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Abstract. If C is a capacity on a measurable space, we prove that the restriction of the
K-functional K (¢, f; LP(C), L*=(C)) to quasicontinuous functions f € QC is equivalent to

K(t, f; LP(C) N QC, L™ (C) N QC).

We apply this result to identify the interpolation space (LP®9°(C) N QC, LP» 1 (C) N QC)g,q.

1. Introduction. Recently, the concept of capacity has become a tool that is used in
much the same way as measure is used. The way to integrate with respect to a capacity C,
which is not necessarily an additive set function, is to define the integral of a nonnegative
function f using the distributional form of a Lebesgue integral, as proposed by Choquet
in his seminal work on capacities [9]:

/de::/OOOC{f>t}dt.
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With this definition, the Lebesgue capacitary spaces can be introduced and they still
have many of the properties of the usual Lebesgue spaces if the capacity C : ¥ — [0, oo],
defined on a o-algebra X on (2, that in our case will be a subset of R", has the following
properties:

(a) C(0) =0,

(b) 0 < C(A) < oo,

(¢c) C(A)<C(B)itAcC B,

(d) C(AUB) <¢(C(A)+ C(B)), where ¢ > 1 is a constant (quasi-subadditivity),
(e) C(A,) — C(A) whenever A,, T A (Fatou property).

From now on, we will suppose that C satisfies at least all these properties.

This is the case of the variational capacities, and of the Fuglede [1I0] and Meyers [12]
capacities of nonlinear potential theory. Although they are not Caratheodory metric
outer measures, they satisfy a Fatou type condition and, by a general theorem due to
G. Choquet (cf. [9]), every Borel set B C R™ is capacitable, this means that

sup{C(K) : K C B, K compact} = C(B) = inf{C(G) : G D B, G open}.

Then the o-algebra of all Borel sets turns out to be a convenient domain for all of them.
We refer to [I] and [I1] for an extended overview of these capacities.

Another well known class of capacities is that of Hausdorff contents. If A is a continuous
increasing function on [0, c0) vanishing only at 0, which is called a measure function in [5],
let pup, be the corresponding Hausdorff measure on R™, and let I or Ij represent a general
cube in R™ with its sides parallel to the axes. The use of the corresponding Hausdorff
capacity or Hausdorff content,

Ey(A) = Acggllk{; B},

is often more convenient than pyp, and Ep(A) =0 if and only if puy(A) = 0.

These capacities of potential theory are very useful to obtain bounds for some classical
operators and in this note we are interested in obtaining results on interpolation of
capacitary function spaces on R" of quasicontinuous functions, starting from previous
results on general functions contained in [7], [6] and [8]. This means, to obtain a result
about restriction of interpolation to the subspace QC of quasicontinuous functions (for
the definition, see Section 3).

We want to prove that the restriction of the K-functional of the couple (L?(C), L>°(C))
to quasicontinuous functions f € QC' is equivalent to

K(t, f; LP(C)NQC,L>™(C)NQC).
Then we will apply this result to identify the interpolation space of the couple of capac-
itary Lorentz spaces (LPo-%(C) N QC, LP* 7 (C) N QC)g 4.
The notation A < B means that A < B for some absolute constant 7 > 1, and
A~ Bif ASBS A We refer to [2] for general facts concerning function spaces.

2. Definitions. Under the above mentioned properties on C, a capacity on X, we will
say that (Q, X, C) is a capacity space. In the theory of capacitary function spaces, it plays
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the role of a measure space (€2, %, i) in the theory of Banach function spaces. In [§] we
describe the properties for measure spaces that are still satisfied by the capacitary spaces.
We consider two functions, f and g, equivalent if they are equal C-q.e. In this case
J1f1dC = [|g|dC, since C{|f| > t} = C{|g| > t} for every ¢ > 0. Thus, [ |f|dC =0 if
and only if f =0 C-q.e.
The spaces LP*4(C') (p,q > 0) are defined by the condition

° 1/q
flzniey = (a [ 10011 > o/ra) " < oc
0

if g < 00. If ¢ = 00, || fl|Lr(c) = supyso tC{|f| > t}1/7.

Observe that || f||zr.a(c) = 0 if and only if f = 0 C-g.e. and equivalent functions have
the same || - || Lr.a(c)-norm. Moreover [[Af|rra(cy = Al fllzracc) and [[f + gllLra(oy <
2¢(|| fllracey + gllLeacey)-

We write LP(C) = LP?(C) if p < oo with |[flsc) = (Ja \f|pdC)1/p. L=(C) is
defined as usual by the condition

| flloo :=1nf{M >0:|f] < M C-q.e.} < c0.

As shown in [8], these spaces are quasi-Banach spaces.
If A = (Ao, A;) is a couple of quasi-Banach spaces, 0 < § < 1 and 0 < ¢ < oo, the
interpolation space Ay, is the quasi-Banach space of all f € Ag + A; such that

o= (@m0 ) < o
where K (t, f; A) is the K-functional,
K(t, f; A) = inf{]| follao + tllfilla, : f = fo+ fi}
We refer to [3] and [4] for general facts concerning interpolation theory.
The following results are proved in [§]:

THEOREM 1. Suppose 0 < 0 < 1,0 <py < q<o00 or0<py<q<oo, and%:
Then
(LP(C), L=(C))o.q = LP(C).
COROLLARY 1. Let 0 < pg,p1,q0,q1 < 00, po #p1 and 0 <n < 1. Then
(L10(C), 170(C)) g = LP9(C)

with 1/p = (1 —mn)/po+n/p1.

3. Interpolation of quasicontinuous functions

DEFINITION 1. Let C be a capacity on R™. A function f on R, or on some open subset,
is said to be C-quasicontinuous if for every € > 0 there is an open set G such that

C(G) < e and f|ge € C(G°).
For 0 < pg < oo consider the spaces LP°(C) and L>°(C). For every t > 0 we have
K(t, f; L7(C), L>=(C)) < K(t, f; L7 (C) N QC, L= (C) N QC)
=: Kqc(t, [; L (C), L>(C)).
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ProOPOSITION 1. If f is nonnegative, then
K(t, f; L7 (C), L>(C)) = iI;fO(H(f = N+ llzeo @) + tlmin(f, M|z (e))-
Proof. By definition, since f = (f — A); + min(f, \) for all A > 0, we have
K(t, £:L7°(C), () < ok (1(f — N loey + min(f, ) c).

To prove the reverse estimate, let ¢ > 0 and choose fy, fi > 0 such that f = fo + f1
and
[ follzro oy + t fillee (o) < K (¢, f; LP(C), L=(C)) + €.
If A = | fillz=(o), then f =X < fo and 0 < (f = X)+ < fo. Hence [|[(f = X)4[Lro(c) <
|| foll Lo (¢, and also |min(f, A)HLw(C) < | fillze(c)- Thus
(ICF = Ntllzroey + tImin(f, Ml ) < N1 = D+llzrey + ¢ [min(f, M| o
< follro oy +tlfillLe(cy < K(¢, f; L7°(C), L>(C)) + €

and the estimate follows. =

inf
A>0

ProproSITION 2. If f € QC' is nonnegative, then
Kqol(t, f; L (C), L=(C)) = K(t, f; L (C), L*=(C)).

Proof. If f € QC is nonnegative, then for all A > 0 we have (f — A\)y € QC and
min(f,A) € QC and they are nonnegative. Then, for all A > 0,

Kqc(t, f; LP(C), L(C)) < [[(f = M+ llzro(cy + tmin(f, M| g (o
and hence
Koo(t, f; L7°(C), L7(C) < mf (I(f = M+ llero o)+t min(fs V]l < (cy)
= K(t, f; L™(C), L=(C))
by Proposition 1. =

Let us now show that K (¢, f; LP°(C), L>(C)) = K(t, |f]; LF°(C), L*°(C)). Obviously,
K(t, f; LPo(C), L>=(C)) < K(t,|f]; LP°(C), L*°(C)). To prove the reversed inequality, let
e > 0 and choose fy € LP°(C), f1 € L*°(C) such that f = fo + f1 and

Il follro () + tll fill Lo (o) < K (8, f; L (C), L=(C)) +e.

1, i f@) =0
s(f) = {—1, if f(xz) < 0.

Then s(f)f = s(f)(fo+ 1) = s(f) fo+s(f)f1, which means that |f| = s(f) fo+s(f)f1,
[ follLro oy = Is(f) follzro(cy and [[fillze(cy = [s(f) fill Lo (c)- Then

K(t, [ f]; L7 (C), L=(C)) < [Is(f) follLro(cy + tlls() f1llz= (o)
< K (@, f; L7(C), L=(C)) + €

Define

and we get
K(t,[fl; L7 (C), L>(C)) < K(t, f; L™ (C), L>=(C)).
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Since K (t,|f]; LP°(C), L>°(C)) = K(t, f; LP°(C), L>=(C)), we conclude that

1AW oo 0y, Lo (0., = I lzro (@)L ()00
PROPOSITION 3. Let f be a quasicontinuous function, not necessarily positive, then
Kqo(t, f; LP(C), L=(C)) ~ K(t, f; LP(C), L=(C)).
Proof.
Kqc(t, f; L (C), L*(C)) = Kqc(t, f T = f 75 L (C), L=(C))
< Kocl(t, fH; L7 (C), L= (C)) + Kgo(t, f~; LP°(C), L>®(C))
< Kqo(t, [f; L7 (C), L>(C)) + Kqc ([ f[; L7 (C), L=(C))
= 2Kqc(t, [f[; L7 (C), L=(C)) = 2K (¢, | f|; L™ (C), L>(C))
=2K(t, f; L™(C), L*(C)) < 2Kqc(t, f; L7 (C), L>(C))
since |f] € QC. m
Thus, for 0 < 8 < 1 and g > 0, we have

£l Lro (©)nQC, L (€)NQCYe.y = (/ tKocl(t, f))1

dt\1/a
0 )

S MMMl czro 0y, 22 @)y0.°

Hence

(LP(C), L>(C))o,q N QC — (L7 (C) N QC, L=(C)NQC)g 4
and therefore

(LP(C), L(C))o,q NQC = (LP(C) NQC, L=(C) N QC ) 4- (1)

By defining £79(C) = LP9(C) N QC, we obtain the following result:
THEOREM 2. Suppose that0 <0 <1,0<py<qg<ooor0<py<qg<oo and% ==,
then
(£7(C), £2(C))a.q = £74(C).
Proof.
(£7(C), £2(C))o,q = (L™ (C) N QC, L=(C) N QC)e 4
= (L7(C), L>(C))s,q N QC = LM(C) N QC = £7(C)
by (1) and Theorem 1. m
COROLLARY 2. Take 0 < po,p1,q0,q1 < 00, po # p1 and 0 <n < 1. Then
(£05(C), £70(C))yq = £9(C)
with L= 10 4 JL.
Proof. Let 0 < r < min(pg,p1,90,q1) and choose 1 — 6; := p%, i = 0,1. Then, if 8 =
(1 =)0 + nb;, since % = % we get
(£P00(C), L7 (C))n.g = ((£7(C), £7(C))g0.q0- (£7(C), £(C))61,01 ).
= (£7(0), £7(C))g,q = £79(C) = LPI(C) N QC
= (LPo®(C), LP2 1 (C))n,q N QC

by Theorem 2, Theorem 3.11.5 of [3], and Corollary 1. m
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