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FOREWORD

Poisson geometry originated in the study of classical mechanics and took on new

importance when Poisson brackets were understood as the classical “shadow” of quantum

commutator brackets. Although some of the basic examples and properties of Poisson

brackets were already found in the 19th century (Poisson, Jacobi, Lie. . . ), the systematic

study of Poisson geometry really began with the work of Lichnerowicz and Kirillov in the

mid 1970’s. Over the following two decades, the subject flourished to the point where it

seemed appropriate to convene an international workshop on Poisson geometry.

In 1996, the Banach Center proposed to Professors Janusz Grabowski and Stanisław

Zakrzewski that they organize such a meeting in 1998 as a satellite conference to the

ICM in Berlin. Along with Jean-Paul Dufour and Mikhail Zhitomirskii, I gladly joined

the organizing committee of the workshop, although personal considerations eventually

made it impossible for me to attend. The aim of the meeting, which was well realized, was

to gather people working on all aspects of the geometric, algebraic, and physical aspects

of Poisson manifolds and their quantizations.

As all the workshop participants and many readers of this volume know, Stan* Za-

krzewski died suddenly at the end of April, 1998, less than four months before the meet-

ing**. The importance of Stan’s contributions to Poisson geometry, his role in organizing

the workshop, and most important the warm personal feelings we had toward our friend

left no question but that this workshop and its proceedings would be dedicated to his

memory.

On behalf of the editors, I hope that this volume will enable its readers (myself

included!) to benefit from the assembly of Poisson geometers gathered in Warsaw in

August, 1998, and to learn the “state of the art” in the young subject in which Stanisław

Zakrzewski’s scientific and personal contributions have meant so much.

Alan Weinstein

* “Stan” was his self-chosen English nickname. Of course, he was Staszek, Staś to his Polish

friends.

** Workshop on Poisson Geometry, 3–15 August 1998, Warsaw.
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