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PREFACE

The XXXVIII Semester on Algebraic Methods in Logic and their Computer
Science Applications, organized by the Stefan Banach International Mathematical
Center, was held in Warsaw between September 15 and December 15, 1991.

It was divided into four sections covering the following topics: Universal Alge-
bra (November 1–December 15), Algebraic Logic (September 15–October 30), Al-
gebra and Logic in Computer Science (September 15–December 15) and Applica-
tions in Physics and in the Theory of Cellular Automata (November 1–December
15). The organizing committee consisted of H. Andréka and I. Németi (both Sec.
II), C. Rauszer (Sec. III) and the chairman of the committee, M. Ma̧czyński (Secs.
I & IV).

During these three months 118 invited speakers from 25 countries gave around
200 hours of talks. This resulted in a large number of high quality papers being
presented to the proceedings of the Semester, which are traditionally published
in the Banach Center Publications series. The papers were carefully evaluated,
although it was clear that their sheer number was too large for them to be pub-
lished in a single volume only. Moreover, considering the rich variety of material
presented during the Semester, I have decided that a complementary two-volume
compilation of the proceedings is more appropriate.

The present volume contains papers from all four sections, although the ma-
jority of papers from Section III (Algebra and Logic in Computer Science) have
already appeared in a special issue of Fundamenta Informaticae. Let me take this
opportunity to express my gratitude to all the participants for their interest in
the Semester, to the authors of all the submitted papers for their valuable con-
tribution, and to all the referees of both volumes. Very special thanks are due to
Hajnal Andréka and István Németi for their invaluable work during the Semester
and for their help in the preparation of the proceedings.

Warszawa, February 1993 Cecylia Rauszer
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