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NEW EXISTENCE RESULTS ON NONHOMOGENEOQOUS
STURM-LIOUVILLE TYPE BVPS FOR HIGHER-ORDER
p-LAPLACIAN DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS

Abstract. A class of nonlinear boundary value problems for p-Laplacian
differential equations is studied. Sufficient conditions for the existence of so-
lutions are established. The nonlinearities are allowed to be superlinear. We
do not apply the Green’s functions of the relevant problem and the methods
of obtaining a priori bounds for solutions are different from known ones.
Examples that cannot be covered by known results are given to illustrate
our theorems.

1. Introduction. In [3, 4], Erbe and Tang studied the Sturm-Liouville
boundary value problem (BVP for short) for the second order differential
equation which comes from the situation involving nonlinear elliptic prob-
lems in annular regions.

Recently, Qi [8] investigated the following BVP for a higher-order differ-
ential equation:

M) + f(t,x(t),2'(t),..., D) =0, 0<t<l,
t®0)=0 fori=0,1,...,n—3,

(1> (n—2) (n—1) _
az""2(0) — Bz\"7(0) = 0,
yz(=2(1) 4 62~ D(1) = 0,

where «, 3,6, > 0. He proved the existence of positive solutions under the
assumption A = 36 + da + ay > 0 and the following assumptions on f:
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In [2] and [9], Agarwal and Wong investigated BVP (1). Let
M= k(t,s)

se[071}glel[1}/4,1/2] k(s,s)’

where k(t, s) is the Green’s function of the differential equation —u”(¢) = 0,
t € (0,1), subject to the boundary conditions au(0) — fu/(0) = 0 and
yu(1) 4+ éu'(1) = 0. The following existence result was established by using
the upper and lower solution method.

THEOREM (Wong [10]). Suppose that

(D5) there exists a function g € C([0,1] x [0,00)""1;[0,00)) which sat-

isfies
f(t,0,0,...,0) >0 on[0,1] (f may be negative for u; # 0),
g(t, Jurl,. .. Jun_1]) > f(t,ut, ... up_1) on [0,1] x R"™ 1

and one of the following:

(D6) maxgp = Ay € [0, D1) and min goo = Az € (Da/M, ],

(D7) mingy = A3 € (D2/M, 0] and max goo = Ag € [0, D1),

(D8) there exist h € C([0,00)"1;]0,00)), increasing with respect to
Up—1 € [0,00), and g € C([0,1];]0,00)) such that

gt ut, .. un—1) = qt)h(u1, ..., up—1) on [0,1] x [0,00)" L,
. Un—1
sup min > 1,
un_le(O,oo) (ulv"'run—Q)e[OvOO) Qh(u17 cte 7u7‘b—1)
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where
. : g(tula"'aunfl)
max go := lim max ,
UL ,..yun—1—0T t€[0,1] Up—1
. . _ g(t,ut, ..., Up_1)
min gg 1= lim min ,
Ul,.yun—1—01 t€[1/2,3/4] Up—1
. : g(taulw"?unfl)
max geo ‘= lim max ,
UL,eeesUn—1—00 t€[0,1] Up—1
) . ) g(t,ur, ... Uup—1)
min goo := lim min ,
UL, Un—1—00 tE[1/2,3/4] Up—1
1
k(s,s ds) =D = )
<§] (5:5) ' 658+ 378 + ay + 3as
3/4

[ k(L5)a D, o
o 2 %)) T 2T 16636 + 687 + 307 + 8ad

and

k(t

@ := max
t€[0,1]

OMH

Then BVP (1) has at least one nonnegative solution.

In [6], Lian and Wong studied the BVP for the nonlinear p-Laplacian
differential equation of the form

(o= D) + f(t, z(t),2'(t),..., 2 D) =0, 0<t<]I,
z@0)=0 fori=0,1,...,n—3,

22)(0) = Bo(a"1(0)) = 0,

(=2 (1) + By (2"~ (1)) = 0.

We note that the boundary conditions in (2) are nonlinear, unlike the ones

n (1). For BVP (2), the following existence result was established by using
the fixed point theorem in cones in a suitable Banach space.

(2)

THEOREM (Lian and Wong [06]). Suppose that

(D2) ¢ € CYHR,R) is odd and conver and strictly increasing on [0,00);

(D3) f € C([0,1] x [0,00)"71,[0,00)) and there exist distinct positive
constants A and n such that f(t,u1,...,un—1) < ¢(A/(0+1)) on
[0,1] x [0, \]"" and f(t,u1,...,un1) > ¢(1287n) on [1/2,3/4] x
I/ (4 (n — 2)1), ]

(D4) By and B; are both increasing continuous, odd functions defined
on R and at least one of them satisfies the condition that there is
a 0 > 0 such that 0 < B;(x) < 6z for all z > 0.
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Then BVP (2) has at least one positive solution x such that ||z|| lies between
A and .

We note that the nonlinearity f of the equation in the above mentioned
papers only depends on ¢, z, 2/, . .., ("2 and the growth condition imposed
on f is at most linear. In Wong’s theorem above, it is not easy to check the
existence of max gg, min gg, max goo, and min g..; on the other hand, if one
of them does not exist, BVP (1) cannot be solved.

To get solutions of a boundary value problem for the differential equation
n [I], the authors proved that the right focal boundary value problem for
the higher order differential equation

(—1)" P (1) = f(t, (), a D), 0<t <1,
(3) zD(0)=0 fori=0,1,...,p,
(l)()_O fori=p+1,...,n—1,

has solutions under some assumptions. The main condition imposed on f is
the following at most linear growth condition:

(D9) there exist nonnegative numbers a; and L such that

n—1

f (30, )| S D+ anlil.

i=0
In [8], Liu studied the following BVP for a higher-order differential equa-
tion:
M (t) = f(t, (), 2/ (t),..., V@) + (), 0<t<l,
z@D0)=0 fori=0,1,...,p—2,
az®P=1(0) — Bz (0) = yz®) (1) + 7P~V (1) = 0,
t@D1)=0 fori=p+1,....,n—1,

(4)

where 1 < p < n—2, a,0,v and 7 are constants, f is continuous, and
r € L'[0,1]. The main assumptions imposed on f are as follows:

(D10) there exist continuous functions A : [0,1] x R™ — R, continuous
functions g; : [0,1] x R — R ( = 0,1,...,n — 1) and positive
numbers # and m such that

Flt @0, @1, on1) = hit,mo, 21, ..., 2n1) + Y _ gilt, 2:)

and

$n—1h(t> Loy L1y - - 7xn71) Z B|xn71’m+1
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for all ¢t € [0,1] and (zg,x1,...,Zn—1) € R, and

(T
b s 192

‘CU| o0 ¢ [01] |$|m :’I”'LG[O,OO) fOI"L':O’]_’.”’n_l;
— elo,

(D11) there exist continuous functions h(t, zo, ..., x,—1) and continuous
functions g; : [0,1] x R = R (i = 0,1,...,n — 1) such that

n—1
f(t,$0,$1, c.. ,azn,l) = h(t,$0, . ,xn,l) + Zgi(t,l‘i)
1=0

and
l‘nflh(t, LQy - - ,ilj‘nfl) Z 0
for all t € [0,1] and (zo,x1,...,2p—1) € R™, and
i(t
lim sup M =r; €[0,00) fori=0,1,...,n—1;
|zl =00 te[0,1) 2]

(D12) «,fB,v,7 € R with p = 7+ ay + at # 0.

We note that the boundary conditions in the above mentioned papers
are either homogeneous or satisfy (D4), and the conditions imposed on f
are not easy to check (see (D3), (D5) and (D8)).

Motivated by the above mentioned papers, we are concerned with the
following nonlinear Sturm—Liouville boundary value problem for a higher-
order differential equation with the p-Laplacian operator:

[p(a V@) = f(t,2(t), 2/ (1), ...,a"D(1)), tel0,1],
z@D0)=0 fori=0,1,...,n—3,
ax(”_2)(0) - ﬁBo(x(”_l)(O)) = A,
v (1) + 7B (2" V(1)) = B,

where A, B € R, «,7, # and 7 are positive numbers, f : [0,1] x R" — R
is continuous, ¢(z) = |x[P~2z with its inverse function ¥ (x) = |z|9"2x with
1/p+1/q=1, By, B; : R — R are continuous. The boundary conditions in
(5) are nonhomogeneous.

Our purpose is to establish the existence of solutions of BVP (5) without
the assumptions (D1), (D3)—(D5), (D8) or (D9).

This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we present existence
results for solutions of BVP (5). We also give some examples to illustrate
the main results. In Section 3, the proofs of the main results are given.

()

2. Main results and examples. In this section, we first present suf-
ficient conditions for the existence of solutions of BVP (5). Then examples
are given to illustrate the main results.
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To present the results, we set the following assumptions, which will be
used in the main results.

(A1) There exist continuous functions h : [0,1] x R*~! — R, continuous
functions g; : [0,1] x R — R (i = 0,1,...,n — 2) and positive
numbers § and m such that

n—2
f(t, 0o, L1y - ,33‘,172) = h(t, Ty L1y xn,g) + Z gi(t, J}z)
=0

and B
.ﬁUn_Qh(t, Loy L1y 7xn—2) 2 ﬂ’xn—2|m+1
for all t € [0,1] and (xq,1,...,2,_2) € R*™! and
i(t
lim sup l9:t, @) =r;€[0,00) fori=0,1,...,n—2.

2|00 ¢efo,]  |2[™
(A2) a>0,8>0,v>0,7>0 are constants.
(A3) zBj(x) > 0 for all x € R, and there exist constants § > 0 and
H > 0 such that
Bi(x)
¢(x)
THEOREM 2.1. Suppose (A1)—(A3) hold. Then BVP (5) has at least one
solution provided

>0 for|z|>H,i=0,L.

n—3
T3 —
6 _ .

REMARK 2.2. Condition (Al) is imposed on the nonlinearity f, and
(A3) is imposed on By and Bj. They are different from known ones since
the growth is allowed to be superlinear (the degrees of phase variables are
allowed to be greater than 1 if f, By, By are polynomials).

REMARK 2.3. Theorem 2.1 is new since

(i) we allow f to depend on t,z,2’,..., 2" %) and the degree of the
variables in f can be greater than 1 if f is a polynomial;

(ii) the conditions imposed on By and B; are weaker than the known
ones (see (D4)), since we allow By and Bj to be superlinear, and
the monotonicity property of By and Bj is not needed;

(iii) the methods of proof are different from the known ones, since the
considerably technical assumptions (D1), (D3), (D4), (D5), (D8)
and (D9) are not used;

(iv) the assumptions here are easy to check.

The proof of Theorem 2.1 is given in Section 3. Now, we present some
examples to illustrate the main result. In [I], BVP (3) is studied under the
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assumption (D9) in which the growth condition imposed on f is at most
linear. This motivates us to study BVPs with superlinear nonlinearities.

ExXAMPLE 2.4. Consider the problem
[P ()] = 2+ 2>(1) +2[2' ()] + [ ()] [" (1))

2
(7) +) ailzD )P + (),
1=0
z(0) =2/(0) =0, 2"(0) —2[2"(0)]® = 2" (1) + 8[z"(1)]° = 2,

where r(t) is a continuous function, ¢(z) = |z|P~2x with p> 1. It corresponds
to BVP (5) with n = 4, f(t, 20,21, 29) = (2423 +223 +ad) a3+ 37, a;xd +
r(t),a=v=1,8=27=8, Bo(x) =23 and By(z) =2°, A= B =2.

Choose m = 3, h(t,xo,71,22) = (2 + 23 + 222 + 23)a3, gi(t,z;) =
a;ix} +1(t)/3,i=0,1,2. One sees that

f(t, o, 21, 22) = h(t, 0,21, 22) + go(t, x0) + g1(t, x1) + g2(t, x2),
h(t, o, 1, x2)Te = (2 4 28 + 203 + 23)xs > 223,

and
lim |gl($;f1)| =la;|, i=0,1,2.
: i
Hence (A1) holds. It is easy to see that (A3) holds. Since
B()(x) _ ? _ ‘J)|4_p Bl(‘r) _ a® _ ‘xlﬁ—p
¢(x) |2z ICICO N e ’

one sees that (A4) holds, i.e., there exist constants # = 1 and H > 0 such
that B;(x)/¢(xz) > 6 for all |z| > H (i = 0,1). By Theorem 2.1, it is easy
to check that, for each r € CY[0,1], BVP (7) has at least one solution if

2
> ico lail < 2.
ExampLE 2.5. Consider the problem

D)) = 2 +2°(t) + 22" ()] + [ (0] H [ ()]

4
+ Y iz @) + (),
=0

z(0) = 2'(0) = 2"(0) = 2"(0) = 0,

x////(o) _ 2[1,/////(0)]5 — 1,////(1) + 8[:1:,/////(1)]7 — 87

(1) = 0.

By Theorem 2.1, it is easy to check that, for each r € C°[0, 1], BVP (8) has
at least one solution if

lao| | Jaa|
& o

+ lag| + |a| + |as] < 2.
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ExaMPLE 2.6. Consider the problem
2 2
(D@2 = Fe " OF + ale@F + b/ ()P +r(t),
9) z(0) = 2'(0) = 2"(0) =0,
xl/l(o) _ 2[1,//1/(0)]3 — I'I”(l) + 3.,1;////(1) — 9

By Theorem 2.1, it is easy to check that, for each r € C°[0,1], BVP (9) has
at least one solution if |a| + |b] < 1.

It is of interest that all nonlinear functions in Examples 2.1-2.3 are
superlinear, so the known results in [Il 2, [7, [8 O] mentioned in Section 1
cannot be applied.

3. The proof of the main theorem. In this section, we prove the
theorem presented in Section 2. This will be done by using the following
fixed point theorem.

Let X and Y be real Banach spaces, L : D(L) C X — Y be a Fredholm
operator of index zero, and P: X — X, Q : Y — Y be projectors such that
ImP=KerL, KerQ=ImL, X=KerL®KerP, Y =ImL&ImQ.
It follows that

L|D(L)ﬂKerP . D(L) NKerP —ImL

is invertible. We denote its generalized inverse by Kp : Im L — D(L)NKer P.

If £2 is an open bounded subset of X with D(L)N§2 # (), amap N : X —
Y will be called L-compact on 2 if QN (£2) is bounded and Kp(I — Q)N :
2 — X is compact.

LEMMA 3.1. Let X and Y be real Banach spaces, L : X — Y be a
Fredholm operator of index zero and let N : X — Y be L-compact on each
open bounded {2 C X. Assume that the following conditions are satisfied:

(i) Lx # ANz for every (z,\) € [(D(L) \ Ker L) N 9£2] x (0,1);
(i) Nz ¢ Im L for every x € Ker L N 0£2;
(iii) deg(AQN |kerr,2NKer L,0) # 0 for some isomorphism A :Y/Im L
— Ker L.

Then the equation Lz = Nx has at least one solution in D(L) N £2.
It is easy to transform BVP (5) to the system
z(8) = P(y(t)),
y'(t) = ft,z(t),2'(t),....,.a"D(t), telo,1],
tM0)=0 fori=0,1,...,n—3,
(11) az"=2)(0) — BBy (¢ (y(0)))
ya"2)(1) + TBi(4(y(1))) = B.

(10)

I
k=
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For z € C°[0,1], define [|z|lo = max,c(o ) |2(t)]. Let X = C"~2[0,1] X
C%[0,1] and Y = C°[0, 1] x C°[0,1] x R%2. We endow X with the norm
n—2
el = max{llzfloo, - 125" o llz2lloc)

for all z = (z1,22) € X, and Y with the norm

ly[l = max{{lyi[loc, [y2]lo: lar, lazl}

for y = (y1,y2,a1,a2) € Y. Then X and Y are real Banach spaces.
For BVP (10)—(11), let

D(L) = {(z,y) € X : 2 € C"Y0,1), y € C1(0,1),
2(0)=0,i=0,...,n—3}.

Define the linear operator L : X N D(L) — Y and the nonlinear operator
N:X —Y by

L (x(t)> - y/@)( for (z,y) € X N D(L),
(

c(y(t))
n—2
N(Q?(t)) flt,z(t),2'(t),...,z*2)
(8/a)Bo(¥(y(0))) + A/ ex
—(7/7)Bi(¢(y(1)) + B/~
LEMMA 3.2. Suppose that (A3) holds. Then

(i) KerL = {(0,a) : a € R} and ImL = {(y1,2,a,b) : Séyl(s) ds =
b—a};

(ii) = is a solution of BVP (5) if (x,y) € D(L) is a solution of the
operator equation L(x,y) = N(x,y) in D(L);

(iii) there exist projectors P: X — X and Q : Y — Y such that Ker L =
Im P and Ker Q = Im L; furthermore, if {2 C X s an open bounded
subset with 2N D(L) # 0, then N is L-compact on (2;

(iv) L is a Fredholm operator of index zero.

for (z,y) € X.

Proof. The proofs of (i) and (ii) are simple.
For (iii), we define the projectors P and @ by

P(z,y) = (0,y(0)) forall x = (z,y) € X,

1
Q(ylay%a) b) = (Syl(s) ds — (b_ a)707 an) for all (y17y2>a7 b) ey
0
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The generalized inverse Kp : Im L — D(L) NKer P of L is
t

—5 n—2 a n—2 t
Kp(y1,y2,a,b) = (S (t(n_)z)!yl(s) ds + (nt_Q)!, §y2(3) d8>7
0 0

and the isomorphism A : Y/Im L — Ker L is defined by A(a,0,0,0) = (0, a).
The proof of (iv) is standard, using the methods of [10].

Proof of Theorem 2.1. From the definitions of X, Y, D(L) and the op-
erators L and N, it is easy to show that L : D(L) C X — Y is a Fredholm
operator of index zero, and N : X — Y is L-compact on any open bounded
subset of X. To apply Lemma 3.1, we proceed in the following four steps.

STEP 1. Let
2y ={(z,y) € D(L) : L(z,y) = AN (z,y) for some X\ € (0,1)}.

We prove that (2 is bounded. It suffices to prove that there exists a constant
M5 > 0 such that

(12) Iz, y)ll = max{lz]loc, - -, 2" loo, [lylloc} < M5
for all (x,y) € (2.

(i) We prove that there exists a constant M > 0 such that

1

(13) {122 ()| ds < M.
0

For (x,y) € £2y, we have

(2 D(t) = Mp(y(t)),

Y (t) = M (t,x(t), 2/ (t),..., "D (t)), te]lo,1],
(14) zP0)=0 fori=0,1,...,n—3,

2"=2(0) = A(B/a) Bo(¥(y(0))) + A/,
2("72(1) = =A\(7/7)B1(4(y(1))) + AB/7.

It follows from (14) that

{qﬁ(@)]/ =M (tzt),2'@),..., "D (@)).

So

(15) o@D @) =2 (1)
= dNNF(t, z(t), 2 (t), ..., 2D ()" D (1).
Integrating (15) from 0 to 1, we get
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=3 (=otrap e (Z D) ¢ oo-nay)

£(n=1)
Moo 25 (Z D) + Lot

—

— Yo"V ()2 (s) ds.
0
It follows from (A3) and the definition of ¢ that

Bi@/N g it le/a > B i= 0,1,

o/
~o() () + Zote) = - Zowo(§ )3 () + Dot
< Blooyein) it < 8,
and
~o) 2805 ) - Sote) = - Loo(§) B () - ote)
<Blooqm) ey <
Then

(oot () f )

_ [MBIeNeH) if \a: (1 /A\ < H,
~ (n—1)
A(=¢(x D (1)) 20 ( <”> (=1 (1))) if [z(*D(1)/A| > H,




306 Y. J. Liu

ABlo(H) if [« (1)/A < H,
T n— 2 2p2 . n—
Mgl [~ (oD (1) — B 4 ST if |2 (1) /A > H
BZ
4vT10

< max{w(wqus(H» AGN) } — A,

Similarly we get

(st on a2+ astao-00))

2

< max{wmwcb(m, AG(N) 4’;@9} — AN .

Then
1

SN 1 (5, 2(5), 2" D()a" 2 (s) ds < MG My + AG(\) My,
0
It follows that
1
§ 5, 2(5), o2 ()2 2s)d < Wy + Wl
0

Using (A1) and (A2), we get
1
S f(s,z(s),... ,x("72)(8))1‘(”72)(5) ds

1 n—21
— [ (s, 2(s),...a" D ()2 D(s)ds + 3 | gis,2D ()22 (s) ds
0 i=0 0
< My + M
Hence
1 1
Ié] S |22 (5) ™+ ds < S h(s,z(s), ...,z D (s))z™ 2 (s)ds
0 0
n—21
< Mo+ =) | gi(s, 29 ()" (s) ds
1=0 0
n—21
< Mo+ M+ Y | lgils, 2@ ()] 2772 (s)| ds
1=0 0

From (6), pick € > 0 such that

n—3

- T+ €
ﬁ>z—[( Z. I + rp—2 + €.
i=0
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For such € > 0, from (A1), there exists 6 > 0 such that
(16)  |gi(t,z)| < (r; +€)|x|™ for |z| > and t € [0,1],i=0,...,n — 2.
Denote
Ay ={t:te0,1], [29()] <6}, i=0,...,n—2,
Agi={t:te0,1],|zD)]>6}, i=0,....,n—2,
B

= i =0,...,n—2.
95,i te[or%af;lqlgz( z) i n

We note, for ¢ = 0,...,n — 3, that

C(t— s)n3 1 :

Oy = (L2 (n-2) (n—2)
V()| = — s)ds| < T ds
00 = | G| < gy L)

Then we get

1

i) S |22 ()| ds < My + My
0

n—2
+ 1gi(s, 29 ()| (s) |d8+z J 1gi(s, 2D ()l ()| ds

1=0 Al,i =0 Ag i
n—2 ! 1/(m+1) !

< Zg&i (S |x(n—2)(8)|m+1 ds) + (rn_a +e€) S |x(n—2)(8)|m+1 ds
i=0 0 0
n—3 i+ € 1
( (n—2) m+1 EY YA
+. [(n_g_i)!]mgyx ()| ds + My + M.
=0 0
One has
n—3 1
7 _ rite€ _ (n=2) ( o\ |m+1
<ﬂ 2 g (- “)) LRGN
= : (n=2); ymt1 g YD —
< Zg(;,i (S |z (s)] ds) + My + M.
i=0 0

It is easy to see from the definition of € that there is M > 0 such that

1
| 122 (s)[™ 1 ds < M.
0

(ii) We prove that there exists a constant My > 0 such that

(@) <M
i=0,rfii.),(n72”$ oo < Ma.
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It follows from (i) that for i = 0,...,n — 3, we get

L Pl —

S s ) e T e)lds <

1
N Ve VI =)
(n—3—1)!

Now, we consider |z("~?)||w. It follows from the above inequality that
there is tg € [0,1] such that |z("=2) (to)| < MY D),

For t < ty, by integrating (15) from 0 to ¢, we get

O ey

t

SN f(s,2(s), ..., 2072 ()" (s) ds
0

= ¢V ()22 () = o@D (0)2" 2 (0) = [ (2" ()" (s) ds
0
< ¢V ()22 (8) + G\ A M.

Thus we have

2D (a2 (1)

~—

It follows that

to

J 2"V ()i (2" (s)) ds

Hence
1 1
S (@))7 < = |z ()7
q q
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to S n—2s
< M — oA § (1Bl D ) du 3 L)
t 0 =00
x 2" (u) du) - ﬁo) ds

=0
1 1 n—-2
< Mo+ M ([ oo 2 ) ) ) )
0 =0
1 n—2 1
gﬁﬁ+<MMmm+w< gss | o (s) ds
q =0 0
n—3 1 L
i+ € (n—2) mH mt
3R s (1) s o
n—2 L 1/(m+1)
< Mo+ qu/(m“ +«/}<Zgaz(§ =2 () d3>
=0 0

1 1
r; +€ n—2) m+1 (n—2) m+1
+Z [(n—3—1i)! ]m§)|x( ()] du+(7"n—2+€)§)|x ()" ds

Mo+t Mo/

+¢(ZQ6M +Z [(n— —Z] M—i—(rn_g—l—e)M).
It follows that

(n=2)(4\|2  ___ q/(m+1)
DO _ e, M
q

+ w(z 6. gL/ (mA1) 4 Z o n + €) _ (rna+ e)M>

For t > tg, we have

(18)
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Thus we have

2D () (2 (1))
1
< —w(w)x | flu,z(w), ..., 2D (u) 2" (u) du + ¢(A)AE).

We get
1|x(”*2)(t)|‘1 < 1|$(n 2)(,5 NE
q _1(1

— J 0 (SO (), 2D @)™ (w)du + GO ) ds.

Similarly to the above argument, we can get

(n=2)(p\ja  __ ppY(m+1) =2
(19) w <M+ ———+ ) gsaM M/ (mH)
=0

r+e
+Z o3 : ) — + (rn—2 + €)M.

It follows from (18) and (19) that there exists a constant M; > 0 such that
|2("=?)||o < M. Together with (17), one gets

) 1/(m+1)
@) ol = o ol < max{ a1, 2y =

=0,...,n—2 - (n—3—1)!

iii) We prove that there exist constants M3, M4 > 0 such that
(iii)

Iylloo < M"Y + My,
First, we consider S(l) ly(s)|?~ ! ds. By (14), we get

= ¢(z" V(1)) (A;Bl <M> N Af)

< AGN) Mo + ApN M1 — ¢ | 22 (5) f (5, 2(s), .., 272 (s)) ds.
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Then

1
§ ly(s)/7" ds < ¥y + 3y

0
1 n—21 '
- S x(”_Q)(s)h(s, x(s),..., 1:(”_2)(5)) ds — S gi(s, x(z)(s))x("_m(s) ds
0 =0 0
n—21 ‘
< Mo+ M+ Y lgils, 29 ()] |22 ()] ds
=00
n—2

- : 1/(m+1)
<Moo+ M+ gsi (S |22 (5)|m 1 ds)

=0 0
n—3 rite 1 X
+ Z [(n_zg—_z)l]m S |22 (W)™ du + (rp—g + €) S 1272 (5) ™+ ds
i=0 ™0 )
< Mo+ M; + ;MQ/(W—H)
n—2 n—3

Then there exists ¢; € [0, 1] such that |y(¢1)] < Mg/(q_l). Together with

Y (O] = Mt a(t), ... a2 (1))

= €01 <M |f(t 20, 21, 2n2)| = Ma,
one gets
t
Iylloe = ma y(0)] = gma[o(er) + § /(o) ds| < 23170+ M

t1

It follows from (i)—(iii) that

(2, )| < max{||z], |yllo} < max{My, Mz ™" 4 My} = Ms.

Thus 2y = {(z,y) € D(L) : L(z,y) = AN(z,y) for A € (0,1)} is bounded.
This completes Step 1.

STEP 2. Let 1 = {# € KerL : Nz € ImL}; we prove that {2y is
bounded.
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Let x = (0,a) € Ker L and Nz € Im L. Since

b(a)
0 £(t,0,0,...,0)
N = )
(@O rarmtoten + (47
—(7/7)B1(¢(a)) + (B/7)
we deduce from Nz € Im L and Lemma 3.2 that

1

| vla)di = ~ZBu(wia) + 2 - ZBuuta)) - 5.
0

Then

a (e a ya aa a

We prove that there exists a constant Mg > H > 0 (H is given in (A3))
such that |a| < Mg. In fact, one has

(21) lim (Z - % - i‘”) =0 or —oc.

Bi(W(a)) B Bo((a) B A ()

=19

On the other hand, let ¥(a) = b. It follows from (A4) that
(T Bi(¥(a) | B Bo(¥(a)\ _ . . o7 Bi(b) B Bo(b)
)t (5 2 G (55 + 2 )

210+99>0.
Y «Q

Then (21) contradicts (22). Hence there exists a constant Mg > H > 0 such
that |a| < M.

STEP 3. Let
Q={rcKerL: M 'z + (1 - NQNz =0, A€ [0,1]}.

We prove that (2 is bounded.
We will prove that there exists a constant M7 > 0 such that |a| < My
for each (0,a) € £25. In fact, let x = (0,a) € {25. One sees that

A@,0,0,0)+(1—-X) <¢(a) + %Bl (Y(a))— Zj + gBo(q/;(a)) + 2’ 0,0, 0> =0.

Then
B A
x+ (1= ) (v@) + ZBiv@) - £+ LBowia) + ) =o.
If A\=1, then a =0. If A < 1, then
a B A 8

1_A+;_E_w@=§&wm»+&&wm»
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It follows that

(3) oA MO : Bib() , 5 Bo(v(a)
Since
. A B—-A (a)
(24) hlcrln_s)i)p<—1_/\+ . ) <0
and
iming( T Br®(@) | B Bo(v(a))
(25) hc{&lgof<’y . + 5 . ) > 0,

we get a contradiction from (23)—(25). Thus there exists a constant M7 > 0
such that |a| < M7 for each (0,a) € (2.

STEP 4. Let
R={rxeX:|x| < Ms+ Mg+ M;+1}.

Then {2 is a nonvoid bounded open subset of X centered at zero. It follows
from Steps 1-3 that
2D U Ul

It is easy to see that L(x,y) # AN (x,y) for A € (0,1] and (x,y) € D(L)NIL2;
N(z,y) ¢ ImL for every (z,y) € Ker L N 02; and deg(AQN |kerr, £2 N
Ker L,0) # 0. It follows from Lemmas 3.2 and 3.1 that L(z,y) = N(xz,y)
has at least one solution (z,y) in 2. Then z is a solution of BVP (5). The
proof is complete.
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