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The nationwide incidence of hepatitis C in Egypt: Toward
realistic estimates

Recently, the nationwide incidence of hepatitis C in Egypt has attracted much
attention both in the scientific literature and mass media. Alarming new estimates
exceeding 500 000 new cases per year (6.9/1000 per person-year) have been made
based on data originating from the Egyptian Demographic and Health Survey per-
formed in 2008. However, a more complete analysis of the hepatitis C epidemiology
in Egypt, based on additional national-level as well as cohort-level data, reveals a
very different story. First, it unveils a complex epidemic dynamics that violates the
simplistic methodological assumptions made for the incidence estimates; it thus be-
comes obvious that incidence has been overestimated. Second, a comparison with
direct incidence measurements in rural cohorts suggests that the overestimation is
by at least a factor of three. Accurate estimate of the hepatitis C incidence in
Egypt remains a task for the future.
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