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Abstract. We consider noncoercive functionals on a reflexive Banach space and establish
minimization theorems for such functionals on smooth constraint manifolds. The functionals
considered belong to a class which includes semi-coercive, compact-coercive and P-coercive func-
tionals. Some applications to nonlinear partial differential equations are given.

1. Introduction. Let V be a real reflexive Banach space with dual V* and the pairing
between V' and V* denoted by (-,-) and the norm by || - ||. Let

F:V —>RU{o0}

be a weakly lower semicontinuous functional and let S C V' be a weakly closed set. If it is
the case that F' is coercive, then it is a classical result that there exists u € S such that

(1.1) F(u) :IvnelglF(v)

(See e.g.[MW],[St].) On the other hand, if F' is not necessarily coercive but there exists
a weakly lower semicontinuous nonnegative functional

G:V — Ry U{oo}
such that the perturbed functionals
Fe(u) = F(u) + €G(u),
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are coercive for € > 0 and that the solution sets {u.}, of
1.2 F.(1) = min F.
(12 (1) = min F.(0)

are a priori bounded, then a solutions of the original problem exists and may be obtained
via a limit process, letting e — 0. For, since V is reflexive, the set {u.}, being assumed
bounded, will have a weakly convergent subsequence, say {uc,}, 4., — u, where —
denotes weak convergence. Hence, by the weak lower semicontinuity

F(u) < liminf F(u,,)

< liminf F (ue,)

n—oo

<liminf F, (v), veE S

=F(v), veS.

This regularization procedure has been used extensively and dates back (for function-
als of a special from) to at least [F] and [LS] and has been widely used (see e.g.[KS],[ASV1-
3],[AV], [BG], [BGT],[H],[LS1-2],[S]). The procedure, of course will work, whenever the
above conditions hold, i.e. we can find a regularizer G and we can show that the solution
set of (1.2) is a priori bounded.

We here provide a class of functionals (functionals with property (P)) (and compatible
manifolds S), a framework, general enough, to include most of the above cited methods of
attack, and include some applications to boundary value problems for nonlinear elliptic
partial differential equations.

2. Functionals with property (P)
2.1. Assumptions and notations. Let
AV -V
be a mapping such that the functional
p:V-R
given by
u— (Au, u)
is weakly lower semicontinuous. Further assume that
j:V —=>RU{oco}(# )
is a convex lower semicontinuous (hence weakly lower semicontinuous) functional satis-
fying (without loss in generality) j(0) = 0.
We shall assume F is of the form

(2.1) F=¢p+]
Let Y be a Banach space with norm || - ||y and suppose that
Yv:V-Y

is a completely continuous mapping. Let v € Y be fixed and let
S={ueV:9Yu) =~}
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Since 1 is completely continuous, i.e. continuous from V endowed with the weak topology
to Y with the norm topology, S is weakly closed in V. We shall also consider the case
that S is a closed convex set. We assume that S # ), that j(u) < +oo, for some u € S
and ¢ is bounded from below on S in the sense that there exist constants ¢ > 0 and
0 < 3 < 2 such that

(2.2) p(u) > —cl|ul”.
and we consider the minimization problem

(2.3) F(u) = min F(v).

veS

Remark 1. If S is a closed convex set, by changing the definition of F' to

F=vo+j+1s,
where
0o, u &S
Is(u) =
s(w) {O, ues

is the indicator function of S, we obtain that problem (2.3) is equivalent to
F(u) = min F(v),
with the modified F .

As before, we introduce a property which together with certain compatibility condi-
tions on S will imply the boundedness of the solution set of the regularized problems.
As we shall see this property will be an extension of the concepts compact coerciveness
and P-coerciveness used in the literature, e.g.[BGT], [BT], [ASV1-3], [AV].

2.2. Property (P).

DEFINITION. We say that the functional F' (or the pair (¢, j) or ¢, if j = 0) has
property (P) on S whenever the following hold: There exists a constant p > 1 such that:
If {v,} C S is any sequence in S satisfying, as n — oo,

(@) |loall = oo,
(b) Wy = ﬁ —w,
2.4 n
4 () Nvall < lvn = M|, Vn, YA > 1,
: ¢(vn)
d lim su <0,
(d) msup o <
then there exists vg € S such that
(2.5) lim sup F'(v,) > F(vp).

n—oo

(For a Banach space geometric interpretation of condition (2.4 (c)) see e.g. [J].)

We shall next give a sequence of sufficient conditions guaranteeing that property (P)
holds.
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PROPOSITION 2.1. Suppose that F satisfies the conditions of the definition with (c)
replaced by

() 1< |lwp, —wl||, ¥V n sufficiently large,
or
(") lw|| < 1, provided V is locally uniformly convex with respect to || - ||,
or
(") V is a Hilbert space , and w =0,
then F satisfies property (P).

Proof. Suppose {v,} and F are as above. We label the cases to be considered as
(), (), ().
Case (c¢): Since (by (a)) ||vn|| > 1, for n sufficiently large, we have from (c) that
|lon|l < lvn — [Jvn|lw||, Vn sufficiently large,
hence
1 < ||wp, — w]||, ¥n sufficiently large,
and property (P) holds.
Case (¢"): We first note that if V is reflexive then we may choose (by the Lindenstrauss
- Asplund - Trojanski theorem [PS] or [T]) an equivalent norm on V' such that V is locally
uniformly convex with respect to the new norm. The local uniform convexity of V yields
the property that (see e.g.[B])
Uy, — u, whenever u, — u and ||Ju,|| — |Ju|.

Suppose then that the conditions of the definition hold for a sequence {v,} but that (¢”)
is false, i.e. |jw| > 1. We then have

limsup [lwp[| =1 < flw],
n—oo
however, since || - || is lower semicontinuous, it follows that

[[w[ < lim inf flew,, ],
n—00

and hence
ol = lim_ ]
and thus by the above property
Wy — W,

contradicting the fact that for n large
which follows from (c).

Case (¢”"): Suppose {v,} is a sequence as in the definition. Choose A =1 in (c) and
get

lvnll® < llon = wl|* = lJoa|® + [lwl|* — 2(vn, w),
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({-,-) is the inner product of V now) and thus

]
<
W) < o

implying that
|w||? = lim (w,,w) =0,
hence w = 0.

Thus in either of the three cases we have shown that property (P) holds.

PROPOSITION 2.2. Assume that F' satisfies: If {v,} is a sequence in S such that

Up,
i HUTL” — OO, Wn = || —w
n

(2.6) o
. sup F'(vy,) < 400,
neN
then
Un
Wy, = 7 — W.
[[on|

Then F has property (P).
Proof. Let {v,} C S be a sequence such that (2.4) holds, we claim that

lim sup F'(uy,) = +00

n—oo
and hence taking v € S such that j(v) < co we complete the proof. If the claim were
false we get that

F(v,)<e¢, meN
for some constant ¢ and hence by assumption

w, — 0,

a contradiction to ||w,| = 1.

The following example shows that the conditions given by proposition 2.2 are a strict
special case of property (P), even in the case of Hilbert spaces.
Example. Let V' be an infinite dimensional Hilbert space and let

We shall show that F' is weakly lower semicontinuous, has property (P), yet does not
satisfy the conditions of proposition 2.2. In fact, suppose that {u,} is a sequence with
up — u. Select a subsequence {uy,, } C {uy} such that

lim F(u,,) = liminf F(u,).
k—oo n— 00
Since {uy, } is bounded, we may assume, by passing to a subsequence, if necessary, that
{||tn, ||} is convergent. Moreover, by the weak lower semicontinuity of the norm, we have
lull < lim flun, |-
— 00

Since the mapping
T

G:R R
+ 7 By le—i—x
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is continuous and increasing, we get

F(u) = G(Jul) < G Jim [lun, )

lim G(fun, )

lim F(up,)
k—oo
= liminf F(uy,).

n—oo
Hence F' is weakly lower semicontinuous. To show that F' has property (P) we use the
definition. Let {v,} be such a sequence, then, since ||v,|| — oo, we have that

limsup F(v,) =1 > F(0),
n—oo

i.e. (2.5) holds and hence F' has property (P). Since V is infinite dimensional, we may
choose a sequence {u,} C V, |lu,|| = 1 such that it contains no convergent subsequences.
Let v, = nuy, then |jv,|| — co. By passing to a subsequence, we may assume that

Un
Up =
[[onl
Also, since F' is bounded all the conditions of proposition 2.2 hold, yet u, = ﬁ does

not converge to w.

We shall give a useful consequence of proposition 2.2 which yields property (P) for
functionals F' which have the property that the associated ¢ is coercive off its zero set
which is assumed a finite dimensional linear space. We prove the following.

PROPOSITION 2.3. Suppose that ¢ is nonnegative and positive homogeneous of degree
p > 1. Further assume that

ker o = {u: ¢(u) = 0}
is a finite dimensional subspace of V' such that
(2.7) o(u+v) =), Yo eV, Vu € ker ¢.

Furthermore assume that V = ker ¢ ® X, where X is a closed subspace of V and p|x is
coercive in the sense that there exists ¢ > 0 such that

(2.8) p(v) > c|lv||?, Yv e X.
Then F = ¢ + j satisfies property (P) for any j satisfying our stated assumptions.

Proof. We shall show that the conditions of proposition 2.2 are met. To this end let
{vn} be a sequence satisfying

”vnH — 00, T — W,

[[on|

and
sup F(v,,) < +00.
Since j is convex and lower semicontinuous, there exist constants a,b € R such that

j(u) = allull +b, Vu € V.
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Hence
. 1 .
0 > limsup —— [p(vy) + 7(vn)]
n—oo ||UnllP
n . . n b
> lim sup #(0n) + lim inf M
n—oo |[un|[P " n—=oe[lon|lP
. Un
= limsup ¢ <)
n—oo = \[[onl
= lim sup p(wy,)
> liminf p(ws,)
= p(w) = 0.
Hence
(2.9) w € kerp and lim ¢(w,) =0.

It follows from (2.6) that v, = &, + Mn, &n € ker, 0, € X. Hence (2.4) and (2.5) imply

©(vn) = @) = c|nall?

o) = 20 5 <|nn|)p -

~lvalle = 7 \lwnll
and we conclude by (2.9) that

and

M ||

[[on

Mn
[[on|

Since wy, — 0, it follows from (2.8) that HE"H — 0. Since ker ¢ is finite dimensional, we

conclude that ”5—"” — 0. We hence conclude that F has property (P).

— 0.

PROPOSITION 2.4. Let V' be a Hilbert space and let K be a closed convex subset of V,
S C K, 0¢€ K, and assume that A is nonnegative, i.e. (Au,u) > 0, u € K, and assume
that: If {v,} is a sequence in K such that

HUn” — 00, LB )
[|vn]]

and
(2.10) olon) g

(vl
then

1

(2.11) lim sup ——F'(v,,) > 0.

Then F has property (P) on S.

Proof. Let {u,} C S be a sequence such that (2.4) holds, then since {u,} C K and
(2.10) is valid we get by assumption that (2.11) is true. Since |[v,|| — oo we must have
that

lim sup F'(v,,) = o0,

n—oo
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and therefore

limsup F(v,) > F(v),

n—oo

for all v € S with j(v) < 400; hence (2.5) holds.

The property described in proposition 2.4 is the property called P-coerciveness used
in [ASV3], which in turn is an extension of some earlier properties used in [ASV1-2].

COROLLARY 2.5. Let V, K be as above and assume again that A is nonnegative and
there exist ¢ > 0, Py, Py : V — Ry such that for all v € K satisfying

(2.12) lvl=1, we K, A>1

one has

(2.13) %(A()\v), v) 4+ Po(v) + Pi(v) + 5T (v) > ¢

(1 (v) = max{j(v),0}), Py(K) is bounded and there exists s > 0 such that
(2.14) Py(Au) < N Py(u), Yrel0,1], Yué€eK,

further

(2.15) Pi(v,) — 0, whenever v, =0, {v,} C K.

Then F satisfies property (P).

Proof. The above result is from [ASV3], where it is shown that the above conditions
imply the hypotheses of proposition 2.4 and hence property (P) holds.

Corollary 2.5 contains exte nsions of the concepts compact coerciveness used in [BGT],
[GT].

If it is the case that V is a Hilbert space and the functional F' does not have the
special structure indicated above but is only assumed to be weakly lower semicontinuous

another property appears more convenient, namely we use the following definition (see
[LS2]).

DEFINITION We say that the functional F' has property (P’) on S whenever the
following hold:
If {v,} C S is any sequence in S satisfying, as n — oo,

o onll = o0
Un,
(2.16) * T ol
° lim sup FU(U|7|13 <0, VA >0,
then there exists vg € S such that
(2.17) lim sup F'(v,,) > F(vo).

n—oo

One immediately sees that if F' has the special structure assumed earlier and F
satisfies property (P’), the F' also satisfies property (P), one only needs to observe that
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the convexity of j implies that if {v,} is a sequence in S such that
[[on]l — oo,

then
lim inf M > 0.
n—o0 [lvg|

Also if F' is as in propositions 2.2, 2.3, 2.4 and corollary 2.5, then F' in fact satisfies
property (P’).

3. Minimizing functionals. In this section we shall give a typical theorem for the
existence of a minimum for a functional satisfying the earlier assumptions and property
(P). For more general results and several additional applications we refer to [LS1-2]. We
shall also simplify matters by assuming that V' is a Hilbert space.

Associated with the functional j we have the following functional jo : V — R U {0}
defined by j

joo(w) = lim ~ j(tw).
t—oo
This functional has the following properties as stated and proved in [ASV1].
(1) joo is convex and lower semicontinuous with j(0) = 0,
(2) j(u+v) <ju)+ joo(v), Yu,v € H,
(3) Joo(AW) = Ao (w) VA >0, Vw € V,
(4)

4) If ||uy, || — oo and T — w, then

Joo(w) < liminf 7 (tn)

n—oo|[un|

THEOREM 3.1. Let F satisfy property (P) on S and suppose the following compatibility
condition is satisfied: If w € V is such that there exists a sequence {u,} C V such that
U,

o unll = o0, w, = —w
[[wnll
1
(3.1) e  limsup ms@(un) + Joo(w) <0
. fim 28 o was o,

n=eo [|up||*
then we have
u—w €S, Yue S
(3.2)
Fu—w) < F(u), Yu € S.
Under the above assumptions the minimization problem (1.1) has a solution u € S.

Proof. We employ the method of elliptic regularization (see e.g. [KS]), i.e. we con-
sider the perturbed functionals

(3.3) F.(u)=F(u)+e|ull?, ueV, e>0
and show that the problems

(3.4) Fe(u) = glelg F.(v)
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have solutions {u.} C S. We next show that the family {u.} is uniformly bounded, from
which the result will follow using the argument presented at the beginning.

Thus consider problem (3.4). Since j is lower semicontinuous and convex, there exists
£ €V and ¢ € R such that

jlu) > (6u) + ¢, Yu €V,

Hence
Fe(u) = ellull® + (Au,u) + j(u)
> ellull® = cllul” — (€, u)] |,

since 0 < 3 < 2 we obtain immediately that

Fe(u) oo as [ul| — oo,
i.e. F, is coercive on V, hence on S. Since S is weakly closed in V', there exists u. € S
such that
3.5 F.(ue) = min F,(v).
(3.5) (e) = min Fe(v)
It suffices therefore to show that {u.} is bounded. Suppose this is not the case. Then
there exists a subsequence

{un =ue, } C{uc}t, €, 10,
such that

lunl| — o0, n — oo
It follows from (3.5) that for all v € S

(3.6) F(un) + EnllunHQ < F(v)+ 6n”UH2~
Hence
hmsup F(up) < hmsup (F(un) + €nllunl?)
< lim sup (F(v) + enllv]|?)
n—oo | n||

=0.

Passing to a subsequence, if necessary, we may assume that
Un,
Wy = —
[[n |

Using the properties of the functional j, (see above) we have

j(un)

Joo(w) < liminf

oo lunl|”
hence
lim sup —— T H O(tn) + Joo(w) <
lim sup ——¢(uy,) + lim inf 3(un) <

n—oo || nll n=o [|ug

F(u,) <0.

1imsup7
n—oo ||unl
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Further, since {u,} C S, ¥(uy) = 7, therefore we must have

lim sup W (un)

n—oo [[tn]|*

=0, A>0.

Thus (3.1) holds and consequently, by hypothesis, (3.2) must hold. In particular,
Up —w €S, Flu, —w) < F(uy), Vn.
Letting v = u,, — w in (3.6), we get
F(un) + enllun]|* < Fun — w) + eqflup — w]?
< Flun) + €nl|un — w||2a

thus
unl* < [lun —wl?,  Vn,
or
l[un? < lunll® = 2(un, w) + lwl]?,
and hence
1
() < gl
Therefore
[Jw]]
Wp, W) = ——(Up, W) <
e T A P &

and since w,, — w we conclude w = 0, i.e.
wy — 0.

Using (3.6) again and dividing the inequality by ||u,||?, we obtain

lim sup —— F'(uy,) <0,
n—oo |[tn]l?
ie.
(3.7 limsup{ ! o(un) + ! j( )}<0
. T n T ed\Un) o U

Since j is convex and j(0) = 0, we have

lim inf j(u"l > liminf j < Un 2)
n—=oo ||up| n—oo 7\ [|un|

(22
> (i 2 ) =
w=se

Hence (3.7) implies
(un) <0.

lim sup
n—oo

We thus have all three conditions in the definition of property (P) holding, consequently
there must exist ug € S such that
(3.8) limsup F'(uy,) > F(up).

n—oo

1
Junl2?

But (3.6) implies
F(upn) < Fe, (un) < Fe, (wo) = F(ug) + en||u0||2,

and we obtain a contradiction to (3.8).
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4. Critical point theorems. We now show how theorem 3.1 together with Liuster-
nik’s theorem (Lagrange multipliers, cf. [K]) may be used to obtain results about critical
points of certain functionals. Much of the discussion in the first part follows [LS1].

We assume that V' is a Hilbert space and

a:VxV-R

is a continuous bilinear form which is positive, i.e.
(4.1) a(u,u) >0, YueV,
then

p:V-NR
given by
(4.2) p(u) = a(u, u)
is a nonnegative weakly lower semicontinuous functional on V. Let us assume that
(4.3) dimW = dim kera = dim{u : a(u,u) = 0} < 400,
and there exists ¢ > 0 such that
(4.4) o(u) > cllul®, Yue W,
i.e. o is coercive on W+. Let

P:V—-R
be a weakly continuous functional homogeneous of degree @ > 1, a # 2, i.e.
(4.5) Y(Au) = A% (u), YA>0, ue H,
and let .S be given by
(4.6) S ={ueH:vu) =},

which we assume to be nonempty.
We have the following consequence of theorem 3.1

COROLLARY 4.1. Let ¢ and 1 satisfy the above conditions and assume

(4.7) P(u) #0, Yue (W =kera)\{0}.
Then there exists u € S such that
(4.8) p(u) = minp(v).

Proof. We check the conditions of theorem 3.1. To this end we let
(Au,v) = alu,v)
and j = 0. That F' = @ satisfies property (P) follows from proposition 2.3.
We next check the compatibility condition of theorem 3.1. To this end, let {uy, }, {w,},
and w satisfy (3.1). We shall show that w = 0 and hence (3.2) will obviously hold. We
have (since jo = 0)

1
lim sup ——a(tp, up) <0
n—oo [[tnll
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(see (3.1)), hence

lim sup a(wy,, wy,) = lim sup Wa(un, Up)
n

n—oo n—oo

<0.
Since ¢ is weakly lower semicontinuous
p(w) < liminf p(w,) <0,
and therefore
p(w) = a(w,w) =0,
i.e. w € W = ker a. Now using (3.1) for ¢ and the weak continuity of 1, we get

1 n
0= lim ——(u,) = lim o ( Y )
n—o0 [[up | n—o0 =\ [lun|
= Tim (wn) = ¥(w),
which by hypothesis implies that w = 0.
COROLLARY 4.2. Assume the conditions of corollary 4.1 and that v also satisfies:

Ju eV suchthat ¥(u) <0
Y(u) >0, VueW\{0}.

Then the functional f defined by

(4.10) F(u) = plu) + (u)

has a nontrivial critical point.

(4.9)

Proof. If u € V is such that v (u) = M < 0, then ¢(|M|~'/*u) = —1. Thus
S ={u:(u)=-1} #0.
Since 9 is homogeneous, we have that for u € S
(W' (u),u) = ap(u) = —a #0,

hence 9'(u) # 0, u € S. Let u be the minimizer of corollary 4.1, then we obtain from
Liusternik’s theorem (see [K]) the existence of a Lagrange multiplier © € R such that

(4.11) ¢’ (u) + p' (u) = 0.
Hence
0= (¢ (u), u) + p(¥' (u),u) = 2p(u) + pagp(u)
= 2p(u) — pev.

Since p(u) > 0 for u € S, we get a > 0. Rescaling, i.e. putting v = uﬁ u, we see that v
is a critical point of f.

Remark. Corollary 4.2 is a theorem from [BTW].

The following corollary contains corollary 4.1 and corollary 4.2 as special cases.
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COROLLARY 4.3. Let ¢ and ¢ be as above (i.e. satisfy the condition (4.1) - (4.6)) and
assume that

(4.12) PYw—u)=yW), YveV, YueWnkery,
where kerp = {u : (u) = 0}, then the problem (4.8) has a solution.

Proof. We have shown above already that property (P) holds. We hence must verify
that (3.1) and (3.2) are true. Thus let w, {w,}, and {u,} be as in these conditions. We
know that ¢(w) = ¢¥(w) = 0, (see corollary 4.1), i.e. w € ker ¢ Nker . By hypothesis we

have (4.12) holding, i.e. ¥(v — w) = ¢¥(v), Yo € V. Hence v —w € S, whenever v € S.
Moreover, since w € ker ¢ = W, we have

a(w,v) + a(v,w) = (¢ (w),v) =0, Yv € W,
hence
p(v—w) = p(v) + p(w) = la(v, w) + a(w, v)]
= ¢(v)
proving (3.2) and hence the result follows.

COROLLARY 4.4. Suppose again that 1 € C' and that ¢ and v satisfy the conditions
at the beginning of this section and that
(i) ¥(u) <0, for someu €V
(i) Y(u) >0, VueW
and
(#ii) if u € W is such that ¥(u) =0, then (v —u) = P(v), Vv € V.
Then the functional f given by (4.10) has a critical point.

Proof. It follows from (i) that
S={ueV:¢yu)=-1} #0.

Since (¢'(u),u) = —ca, we have ¢’ (u) # 0, Vu € S, and we again may apply Liusternik’s
theorem ([K]) together with corollary 4.3 to obtain

¢’ (u) + ' (u) = 0
for some p € R.
As in corollary 4.2 we have

2¢(u) —pa =0
and since 1 > 0 on ker ¢ we have

S Nkerp = 0.
This implies that ¢ > 0 on S, hence ¢(u) > 0 and u > 0. Again the rescaling
v=A"lu= uﬁu

yields the desired conclusion.
Now we apply theorem 3.1 for minimization problems on closed convex sets to de-
rive existence results for constrained critical points, which are solutions of variational
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inequalities. We assume that S is a closed, convex set in V, and ¢ is

(4.13) F=¢p+j+Is.

We consider the minimization problem:

(4.14) ueV:F(u) :mi‘r/lF(v),
ve

which is equivalent to the following problem:
u € S8 (¢ +7)(u) = min(e + 5)(v).
We need the following simple lemma (cf. Sect. 3.5.4, [DL]).
LEMMA 4.5. If u is a solution of (4.14) then u satisfies the variational inequality:
) { (@ (w),v — ) + j(v) — j(u) > 0,¥v € S
u€s.

Proof. Let u € V satisfy (4.14). Since j(w) < oo for some w € S, we have F'(u) =
min,cy F(v) < co. Hence u € S and j(u) < 0.
For v € S, we have w = u 4+ t(v — u) € S,Vt € [0,1], and

p(u) + () = Fu) < F(w) = o(u+tv —u)) + j(u+tv - u))

< (u+t(v—w) +[(1—1)j(u) + tj(v)].

Therefore
p(u+t(v —u)) = p(u) +t[j(v) = j(w)] = 0, vt € 0, 1].
Dividing this inequality by ¢ € [0,1] and letting ¢ — 0T, we obtain (4.15).
As in [ASV1], we denote by rcS the recession cone of S:
reS={weV:ut+twe S VueSVt>0}

It is proved (see e. g. [R]) that

reS = mt(S—UO),U()ES

is a closed, convex cone in V', and moreover
wereS < wtueS,Vues
(4.16)
<~ JueS:u+tweSVi>0.

From theorem 3.1 and lemma 4.5, we have the following existence result for (4.15):

COROLLARY 4.6. Let F have property (P) on S and suppose the following compatibility
condition is satisfied: If w € rcS is such that there exists a sequence {u,} C S such that

Unp, N
n

(4.17)

. 1 .
° hmsup m@(un) +.7<>o(w) < O’

then we have —w € rcS, and
(4.18) olu—w) + jlu—w) < e(u)+ j(u),Vu € S.

Under these assumptions, the variational inequality (4.15) has a solution.
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Proof. We check the conditions of theorem 3.1 with F' given by (4.13) and ¢ = 0.
Let w, {u,} satisfy (3.1); then (4.16) immediately holds. We prove w € r¢S. As in the
proof of theorem 3.1, we have u,, € S,Vn. Let u € S.Since ||u,|| > 1 for all n large,one

1 1
(1= g ) o+ fn €5
all ) Tl

Letting n — oo, we obtain from (3.1) and the fact that S is weakly closed that u+w € S.
Since this holds for all u € S, we have w € rcS by (4.16). By hypothesis, we get —w € rcS,
and (4.18). We prove F(u —w) < F(u) forall w € V. If uw ¢ S then F(u) = Ig(u) = o
and this is clearly true. If u € S then u —w € S by (4.16) and

has

Flu—w) =¢u—w)+ju—-w)+Is(u—w)=plu—w)+ju—w)
< o(u) +j(u) = F(u).

We have (3.2); and all conditions of theorem 3.1 are satisfied. By this theorem, (4.14) is
solvable. Applying lemma 4.5, we obtain the existence of a solution of (4.15).

Remark. Corollary 4.6 is, in some sense, similar to Theorem 3 of [ASV3].
Existence results for noncoercive variational inequalities containing non convex func-
tionals j are considered in [LS2].

An immediate consequence of corollary 4.6 is the following:

COROLLARY 4.7.  Assume F has property (P) on S, and that if w € rcS satisfies
(4.17) then w = 0. Then (4.15) has a solution.

5. Some applications. In this section we shall consider a boundary value problem
for a semilinear elliptic equation, and a quasilinear variational inequality as applications
of the results derived above.

Let © be a bounded domain in RV with smooth boundary. Consider the boundary
value problem

-V (Vu)+g(z,u) =0, in Q
(5.1)
@ =0, on 09,
v
where g : 2 Xx R — R is a given function satisfying Carathéodory type conditions and the
growth conditions given below.

This problem has the following weak formulation:

/Vu-Vv—i—/g(x,u)U:O, Vv e HY(Q)
Q Q

ue HY(Q),

(5.2)

where V = H!(Q) is the Sobolev space of L? functions having L? first (weak) derivatives,
endowed with the usual norm [|ul| = ||ul|g1(q). Concerning g we assume that it is the
growth condition

l9(z, w)] < a+blul",



NONCOERCIVE FUNCTIONALS 67

where a, b are constants and

l<qg<2*=2N(N-2)"' if2< N
(5.3) { q ( )

1<g¢<2"=00, if N=2.
Let
Gl,u) = / o(z, 5)ds,
0

then standard arguments give that solutions of (5.2) are given by the critical points of
the functional

(5.4) fu) = o(u) +P(u),

where

1
ow = [ 1vul,
Q

and
vw) = [ Glau(e)), ueV.
Q
It follows that ¢ and 9 are of class C! and
@0y = [ Vu-vo
Q
W) = [ gleuo)e, Vuve V.
Q

where (-, -) denotes the pairing between V and V*, the inner product of H'.
With this setup we have the following result.

COROLLARY 5.1. Assume that
(5.5) G(z,tu) =t*G(z,u), Vt >0, a.e. x € Q, Yu eR,
and
(5.6) /QG(;L’, +1) >0,
and

(5.7) /QG(I, u(z)) <0, for someu€V.

Then (5.2) has a nontrivial solution.

Proof. We first check that ¢ has property (P). It is clear that ¢ is nonnegative
and continuous on V and ¢ is convex and hence weakly lower semicontinuous. We shall
employ proposition 2.2 with F' = ¢. Thus let {v,}, {w,}, w be as in the proposition. It
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follows that lim,,_, s % =0, and hence

0 < p(w) < liminf @(w,)
< lim sup p(wy,)
Un

)

= lim sup ¢(
n—oo  [[vall

= lim sup cp(’ung =0
n—oo [[n]|

Hence (w) = 0, i.e. w =constant. Thus also

/ 1V (wn — w)? — 0,
Q

which together with the compactness of the embedding V' < L2(Q) implies that w,, — w.
Thus ¢ has property (P).
The above also shows that

kero =R, (v —u) = ¢(v), Yo € V, Yu € ker p.

The growth conditions on ¢ and (5.3) imply that the embedding V' — L%(Q) is
compact and thus if w, — u, then u, — w in L9(Q?) and hence G(-,u,) — G(-,u) in
L'(2), which implies the complete continuity of 1. Using the other hypotheses on g we
may now employ part (b) of corollary 4.1 to complete the proof.

A particular choice of g is

g(,u) = k(x)[ul*u

)

where k € C(Q), 1 < 2*a, a # 2. In this case the Carathéodory conditions are easily
verified. The other conditions of the corollary will hold whenever k changes sign on ()
and [, k> 0.

For examples of the type just discussed for more general quasilinear problems, like
the p-Laplacian, we refer to [LS1-2].

The next example is for the existence of solutions of the following quasilinear varia-
tional inequality:

/a(u)VuV(v—u)—i—J(u)—J(u)z/f(v—u),VveS
Q Q

u € S.

(5.8)

Here Q,V are as in the above example, f € L?(f2), and
2|VulP p|Vul? 1
— o (Q
alw) L+ [Vulp * 1+ [Vup)2 € H (),
where p is a given number, 0 < p < 7. We assume
(5.9) S={ueV:u>(a.e onQ}

and

(5.10) J(u) = /Q Y(u(z))dze, u e H(Q),
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where ( : Q@ — R, ¥ : R — R, are given functions, ¢ € L*(Q) and 1 is convex,

continuous such that ¢(0) = 0. It can be checked that S is a closed, convex set in
V = H'(Q),and J is a convex, lower continuous functional from V to [0, 0c]. Since
U — / fu, ueV
Q

is a linear bounded functional, j given by
i) =3 = [ fuuev
Q

is convex and lower semicontinuous from V to RU{oo}. One can show from the convexity
of ¢ that the limit

v = Jim 210

exists in R U {oo}. As usual, |Q| denotes the Lebesgue measure of Q. We have the
following result:

COROLLARY 5.2. If
1 +
(5.11) |Q|/Qf(:z:)d:c <

then (5.8) has a solution in H'(Q).
Proof. Let A: V - V* ¢:V — R be given by

p
<Au7v>:/ MVUVU,
Q

1+ |Vulp
B B |V u|P+2
p(u) = (Au,u) 7/9 LV’ Yu,v € V.
Since
/ MVUVU </ [Vul|[Vo| < |lullljv]], Vu,v €V,
ol Tevap V= = el e €

A and @ are well defined. Moreover, it is directly verified that the function £ — %,f €

RY is of class C' and convex on R¥ (if and only if p < 7 (as may easily be checked using
Maple)) with

[P+ ) I€1P[p +2(1 + [§7)]€ N
\Y = , £ e RY.

(e ariem?
We have ¢ € C1(V,R), ¢ is convex on V, and

(¢ (u),v) = /Qa(u)Vqu, Yu,v € V.

Therefore (5.8) is of the form (4.15). Let F' be given by (4.13). Since ¢ is convex and
continuous, it is weakly lower semicontinuous It follows that F' also has this property. We
now check that F' has property (P) on V by using proposition 2.4. Let {v,} C V satisfy
the conditions of this proposition. Suppose that (2.11) does not hold, i.e.,

(5.12) Jim sup )
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Since w,, = vy, /||vn|| — 0 in L3(2), we have

fo, = lim fw, = 0.

n—o |lun | Jo n—Jo
Moreover, since @, J, and Ig are non negative on V', it follows from (5.12) that

lim #(vn) =

n—oo |[on

We have on the other hand
IV Un/ ||va ) [P 2]|vn [P+
||vnH L+ [V, [P
|Vw, P2
a llvnll77 + [Vwn|?

> / ‘an|p+2
for all n sufficiently large (such that ||v,| > 1). Hence

_ |Vw,, |PF2

lim [ ———— =
Putting ,, = {x € Q: |Vw,(z)| > 1}, n =1,2,..., one has

> [|vn]|

1 .
|Vaw, [P i\an(x)F if z€Q,,
1+ |Vw,|P = 1
L+ [Vl 5V @P? i e\ Q.
Therefore
lim |Vw, (z)|> = lim |Vw, (x)|PT2 = 0.
n—oo Qn n—oo Q\Q"

Since p > 0, by Holder’s inequality,

]
/ |an<x>|2§|ﬂ|fia/ Vw02 ] .
0\, 0\Q,

Hence lim,,_, oo fQ |Vw, (x)|> = 0. As w, — 0 in L?(£2), we have from this limit that
w, — 0 in HY(Q), contradicting the fact that |w,| = 1,Vn. This proves (2.11) and
therefore F' has property (P).

Now, let w, {u,, } satisfy (4.17). Since f is linear, we have foo = f. Hence joo = Joo—f.
From (4.17), we get

(5.13) lim sup #(un) + Joo(w) < / fw.
n—oo |[Un| Q
Since J, > 0, this inequality implies that
lim sup Tlo(u”g <0.
Hence
(5.14) Jim £n) _

n=20 [un|?
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Using arguments as in the proof of the property (P) of F, one can conclude from (5.14)

that

lim | [Vwn (@) =0, (wn = un/|lunl)).
n—oo Q

Since u — [, |[Vu|? is weakly lower semicontinuous on H'(£), we have

0< / |Vw|? < liminf/ |Vw, (x)]? = 0.
Q Q

n—oo

Hence Vw = 0 a. e. in §2, i. e., w = constant.
On the other hand, it follows from (5.9) that

reS={ueV:u>0a.e on 0}

Thus w > 0 a. e. on 2, that is w € R;. Now,

(5.15)

Joo(w) = lim /Qw(iw)

t—o0
lim |Q|Mw
tw

t—oo
Qtw if w>0
0 if w=0.

From (5.13), we have that

Joo<w>s/wa:w/Qf.

From (5.11) and (5.15), we see that this inequality happens only if w = 0. Our conclusion
now follows from corollary 4.7.

[ASV1]
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