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CHARACTERIZATIONS OF POWER DISTRIBUTIONS VIA
MOMENTS OF ORDER STATISTICS
AND RECORD VALUES

Abstract. Power distributions can be characterized by equalities involv-
ing three moments of order statistics. Similar equalities involving three
moments of k-record values can also be used for such a characterization.
The case of samples with random sizes is also considered.

1. Introduction. Too and Lin [8] have given a characterization of the
uniform distribution by an equality involving only two moments of order
statistics. We extend that result to power distributions. Moreover, we give
a characterization of power distributions in terms of moments of k-record
values. In Sections 4 and 5 we treat the characterization problem when
sample sizes are random (cf. [1], [6], [9]).

2. A characterization of power distributions. Let Xj., be the
kth smallest order statistic of a random sample (Xq,...,X,) from a dis-
tribution F. Let m be a negative integer. We start with the problem of
characterizing the power distribution function F' defined as follows (cf. [1]):

(2.1) F(z)=1-(1+mz)"Y™ zec(0,-1/m).
THEOREM 1. With the above notation suppose that EX?. < oo for
some pair (k,n). Then the equality

2
(22) EX]%TL - |: n[k} EXk:nfm - Ean:|
m [ (n —m)y

1[ N 20
(

— +1] =0,
n — 2m)[k] (n— m)[k] ]

m2
where ny =n(n —1)...(n—k+1), holds iff F is given by (2.1).
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Proof. Let F~1(¢t) = inf{x : F(x) > t, t € (0,1)}. Taking into account
that
1

= 1)7(!71 =T L UL U

we see that F|Xj.,| < oo, and E|Xj.,—m| < co. Furthermore, when F is
given by (2.1), we find that

k
—Bk,n—k+1)], n<s<n-—m.

(2.4) EXps = % <S> [B(k,s —m —k+1)

and

k

n

k

where B(a,b) is the Beta function, and so (2.2) holds true.
Conversely, assume that (2.2) holds. Applying (2.3) we see that (2.2)

can be written as
1

| <F1(t) - w)i’“(l — )"k dt =0,

m
0

which implies that F'(z) is given by (2.1).

)[B(k:,n—k:—2m—|—1)—2B(/<:,n—k—m+1)

When m = —1 Theorem 1 reduces to the following characterization of
the uniform distribution.

COROLLARY 1 (cf. [8]). Let EX?,, < oo for some pair (k,n). Then

2k k(k + 1)

2.9/ EX?2 — " EX;.1 S

iff F(x) ==z on (0,1).
In proving (2.2") we use the equality
(n— k) EXpom + kEXpp1m = nEX o1
with k =1 (cf. [2]).

Using (2.4) and (2.5) we obtain the following characterizing conditions.

THEOREM 1’.  Under the assumptions of Theorem 1 the distribution
function F is given by (2.1) iff

EXk;S:i[i—l}, s=n, n—m,
m (s—m)[k]

1 k] "[k]
EX?, = — [ -2 +11.
i m?2 | (n — 2m)py (n —m)p
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The same results can be derived for the distribution
(2.6) Fz)=1—1+mz)" Y™,  z>0,

where m is a positive integer (cf. [1]). In this case (2.2) holds with n —2m —
k> 0.

3. Characterizations in terms of moments of k-record values.
Let {X,, n > 1} be a sequence of i.i.d. random variables with a common
distribution function F. For a fixed integer £ > 1 we define (cf. [3]) the
sequence of k-record values as follows:

YV = X1, )nemyek-1.  nEN,

where the sequence {L(n), n > 1} of k-record times is given by Lj(1) =1,
Lk(’I’L + 1) = min{j 1y > Lk(n), Xj:j+k—1 > XLk(n):Lk(n)—i-k—l}’ n € N.
A characterization of F' in (2.1) is contained in the following theorem.

THEOREM 2. Let {X,, n > 1} be a sequence of i.i.d. random variables
with a common distribution function F such that Elmin(Xy,..., X3)|?? < 0o
for a fixred k > 1 and some p > 1. Then F is given by (2.1) iff

2 Eo\"
31) EByWM?2_Z|(——) EYyF ™ _Ey®

() () )

form=1,2...
Proof. Suppose that F' is given by (2.1). Then we have
(3.2) EY,*) = (nk_nl)' [ P2 (1)~ log(1 — )]~ 1 (1 — t)F " dt
"0
1 ]{: m
=
and
33)  BO) = ot (P 0 - log(1 — 0" T -0
0
k™ : —m 2 n—1 -1
=T é[a — )™ —11%[=log(1 — )" t(1 — t)F L at
B k™ I'(n)  2I'(n) 1 "
= =D [(k o) Ge—myr TRl )]

:#Kk—km)n”(ﬁ)n“]’
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(3.4) <ﬁ)nEYn(k_m) = %n ((k —12m)" (K —1m)" >

which establishes (3.1).
Conversely, assuming that (3.1) is satisfied we see that

1
IR
0

Since the sequence {(—log(1l —¢))™, n > 1}, is complete in L(0,1) (cf. [7])
we conclude that F(z) is of the form (2.1).

(1—t)~™—1

- r[— log(1 — )"~ (1 —t)*~tdt = 0.

THEOREM 2'. Under the assumptions of Theorem 2 the distribution
function F(x) is given by (2.1) for k > 2m iff the following relations hold:

EYn(S):i[< i ) —1}, s=k,k—m,

m|\s—m
1 k" k"
E(Y,})? = — D 1
(¥a™) m? |\ k —2m k—m *
form=1,2...
Putting m = —1 we obtain the characterization results given in [6]. For
n =1, m = —1 we obtain the result of Too and Lin [§].

Similar considerations lead to the analogous characterizations for the
distribution (2.6). Namely, we have the following results.

THEOREM 3. Let {X,, n > 1} be a sequence of i.i.d. random variables
with a common distribution function F such that E|lmin(X1,..., X;)|?P < 0o
for a fired k > 1 and some p > 1. Then F(x) has the form (2.6) iff for
k —2m > 0, where m is a positive integer,

E(Y(k'))2 _ 3 k py(k-m) _ py(k—m-1)
" m|\k—m " n
1 k " k "
— |1 =2 — =0

THEOREM 3. Under the assumptions of Theorem 3, the distribution
function F' is given by (2.6) iff for k —2m > 0,

EYn(S):i[< i ) —1}, s=k,k—m,

m S—m

s = b))

form=1,2 ...

form=1,2 ...
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Letting m = 1 we obtain the following characterization result.

COROLLARY 2. F(z)=1—(1+z)7 = >0, iff

E\" Eo\" Eo\"
EY¥ )2 —— ) EY*V_py® | 19 — — ) =o.
(¥a™) E—1 n wo ]t —1) T\ 0

4. Characterizations by moments of randomly indexed order
statistics. Let Xj.n be the kth smallest order statistics of a random sample
(Xq,...,XN) with common distribution function F, where N is a random
variable independent of {X,,, n > 1} with a probability function p(k) =
P[N =k, k=1,2,... We write P, = P[N > k|.

In this section we give a characterization for the distribution (2.1) in
terms of moments of order statistics with a random index.

THEOREM 4. With the above notation, suppose that E(XZ. | N > k)
< oo for some k and a given probability function p(-) of N. Then

(41) E(XZyN|IN>k)

2 [E<(ﬂxm_m ‘ N > k> — BE(Xg:N | N > k)]

m N — m)[k]
1 Nik) > < Nik)

+ — E<7 N>k| -2 —————
m? [ (N —2m)p (N —m)y

where Njjg = N(N —1)... (N —k+1), iff F is given by (2.1).

Nz i)+ =0,

Proof. Let F~1(t) = inf{x: F(z) > t, t € (0,1)}. We have

n!

(Fraep=ta —t)nkat, 1>1.

O ey =

Suppose that F' is given by (2.1). Since N is independent of {X,,, n > 1},
from (2.3) we have

(43) EXpn|N>k)= : Z (k — 1)7.1!

—_

<\l =t~ — 1" 11 - t)"* dt P[N = n]

0
Nzk)-1)

1 N
— —E<<¢
m (N —m)
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N,
(44) E<¢Xk:Nm
(N — m)[k]

=

e o]

1 (n —m)!

_mPkT;C(k‘—l)!(n—kz—m)!
nn—1)...(n—k+1)

n—m)(n—m-1)...(n—m—k+1)

x \ (1 —t)"™ = )t" (1 —t)"~™ % dt P[N = n]

N
N>k|-F(—1"
(N —m)

T
L
(@

el Nwm
m —2m) [k]
and

(45) B(XZy|N >k

- L [E<7N[k] N> k> - 2E<7NW N> k> + 1}
m (N — Qm)[k] (N — m)[k]
We see that (4.1) holds true.
Conversely, assume that (4.1) holds. It can be written as
oo 1 2
1—-t) ™ -1
> <F1(t) — L) t*=1(1 — t)""* dt P[N = n] = 0,
m
n=k0

which implies that F' is given by (2.1).

Using (4.3)—(4.5) we have the following characterization conditions in
terms of conditional moments of order statistics.

THEOREM 4'. Under the assumptions of Theorem 4 the distribution
function F is given by (2.1) iff
N2k>—4,

v2 i) e =)

B(Xp | N > F) = — {E<( Al

E<7Xk:N—m ‘ N > ki)
(N —m)

N
ZLF< [

and
1 Ny
FE(X N>k EFl ———— N>k
(K - mz{ <(N_2m)[k] B >
—2E<A N>l<:>+1]
(N=m)g | —
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COROLLARY 3. Let N be a random wvariable with probability function
afd™ 1
4.7 PIN =n]=— =1,2,...; a=———"—, 0€(0,1).
( ) [ n] n Y n = ,Oé ln(l_a)? e(’ )

Then X has the distribution (2.1) iff
22

N —2m n
E X1N o = [92’” o™ — 92" Z — 10" Z ]

N-—-m
1 72m on -m
2 2 2
EX2,y = W[H 20" — af” Y — - +29%Z—+1]
n=1 n=1
REMARK. Putting m = —1 we obtain a characterization of the uniform

distribution in terms of Xi.x, which after using the equality

N
EX{y — EN—_HXI:N =abX; + (1 — 5>EX1 N

leads to the result of [9], i.e
EX?y —2|aEX + - Nexy|=—al2-1o 1—121n(1—9)
LN 0 LN| = 573 7 -

5. Characterizations via moments of randomly indexed record
statistics

THEOREM 5. Let Yjs,k) be the kth record value, where N is a positive
integer-valued random wvariable independent of {X,, n > 1}, and suppose

that E(Y}S,k))2 < 00. Then F is given by (2.1) iff

N
6.1) EBy®e_2|g k) e gy ®

e

Proof. Suppose that F is given by (2.1). Since
n 1
B = s § (1) [ log(l — 0] (1 - 1) d
(n=1"7

and N and {X,,, n > 1} are independent, it follows that

1 N
et = 28| (e5) 1]

ELNy(k—m):iE k N_ELN
k—m N m k—2m k—m ’
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L 1 Eo\Y oY
E(ng))QZW[E(k_Qm) —2E<m> +1],

which establishes (5.1).
Assuming now that (2.1) is satisfied we see that

<k 1—)™ -1\’
;(n—n!é(F_ (t)_( )m >
x [~log(1 — )"~ (1 —t)*~1dt PI[N = n] = 0.

Since the sequence {(—log(1 —t))™, n > 1} is complete in L(0,1) (cf. [7])
it follows that F'(z) has the form (2.1).

Putting m = —1 we have the following characterization.

COROLLARY 4. F(x) =z, x € (0,1), iff

N
E(Y)? 42 (E(%ﬂ) v EY]S,k)>
kY koY
E(——) -—2B(— 1=
* <k+2> <k+1> =0

COROLLARY 5. Let N be a random variable with the probability function
(4.7). Then X has the distribution (2.1) iff

2 EA\Y
E(yMy? - = [E(—) yiFmm EYJ&)}

m k—m
E(1—0)—m
k—m

(cf. [5] with m = 1).

E(1—0)—2m

—al
@108 k—2m

1
+ —2[1+2alog
m

REMARK. F(x) ==z, z € (0,1), iff

N
B(Y )2+ 2<E<—k _k; 1> Y - EY]S,k)>
k(1-0)+1 k(1 —0)+2
—alog - /T2
k1 T E2
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