ADVANCES IN MATHEMATICS OF FINANCE
BANACH CENTER PUBLICATIONS, VOLUME 83
INSTITUTE OF MATHEMATICS
POLISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
WARSZAWA 2008

DISCRETE TIME INFINITE HORIZON
RISK SENSITIVE PORTFOLIO SELECTION
WITH PROPORTIONAL TRANSACTION COSTS

LUKASZ STETTNER
Institute of Mathematics, Polish Academy of Sciences
Sniadeckich 8, 00-956 Warszawa, Poland
and Academy of Finance, Warszawa, Poland
E-mail: stettner@impan.pl

Abstract. Long run risk sensitive portfolio selection is considered with proportional transaction
costs. In the paper two methods to prove existence of solutions to suitable Bellman equations
are presented. The first method is based on discounted cost approximation and requires uniform
absolute continuity of iterations of transition operators of the factor process. The second method
is based on uniform ergodicity of portions of the capital invested in assets and requires additional
assumptions concerning diversity of investments.

1. Introduction. Assume we are given a discrete time market with m risky assets.
Denote by S;(t) the price of the i-th asset at time ¢. Let

1) M — Gt .8+ )

where (z(t)) € D forms a Markov process on a complete separable metric space D with
transition operator P(z(t), dy) describing the evolution of economic factors, (£(t)) stands
for a sequence of i.i.d. random variables on = with law 7, independent of (2(t)), and ¢
is a given positive function such that the mapping z — ((z,&) is continuous for each &.
Denote by X ~(t) the wealth process at time ¢ before possible transactions and by X (t)
the wealth process after possible transactions. Let m; (¢) be the portion of the wealth
process invested in the i-th asset at time ¢ before possible transactions and ;(t) the
portion of the wealth located in the i-th asset after transactions at time ¢. We shall say
that 7(t) = (m1(t),...,7m(t))T (where T stands for the transpose) and similarly 7~ (t)
form portfolios at time ¢ after or before possible transactions.

2000 Mathematics Subject Classification: Primary 91B28; Secondary 93E20, 91B30.

Key words and phrases: risk sensitive control, portfolio selection, proportional transaction
costs, infinite horizon.

Research supported by MNiSzW grant PO3A 01328.

The paper is in final form and no version of it will be published elsewhere.

[231] © Instytut Matematyczny PAN, 2008



232 L. STETTNER

Denote by SY the polyhedral set {(v1,...,vm)T :v; > 0,37", v; <1} and by S the
simplex {(v1,...,vm)T € S0 : 3" v =1}

For given 7 € [0, 00)™\{0} let g(7) = (g1(7), ..., gm(7))T, where g;(7) = 7;/ ZT:l ;.
After change of portfolio from 7 to 7’ the wealth X is diminished by ¢(7 — 7) X, where 7
is a certain element of S° (we shall see in Lemma 1 below that it is defined in a unique
way) such that 7' = g(7) and for v € 8% — S (the algebraic difference of the sets S°)

2) )= 2 el + 3 el

with 0 < ¢}, ¢? < 1. Given a portfolio m and wealth X we can change the portfolio to 7’
if there exists 7 such that

(3) X(c(7 — 7)) :XfXZfri

and g(#) = «’. Consequently given 7 we can choose a portfolio " if and only if there is
# € 8Y such that

(4) Zﬁrf—c(ﬁ—ﬂ):l

where

(5) ' = g(7).

Given 7,7’ € S define the function

(6) F™(8) = 6 + (67’ — 7).

Following Lemma 1 of [10] we have

LEMMA 1. There is a unique continuous function e : SxS — [0, 1] such that form, 7" € S
we have

(7) F™ (e(m, 7)) = 1.
Furthermore e is bounded away from 0.

Consequently, given an initial wealth process X ~(¢) and portfolio 7~ (¢) we can choose
any post transaction portfolio m(¢) € S. Then, as a result of transaction costs the wealth
process is diminished to X (), where following (3) and (4) we have

(8) X(t) = e(x™ (1), 7 () X~ (1)

Furthermore

9) X~ (t+1) = zm: mlX W g ;4 1)

5’2
—
~
\_/

()Y mi)Gi(2(t+1), 6t + 1)) = X(O)m ()¢ (2(t + 1),£(t + 1))

=1
and

(10) T (t+1) = g(m(t) o ((2(t + 1), + 1)),
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with (7(t) o ((z(t +1),&£(t+1))); := mi(¢)Gi(2(t + 1),&(t + 1)). Therefore for t = 1,2, ...
t—1
(11) X=(t) = X7 (0) [T e(r (), m(m))m(m) "¢ (2(n + 1), &(n + 1)).
n=0
In this paper we are interested in maximizing the following risk sensitive cost func-
tional

(12) Tpe o ((m(n) _hmmfilnEX L O

t—oo ’y

over all admissible, i.e. adapted to available information, sequences 7(n) € S, where 7 is
a negative risk factor. Notice following [1] and [2] that the cost functional J7 measures
average growth of portfolio plus its variance with a negative weight . Moreover by (9)
the cost functional (12) is of the form

(13) J;,,z,ﬂ,«w(n))) -
t—1
lim inf — ln Ex-, { H (e(r= (n), n(n))w(n)T¢(2(n + 1), &(n + 1)))7}
t—o0 ’y 0
Risk sensitive portfolio optimization has been a subject of intensive studies in a num-
ber of papers (see [1], [2], [6], [8], [9] and [10]). The case with proportional transaction
costs was studied in [2], [9] and [10]. In [2] the result was formulated under the assump-
tion on the existence of a regular solution to a suitable Bellman equation without giving
sufficient conditions under which the equation has a solution. In the paper [9] a general
diffusion model for asset prices was considered in which the factors were allowed to de-
pend on the same random disturbance (£(¢)). To prove the existence of solutions to the
Bellman equation a certain obligatory portfolio diversification assumption was imposed.
In the paper [10] existence of solutions to the Bellman equation was proved under the
assumption of uniform boundedness from below and from above of the densities of the
transition operator P. In this paper we extend the papers [9] and [10] in the following
directions: in the case of obligatory portfolio diversification of [9] a general model of asset
prices is considered, in the case of the paper [10] the boundedness of transition densities
of P ([10]) is replaced by the boundedness of the densities of iterations of the transition
operator P.

2. Risk sensitive Bellman equation. In this section we shall assume that for a positive
integer n there is a probability measure p and positive continuous density p(™ (z, z) of
the n-th iteration of the transition operator P, i.e. for Borel measurable A C D, z € D
we have P"(z, A) = [, p" Yu(dz'), and furthermore

(n) !
(14) sup Pz, 21) =M < oo.

21,2 ,22,25€D P(") (227 2/2)
In the case when n > 1 we additionally assume that

o (i(2,8),i=1,2,...,m are bounded from above and bounded away from 0, i.e. there
are positive d; and ds such that
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(15) Vi,z,{ 0< d1 < CZ(Z,g) < d2.
In the case when n = 1 we shall assume that there is a 4 < 0 such that

e for v € [¥,0) the mapping (z,7) — E.{(77((2(1),£(1))"} is bounded and continu-
ous.

In the next theorem we show that optimal strategies for risk sensitive cost functional
(12) depend on the current value of the portfolio process 7~ (n) and factor process z(n)
only (they do not depend on the wealth process and this could be already noticed from
the form (13) of the cost functional (12)). Notice that the case n = 1 was already studied
in [10].

THEOREM 2. Under the above assumptions, assuming additionally in the case n =1 that
v € [7,0), there is a bounded continuous function wy : D x S — R and a constant A\,
such that

(16) wy(z,m) + 9% = inf (v(ne(r, )

+In B {exp{yIn(7'¢(2(1),£(1))) + w4 (2(1), g(7" © C(2(1),£(1))),7)}})-
Moreover )\ is the optimal value of the cost functional (13) and the strategy
(70 (2(8), 7 (1))

is optimal, where 7, is a Borel measurable selector for which the infimum in (16) is
attained.

Proof. We consider first a version of risk sensitive discounted cost functional (see [3]).
The value function w® corresponding to such a control problem is continuous and is a
solution to the following Bellman equation

(17) wh(zm7) = i (v(ne(m, 7))
+In B {exp{y In(7""¢(2(1),£(1))) + w’ (2(1), g(x’ o ((2(1),£(1))), B1)}})-
Furthermore for 7’ € S
(18) w?(z,m,7) < ylne(m, ') +wP(z, 7, 7).
Iterating (17) we obtain that

n—1

(19) wP(z,m,v) = (ir(llg) In EZ{ exp { Z Bry(lne(r™(t), m(t))
t=0

+In(x (O + 1), 6+ 1) + w’(2(n), 7~ (), 8" } |

with infimum attained for an admissible strategy (7 (¢)). Let (71 (¢)) and (#2(¢)) be optimal
strategies for w?(z1,7,7) and w” (22, ma,y) respectively. Assume that using both strate-
gies at time n we change the portfolio to a fixed deterministic value 7’ € S and then use
optimal strategies. Denote such corrected strategies by (71(i)) and (72(7)) respectively.
By (18) we have that

w?(2(n), 71 (n), 6"y) < "y Ine(@y (n), ') +w’(2(n), 7', )
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and
w’(z(n), 7, 5"y) < By lne(r’, 75 (n)) + w’(2(n), 75 (n), 7).

Therefore from (19) taking into account Lemma 1, (15) and (14) we obtain for a certain
constant K

(20> wﬁ(zhﬂ-l?/}/) - w6(2277r27’7)

n—1

< W, {exp { D28 (e (0), 71(8) + (T (HC(=(t + 1), 6 + 1))

t=0

+ 8"y Ine(7y (n), ') + wP (z(n), 6”7)}}
n—1

—m B, {exp { Y 98 (ne(Fz (1) 72() + (7 (C((t + 1), (¢ + 1))

t=0
+ B"yIne(7y (n), ') +w (z(n)mr’,ﬁ"fy)}} <K+InM.
Consequently for fixed points Z € D and & € S the family

{w’(z,m,7) == w’(z,m,7) —w’(5,7,7),v € [7,0)}

is bounded, i.e. there is a constant L (independent of v) such that for z € D and 7 € S
we have

|@P (z,7,7)| < L.

Using continuity of the density of the transition operator P we easily show its equicon-
tinuity. Therefore there is a subsequence (3, — 1 and a family wg(z,7) such that
wPn (z,m, BE~1y) converges uniformly on compact subsets to wy(z,7). Moreover since
by (17)

wP(z, 7, B 1y) —wl(z, 7, BFy) < Sul?s(ﬁ’“’lvln e(w, 7))
LS

+1In Ex{exp{* 1y In(n"¢(2(1),€(1))) + L}})

and

w?(z,7, B y) —wf(z, 7, BRy) > Héfs(ﬁk Ly(Ine(w, 7))

+1In Bz {exp{A* "1y In(n"¢(2(1),£(1))) — L}})

a suitably chosen subsequence of A\ (%) := w?(z, 7, B8~ 1y) —wP(z, 7, BFv) converges, as
B — 1, to a limit )\i. The family {@w(z,7),k =1,2,...} is also bounded and equicontin-
uous and there is a subsequence such that wy converges to w, and )\ﬁ to Ay, a solution
0 (16). The existence and form of optimal strategies follows from general results; see e.g.
[3], [4] or [10]. m

REMARK 1. An alternative method is to use a discounted game approach from [7] which
leads to a Bellman inequality. This approach requires however the boundedness in the
span norm of the value of a suitable game which in our case is hard to obtain.
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3. Risk sensitive control with obligatory diversification. The process of portions
of capital invested in assets (7(t)) if there are no transactions does not have nice ergodic
properties. One can notice that any full investment in one asset only is an absorbing state.
The evolution of risk sensitive cost functional for the process without unique ergodic
class is difficult to study. Therefore we shall simplify the problem assuming that at every
moment we change the portfolio from 7 to 7’ such that 7' € S5 := {(v1,...,vm)T €S
v; > 6, fori=1,...,m} for certain § > 0. In particular, whenever 7 € S5 we can choose
the same portfolio 7, i.e. we are not pressed to change the portfolio. Such a strategy has
an important economic justification: we don’t want to allow our capital be invested in
one or few assets—we intend to diversify our portfolio by investing in all available assets.
In what follows the following operator will play an important role

(21) TVf(z,7) = [yIne(m, x') + In E.{e” ln(fr’TC(Z(l)75(1))+f(2(1)79(7r’0<(2(1)15(1))))H_

inf
' €Ss
Notice that (see e.g. [3])
(22) 1nEz{evln(W'TC(Z(1)75(1))+f(Z(1)79(7T'<>C(Z(1)7€(1))))}
= sup[yIn(7""¢(2", &) + f(2', g(n" o ((2',€)))m(d2", d€") — I(m, P(z,-)n(:))]

where m is a probability measure on D x =, the supremum is over all probability measures

on D x E and for two probability measures p and v the entropy is I(p,v) = [In ‘;—‘ljdu

whenever v << p, and In g—z is in L'(v), and I(pu,v) = +oo in other cases. Furthermore

the supremum is attained for the measure
YIS ENHIE 9w o0 =) P2, dz"n(dE!)

o ’ n o
(23) a1 (42, 48 ) = R e e T TEM g GO

It will be convenient for us to consider also the measure
(24) 7z 70, (A)
E.{14(2(1), g(7" o ¢(2(1),£(1))))e ln(w’TC(z(l)15(1)))+f(z(1),g(w’OC(z(l),E(l))))}
- E. {eva(mT¢(=(1),6(1))+f(2(1),9(x"0¢(2(1),£(1))) }
for Borel subsets A of D x S. Define the following probability kernel defined for z € D,
7 € S5 and A a Borel subset of D x S:

(25) ®(z,m,A) = P.{(2(1), 9(m o ((2(1),£(1)))) € A}.
In what follows we shall assume that
(26) sup sup sup[®(z,m A) — @2, 7", A)] < 1.

z,2’€Dm,m’'€Ss A

The following lemma provides sufficient conditions for (26) to hold.
LEMMA 3. If

(27) sup sup[P(z,B) — P(?,B)]:==q¢<1
z,2’€D B

with supremum above over all Borel subsets of D and the measures

(28) 127(C) = P{g(m o ((2,8)) € C}
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where C' is a Borel subset of S, & is a random variable with law n, are absolutely continuous
with densities bounded from above and bounded away from 0, i.e. there are k1, ko > 0 such
that for z,2' € D, m,n' € Ss

(29) K1 < —

then (26) is satisfied.

Proof. Assume that (26) does not hold, i.e. there are sequences (z,), (z,,), (), (7)),
and (A,) such that
D (2, mp, Ap) — (20,7, Ay) — 1

ny)'n

as n — oo. This means that ®(z,, 7, 4,) — 1 and ®(z),7,,A,) — 0. By (29) also
O(z),, 7, An) — 0. Using (27) we have

¢(zn7ﬂ-n7 An) S Cj + (D(Z;mﬂ-’ru An) - d < 17
a contradiction. m

The assumption (29) seems to be complicated. We shall therefore write down the
density of 1, , in terms of the density ¢, of the random vector ((z,£(1)). For a Borel
measurable subset B of S let

m—1

(30) B" = {($1,$27--~73«”m—1) € [0, 1]m71 : ($1,$2,-~-,$m—1,1 - Z fz) € B}
i=1

and B™ = B x (0, 00). Define the transformation G : [0,00)™ \ (0,0,...,0) — S =

S x (0,00) by

71 G G/ G
1 e — e — A
(31) o | =9 i Cm1/ 301 G
Clearly
G ! L1Tm
. =1 _
(32) C’m—l =G Tm—1 o Tm—1Tm
Cm Tm (1= 30 e
Let for w € Ss
G1 m1G1
(33 D. .. _
Cm—1 Trm—1Gm—1
<m TmCm
Define
G/ Z:il Gi
(34) g(¢) =

<m—1/ 221 Cz
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Clearly g(¢) is completely determined by ¢ (¢). Furthermore ¢(") (7 o ¢) consists of the
first m — 1 coordinates of GD({). For m € Ss the transformation GD, of [0,00)™ \
(0,...,0) is one to one and the Jacobian of its inverse is equal to 71 —1

m T, eeTm

LEMMA 4. For w € Ss the density ar of g (1o ((2,£(1)) is of the form

(35) dgrr)(‘rlvm%-“»xmfl)

-1

1 1 1 1 1
= Loy qz T1Tm, T2y -« » Tm—1Tm, 1- T | T dmm
0 T, o.M, 1 Uuw) Tm—1 Tm,

i=1

where q, is the density of ((z,£(1)).
Proof. Notice that for a Borel measurable subset B of S we have

(36) P{g(mo((2€(1) € B} = P{g" (0 ((2,£(1))) € B"}
= P{G(r o ((2,£(1)) € B™} = P{((2,£(1) € (GD™)T' B}

and the form of the density follows from integration by substitution. m

REMARK 2. The assumption (27) implies uniform ergodicity of the Markov process (z(n))
(see [5] section 5.5). The assumption (29) is satisfied for a wide family of rates of return
((z,&) the densities of which have for each € D similar behavior of tails at 0 and at oo,
i.e. when the ratio

dz(ﬂ'll'l, oLy« ,mem)

dz/($17$2,. "?xm)

(37)

is bounded from above and bounded away from 0, uniformly in z,2’ € D, if we let x;
tend to 0 or to oo, and d, is a continuous function of its coordinates.

Let for M >0

(38) sup  sup sup  sup(Mmu x ¢(A) — M 7 g (A)) := L(M)
z,2’€Dm,m'€Ss f,f'eC(M) A

where C'(M) is the class of continuous functions f on D x S with the span norm || f||s, :=
sup, . f(z,m) —inf./ o f(2',7") bounded by M.

LEMMA 5. If
(39 sup 2 (6o, 609) 7} <0

for some ¥ > 0 and

- 8!
40 sup F, i(z(1),£(1 < 00
(40) sup {(i;c(()g( ») '}
then under (26) for each M > 0 the value of L(M) is less than 1.

Proof. Assume that for z,,z/, € D, m,,n, € Ss, continuous functions f,, f/ such that
| fullsp < M, || fLllsp < M and Borel measurable subsets A,, of D x S we have

(41) Mz s f (An) —1
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and M., o ¢ (An) — 0. By the Schwarz inequality for % + % =1 using (39) and (40) we
have

(42) ®(2,, 7, Ay)
< (B {14, (2(1), gy 0 ((2(1),£(1)))e M CEOEAM+ L M9 (' o610 Y )5
¢ (B, {7 0T 600471 (0. G000 y &
< izt mr g1 (An)) ¥ (By {00 CEOEWNHF (1) (oL EWNNY) 3
X (EZ;L{e%q(vln(ﬂ;,TC(z(l){(l)))%—ffL(z(1)7g(rr’<>g(z(1)75(1)))))})%
< (zs o g1 (An))FesMalln (B, {1 1wl CME0NY) 7
X (Ez;{e%”1n<w;T<(z(1),g(1)))})% o

By similar considerations to (42) we also have ®(z,,m,, D x S\ A,) — 0. Therefore
D(2zp, T, An) — 1, which contradicts (26). m

We are now in a position to prove the following analog of Theorem 2 for the case with
obligatory diversification. Let

— s In E A Gi(2(1),6(1)))7}
43) 200 = sup 1 (Ezf{@;’il <i<z<1>,5<1>>>v}>'
Assume that
(44) lim Z(7) = 0.
Let
(45) M(v) = |ylna| + |yInd| + Z()

where a is a lower bound for e(w, 7’) (which is positive by Lemma 1).

THEOREM 6. Under the above assumptions (26), (39) (40) and (44) for v € [¥,0) with
7 sufficiently close to 0, such that there is M > 0 for which M(y) < M(1 — L(M)) the
sequence TY"0 of iterations of the operator T (defined in (21)) converges in the span
norm to a bounded continuous function wfy : D xS — R. Moreover there is a constant
/\‘fY such that

é 6
(46) wi(z,m) +9A5 = inf (y(lne(m, 7))

+1In B {exp{yIn(n'¢(2(1), £(1))) + w)(2(1), g(x' o ((2(1),£(1))).7)}}).
Furthermore )\‘f/ is the optimal value of the cost functional (18) and the strategy

(75 (2(t), 7~ (1))

% is a Borel measurable selector for which the infimum in (46) is

is optimal, where 75

attained.

Proof. We follow the proof of Theorem 1 of [9]. Consider the operator T defined in (21).
For f1 and fo € C(M), 21,22 € D and m,m2 € S let 7] and 75 € S5 be such that for



240 L. STETTNER

[ =1,2 we have
(47) T fi(z,m) = yIne(m,m)) + In E,, {e” ln(ﬂ{TC(Z(l),é(l)Hfz(2(1)79(7T{<>C(Z(1)>£(1))))}_
Following the proof of Proposition 2 of [3] using (22)-(26) we obtain
(48) 17 fi(22,m2) — 17 fa(22,m2) — (T fi(21,m1) — 17 f2(21,71))
< [yIn e, ) + In B, e 5 CE0) €N+ (().a(moc(().£0))Y
— [yIne(my, ©) + In B, {7 ¢ L0 +(2(1)0(r300(:(1).£N) Y
 Iylne(my, ) + In ., {¢7 0T CE0) €A (E0) gm0
[y Ine(m, 7)) + In B, {e7 TS0+ fal0) g o).

= [ (a0l (a2 €) = oo (s G e g, (5, )
_/[)X:[fl(zvg(ﬂ/loé(zvg)))_f2(2a9(7r11OC(Zag)))}mzhﬂ'i,ﬁ(dzvdé)

s/ (1) — Foles ) (Fragms o — Tt ) (2 % )
DxS

< Iy = fallspL(M).

By Lemma 5 this means that 77 is a local contraction in C(D x §). We have

X
, L BAT.E0))
(49) IT700lsp < yInal 4 sup sup In G Cr e 1), €))7}
o (g BACTE (), 60))
3”1'+MQJ(5@«Z&@mmamwQ
= |ylna| + |yInd| + Z(vy) = M(v).
Therefore by (48) we have
(50) |T7(T70) — T70]y, < L(M () M(7).

Let M(y) < M(1— L(M)). Then [[7720]ly, < M(7)(1+ L(M(%)) < =7

< M. By
induction we then obtain

(51) 770l < NT7"0]lsp + (L(M))™ [ T70|sp

n M(v)
< M)+ LD 4+ (L)) € =i <M
Consequently 770 is in C'(M) and converges in the span norm to the fixed point of the
operator T which is a solution to the equation (46). The remaining part of the proof
follows directly from [10]. =
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