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PRE-TANGO STRUCTURES AND UNIRULED VARIETIES

BY

YOSHIFUMI TAKEDA (Nara)

Abstract. The pre-Tango structure is an ample invertible sheaf of locally exact dif-
ferentials on a variety of positive characteristic. It is well known that pre-Tango structures
on curves often induce pathological uniruled surfaces. We show that almost all pre-Tango
structures on varieties induce higher-dimensional pathological uniruled varieties, and that
each of these uniruled varieties also has a pre-Tango structure. For this purpose, we first
consider the p-closed rational vector field induced by a pre-Tango structure, and the
smoothness of the fibration induced by the p-closed rational vector field.

Moreover, we give two examples: of a 3-dimensional variety of general type whose
automorphism group scheme is not reduced, and of a non-uniruled variety which has a
pre-Tango structure inducing a higher-dimensional pathological uniruled variety.

1. Introduction. Let X be a projective algebraic variety over an al-
gebraically closed field k of characteristic p > 0. Let F : X̃ → X be the
relative Frobenius morphism over k. We then have a short exact sequence

0 → OX → F∗OX̃
→ F∗B

1
X̃

→ 0,

where B1
X̃

is the first sheaf of coboundaries of the de Rham complex of X̃.

Suppose that there exists an ample invertible subsheaf L of F∗B1
X̃

regarded
as an OX-module. We then call L a pre-Tango structure. Consider the exact
sequence

0 → L−1 → F∗OX̃
⊗OX

L−1 → F∗B
1
X̃
⊗OX

L−1 → 0.

By taking cohomology, we have

0 → H0(X,L−1) → H0(X,F∗OX̃
⊗OX

L−1) → H0(X,F∗B
1
X̃
⊗OX

L−1)

→ H1(X,L−1) → · · ·

Since H0(X,F∗OX̃
⊗OX

L−1) = 0 and H0(X,F∗B1
X̃
⊗OX

L−1) 6= 0, we know

that H1(X,L−1) 6= 0. Hence, if X is a smooth variety of dimension greater
than one, then the pair (X,L) is a counter-example to the Kodaira vanishing
theorem in positive characteristic. However, it is hard to find such a pair in
dimension greater than one.
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On the other hand, in dimension one, almost all smooth projective curves
have pre-Tango structures (see Takeda and Yokogawa [14]). In fact, Ray-
naud’s famous counter-example ([6]) is constructed as a uniruled surface
over a smooth projective curve with a Tango structure, which is a pre-Tango
structure satisfying an additional condition (see Section 3). Furthermore,
Russell ([8]) gave an example of a smooth surface of general type with non-
trivial global vector fields (see also Mukai [4]). He constructed the example
from a curve with a certain Tango structure. That example is also a uniruled
surface.

Raynaud obtained his uniruled surface by taking a separable double or
triple covering of a ruled surface over a curve with a Tango structure, and he
showed that the uniruled surface has a pre-Tango structure. By generalizing
Raynaud’s method, Mukai ([4]) constructed some (d+ 1)-dimensional unir-
uled varieties with pre-Tango structures from d-dimensional varieties with
pre-Tango structures. In particular, Mukai’s 2-dimensional examples include
not only Raynaud’s but also Russell’s examples. Moreover, for each natural
number d greater than one, Mukai has given an example of a curve with a
Tango structure which induces a smooth uniruled variety of dimension d,
with a Tango structure (see the diagram below).

separable finite covering

with a pre-Tango structure
⇐ (d+ 1)-dimensional ruled variety

fibration ց ⇑

d-dimensional original variety

with a pre-Tango structure

Every example of a higher-dimensional variety with a pre-Tango struc-
ture mentioned above has a fibration onto the lower-dimensional original va-
riety (see the diagram above). All fibres of such a fibration are rational curves
which have one cuspidal point each. Further, the locus of the cuspidal points
is a p-section of the fibration. More precisely, that locus is a purely insepara-
ble covering of degree p of the base variety. In addition, after normalizing the
fibre product of the fibration and the purely inseparable covering over the
original variety, we obtain a ruled variety. Indeed, Russell obtained his exam-
ple by taking the quotient of a ruled surface over (a purely inseparable cov-
ering of) a curve with a Tango structure, by a p-closed rational vector field.

It is the primary purpose of the present article to comprehend the rela-
tions among pre-Tango structures, purely inseparable coverings, and p-closed
rational vector fields. Furthermore, as an application, we shall construct a
(d + 1)-dimensional uniruled variety with a pre-Tango structure by tak-
ing the quotient by a certain p-closed rational vector field on an appropriate
ruled variety over the induced purely inseparable covering of a d-dimensional
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variety with a pre-Tango structure (see the diagram below and see also
Section 4). This is a generalization of Russell’s method and the resulting
uniruled variety has a fibration onto the original variety.

ruled variety ⇒
(d+ 1)-dimensional uniruled variety

with a pre-Tango structure

⇑ ↓ fibration

purely inseparable covering ⇐
d-dimensional original variety

with a pre-Tango structure

In Section 2, we shall consider p-closed rational vector fields on a smooth
variety with a smooth fibration onto a lower-dimensional smooth variety. It
is the secondary purpose of the present article to investigate the smoothness
of the induced fibration between the quotient varieties by a p-closed rational
vector field. The results in Section 2 are extensions of those of the author’s
earlier article [10] and they will be used in Section 4.

Section 3 is devoted to our primary purpose mentioned above. We shall
introduce the notion of pre-Tango and Tango structure on a variety. That
is a generalization of the notion introduced in [14]. We shall show that each
pre-Tango structure induces a purely inseparable covering with a p-closed
rational vector field. In particular, in the case of Tango structure, we shall
observe that the invertible sheaf associated to the divisor of the induced
vector field is isomorphic to the dual of the pull-back of the Tango struc-
ture.

In Section 4, we shall construct higher-dimensional uniruled varieties
from varieties with pre-Tango structures by the above-mentioned general-
ization of Russell’s method, that is to say, the reverse of the process described
in Section 3. More precisely, taking a suitable ruled variety over the purely
inseparable covering induced from a pre-Tango structure, we shall naturally
obtain a p-closed rational vector field whose divisor is an anti-ample divisor
on the ruled variety, and we shall obtain the quotient variety, which is a uni-
ruled variety. Moreover, on the quotient variety, we shall find an invertible
sheaf of local exact differentials whose pull-back is isomorphic to the dual of
the invertible sheaf associated to the divisor of the above-mentioned p-closed
rational vector field, that is, a pre-Tango structure. The resulting uniruled
varieties are the same as Mukai’s and most of the results in Sections 3 and 4
can be found in [4].

If a smooth projective variety of dimension greater than one has a pre-
Tango structure, then it gives a counter-example to the Kodaira vanishing
theorem in positive characteristic, as mentioned at the beginning. Here, we
are interested in the question whether every projective variety of dimension
greater than one with a pre-Tango structure induces a counter-example to
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the Kodaira vanishing theorem. In this connection we may pose the following
question:

Suppose that a projective variety X of dimension greater than one
has a pre-Tango structure. Does then the Hodge–de Rham spectral
sequence of X degenerate at E1?

Regrettably, the author does not know what the complete answer is. How-
ever, it is known that, in the case of the uniruled surfaces obtained from
pre-Tango structures on curves, frequently, the spectral sequences do not
degenerate at E1 (see [13] and [14]). In Section 5, we shall prove that the
above-mentioned higher-dimensional uniruled variety constructed from a
pre-Tango structure satisfying an extra condition on a projective variety
has non-closed global differential 1-forms.

Through our construction of higher-dimensional uniruled varieties, we
have explicit local equations which determine the varieties. Hence it is easy
to consider their automorphisms. In fact, we shall prove in Section 5 that the
uniruled variety constructed from a specific Tango structure on a projective
variety is a variety of general type whose automorphism group scheme is not
reduced.

The uniruled varieties which are constructed by several applications of
the above-mentioned processes from certain Tango structures on projective
curves are the only known examples of higher-dimensional smooth varieties
which have pre-Tango structures. Therefore, we pose the following question:

Suppose that a smooth projective variety X of dimension greater
than one has a pre-Tango structure. Is then X a uniruled variety?

The author regrets once again that he does not know the answer to this
question. However, it is known that, if a smooth projective variety which is
not uniruled has an ample invertible sheaf L such that Lp−1⊗OX

ω−1
X is am-

ple, then H1(X,L−1) = 0 (Corollary II.6.3 in Kollár [2]). On the other hand,
in the case of a normal projective variety, the answer is negative. Indeed,
Mumford gave an example of a pre-Tango structure on a normal projective
surface which is not uniruled ([5]). However, it is unknown whether or not
the desingularization of that surface has a pre-Tango structure. In Section 6,
we shall give a generalization of Mumford’s example and, by considering it
precisely, we shall show that the uniruled variety which is constructed from
a pre-Tango structure on our non-uniruled variety has non-closed global dif-
ferential 1-forms. This suggests that the uniruled varieties are not the only
varieties which trigger off pathological phenomena in positive characteristic.

Further, in Section 6, we shall construct another example, which is a
3-dimensional smooth variety of general type whose automorphism group
scheme is not reduced.
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2. p-closed rational vector fields and fibrations. In this section,
we use the notion of quotient by a rational vector field. We follow the ter-
minology of Rudakov–Shafarevich [7]. For the precise definition and basic
properties of p-closed rational vector fields on an algebraic variety, see [7]
and Seshadri [9].

Let k be an algebraically closed field of characteristic p > 0 and let V be
a smooth irreducible variety of dimension m over k. We consider a p-closed
rational vector field D on V . At an arbitrary point P of V we can write

D = gP

(
f1

∂

∂x1
+ · · · + fm

∂

∂xm

)
,

where x1, . . . , xm are local coordinates at P , where gP is a rational function
and f1, . . . , fm are regular functions at P without common factors. The
functions {gP }P∈V determine a divisor on V , which we call the divisor of D
and denote by (D). Furthermore, we have a natural injection

OV ((D))D → ΘV ,

where ΘV is the tangent bundle of V . Let C be an irreducible subvariety of
codimension one. We call C an integral subvariety for D provided that, for
the general point P of C, the vector (1/gP )D|P is tangent to C.

Let W be a smooth irreducible variety of dimension n over k and let
f : V → W be a smooth morphism over k. Assume that D(k(W )) ⊂ k(W )
and set ∆ = D|k(W ). It is easy to verify that if D is p-closed, then so is ∆.
We have a diagram of sheaves on V :

0 → OV ((D))D → ΘV

↓

0 → f∗OW ((∆))∆ → f∗ΘW

↓

0

Moreover, we have

Lemma 2.1. There exists a natural injection

OV ((D))D → f∗OW ((∆))∆.

Proof. Take an arbitrary point P of V and set Q = f(P ). Let x1, . . . ,
xn be a regular system of parameters of the local ring OW,Q. We can write

∆ =
g

h

(
f1

∂

∂x1
+ · · · + fn

∂

∂xn

)
,

where f1, . . . , fn, g, and h are regular functions at Q such that f1, . . . , fn
have no common factors and g and h have no common factors. Then the
divisor (∆) is locally determined by the function g/h. Take regular functions
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xn+1, . . . , xm at P so that x1, . . . , xn, xn+1, . . . , xm form a regular system
of parameters of the local ring OV,P . We can write

D =
g

h
f1

∂

∂x1
+ · · · +

g

h
fn

∂

∂xn
+D(xn+1)

∂

∂xn+1
+ · · · +D(xm)

∂

∂xm
.

Take regular functions h′, fn+1, . . . , fm at P such that

D(xn+1) =
fn+1

h′
, . . . , D(xm) =

fm
h′
.

We then have

D =
g

h
f1

∂

∂x1
+ · · · +

g

h
fn

∂

∂xn
+
fn+1

h′
∂

∂xn+1
+ · · · +

fm
h′

∂

∂xm

=
1

hh′

(
h′gf1

∂

∂x1
+ · · · + h′gfn

∂

∂xn
+ hfn+1

∂

∂xn+1
+ · · · + hfm

∂

∂xm

)
.

Let g′ be the greatest common factor of h′gf1, . . . , h′gfn, hfn+1, . . . , hfm.
The divisor (D) is thus locally determined by the function g′/hh′.

Now we use the following sublemma:

Sublemma 2.2. Let ϕ : A →֒ B be a flat extension of unique factor-

ization domains. If α, β ∈ A have no common factors in A, then they have

none in B.

By the sublemma, f1, . . . , fn have no common factors in OV,P . Hence g′

divides h′g. So, h′g/g′ is regular at P . Since g′/hh′ and g/h locally determine
the divisors (D) and f∗(∆) respectively, we have an injection OV ((D)) →
f∗OW ((∆)). Therefore, we only have to show the sublemma.

Proof of Sublemma. Consider the multiplication by α in the residue ring
of A by the ideal βA, i.e., α · ∗ : A/βA → A/βA. Since α and β have no
common factors in A, the mapping α · ∗ is injective. By tensoring with B,
we obtain the mapping α · ∗ ⊗A B : A/βA ⊗A B → A/βA ⊗A B, that is,
multiplication by α in the residue ring B/βB. Since B is flat over A, we
know that α · ∗ ⊗A B is injective. Hence α and β have no common factors
in B.

Let us return to the subject and consider the quotient of a variety by
a rational vector field. We retain the same references [7] and [9]. Let P
be a closed point of V and set Q = f(P ). Assume that D and ∆ have
only divisorial singularities at P and at Q, respectively. By the previous
lemma, we have an injection OV ((D))D → f∗OW ((∆))∆. Let R be its
cokernel. Consider the quotients V D and W∆. We then have a morphism
g : V D → W∆. Let P ′ and Q′ be the images of P and Q, respectively the
canonical epimorphisms. We then have

Theorem 2.3. Under the above notation and assumptions, g is smooth

at P ′ if and only if P lies outside the support of R.
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Proof. We take a regular system of parameters (ξ1, . . . , ξm) of the com-

pletion ÔV,P of OV,P such that

D = h
∂

∂ξ1
,

where h determines the divisor (D). In addition, we take a regular system

of parameters (τ1, . . . , τn) of the completion ÔW,Q of OW,Q such that

∆ = h′
∂

∂τ1
,

where h′ determines the divisor (∆). Since D|k(W ) = ∆, we have D(τ1) =
∆(τ1) and so

∂τ1
∂ξ1

=
h′

h
.

In particular, the function h′/h is in ÔV,P . Note that R is the cokernel of the
injection OV ((D))D → f∗OW ((∆))∆ and that h and h′ are local equations
of the divisors (D) and (∆), respectively. If P lies in the support of R, then

h′

h
(P ) = 0

and so ∂τ1/∂ξ1(P ) = 0. Otherwise, h′/h(P ) 6= 0 and so ∂τ1/∂ξ1(P ) 6= 0.
Consider the Jacobian matrix




∂τ1
∂ξ1

. . . ∂τn
∂ξ1

...
...

∂τ1
∂ξm

. . . ∂τn
∂ξm


 .

Its rank is n everywhere since f is smooth. On the other hand , sinceD(τ2) =
· · · = D(τn) = 0, we have

∂τ2
∂ξ1

= · · · =
∂τn
∂ξ1

= 0.

Hence the rank of 


∂τ2
∂ξ2

(P ) . . . ∂τn
∂ξ2

(P )
...

...
∂τ2
∂ξm

(P ) . . . ∂τn
∂ξm

(P )


 .

is n − 1. Next, consider the Jacobian matrix of the fibration g : V D →
W∆. Since D = h∂/∂ξ1 and ∆ = h′∂/∂τ1, we know that (ξp1 , ξ2, . . . , ξm)
and (τp1 , τ2, . . . , τn) form regular systems of parameters of the completions

ÔV D,P ′ and ÔW∆,Q′ , respectively. Therefore, the Jacobian matrix of g :
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V D →W∆ is 


∂τp
1

∂ξp
1

(P ′) . . . ∂τn
∂ξp

1

(P ′)

...
...

∂τp
1

∂ξm
(P ′) . . . ∂τn

∂ξm
(P ′)


 .

Here, except for the first column and the first row, each entry coincides with
that of the earlier Jacobian matrix. Moreover, we have

∂τp1
∂ξ2

= · · · =
∂τp1
∂ξm

= 0.

So, the rank of the last Jacobian matrix is n if and only if

∂τp1
∂ξp1

(P ′) 6= 0.

Moreover, since
∂τp1
∂ξp1

=

(
∂τ1
∂ξ1

)p

,

the fibration g is smooth at P ′ if and only if

∂τ1
∂ξ1

(P ) 6= 0.

This yields the stated assertion.

Remark 2.4. The author has introduced in [10] the concept of tangent
locus, which is the support of the cokernel of OV ((D))D → f∗ΘW in the
case where V is a smooth surface and W is a smooth curve. In addition, the
author has shown that the fibre of g is singular only at the points lying on
the image of the tangent locus. It is easy to verify that the tangent sheaf ΘW
is isomorphic to OW ((∆)). Therefore, the previous theorem is an extension
of the result in [10].

3. Pre-Tango structures on varieties. In this section, we introduce
the notion of pre-Tango structure on a variety. Let k be an algebraically
closed field of characteristic p > 0 and let X be a projective variety over k,
i.e., a projective integral separated scheme of finite type over k. Consider
the relative Frobenius morphism F : X̃ → X over k. We then have a short
exact sequence

0 → OX → F∗OX̃ → F∗B
1
X̃

→ 0

on X, where B1
X̃

is the first sheaf of coboundaries of the de Rham complex

of X̃. Throughout the present article, F∗OX̃
and F∗B1

X̃
are often abbreviated

as O
X̃

and B1
X̃

for the sake of simplicity.
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Definition 3.1. We call any ample invertible subsheaf of the OX-module
F∗B1

X̃
a pre-Tango structure on X.

Suppose that we have a pre-Tango structure L ⊂ F∗B1
X̃

. We then have
an extension

0 → OX → E → L → 0,

where E is the inverse image of L in F∗OX̃
. We also have a canonical homo-

morphism Symm(E) → OX̃ , where Symm(E) is the symmetric algebra of E .

Consider the scheme X̂ whose underlying topological space is the same as
that of X and whose structure sheaf is the image of the above-mentioned
canonical homomorphism. Then X̂ is a variety. Moreover, there is a purely
inseparable morphism G : X̂ → X of degree p which splits the Frobenius
morphism F .

Definition 3.2. In the above notation, we call the pre-Tango structure
L a Tango structure if X̂ is nonsingular.

Keep the same notation as above. Let {Ui}i∈I be an affine open covering
of X. Pick local sections {qi}i∈I of O

X̃
whose images {dqi}i∈I in B1

X̃
are

local generators of the pre-Tango structure L. Then the restriction of the
structure sheaf O

X̂
to Ui coincides with OUi

[qi]. For each i ∈ I, we consider
a derivation ∆∗

i : OX̂ |Ui
→ G∗L|Ui

such that

∆∗
i (fq

e
i ) = efqe−1

i dqi,

where f is a local section of OX and e is a nonnegative integer. We then
have a local homomorphism Ω1

X̂/k
|Ui

→ G∗L|Ui
for each i ∈ I. We can glue

those homomorphisms together to obtain a surjective homomorphism

Ω1
X̂/k

→ G∗L.(1)

Hence we have an injection

G∗L−1 → Θ
X̂

(2)

and a p-closed rational vector field ∆ on X̂ obtained by gluing {∂/∂qi}i∈I
together. Furthermore, the structure sheaf OX coincides with the sheaf O∆

X̂

of germs killed by ∆. In other words, X is the quotient of X̂ by ∆.

Lemma 3.3 (cf. [4]). Under the above notation and assumptions, sup-

pose furthermore, that L is a Tango structure. Then X is nonsingular and

the invertible sheaf O
X̂

((∆)) associated to the divisor of ∆ is isomorphic

to G∗L−1.

Proof. Since L is a Tango structure, X̂ is nonsingular. Therefore, Ω1
X̂/k

and Θ
X̂

are locally free O
X̂

-modules. By considering the homomorphisms (1)
and (2), we see that each qi can be one of coordinates on Ui and that G∗L−1
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is a line subbundle of Θ
X̂

. Hence it follows immediately that O
X̂

((∆)) ∼=
G∗L−1. Furthermore, the p-closed rational vector field ∆ has only divisorial
singularities. Hence the quotient X is nonsingular.

Remark 3.4 (cf. [4]). Keep the notation and assumptions as in the

preceding lemma. Recall that the rational vector field ∆ on X̂ is obtained
by gluing {∂/∂qi}i∈I together. Therefore, we know that, if dqi, dτ2, . . . , dτd
locally generate Ω1

X̂/k
, then dai, dτ2, . . . , dτd locally generate Ω1

X/k, where

τ2, . . . , τd are regular fuctions on X̂ and ai = qpi . On the other hand, we
have an injection Lp → Ω1

X/k which is the adjoint mapping of the injection

L → F∗B1
X̃

→ F∗Ω
1
X̃/k

. We know that {dai}i∈I are local generators of

the image of Lp in Ω1
X/k and that the quotient Ω1

X/k/L
p is a locally free

OX -module. Moreover, we have the following exact sequence of locally free
O
X̂

-modules:
0 → G∗Lp → G∗Ω1

X/k → Ω1
X̂/k

→ G∗L → 0

on X̂. Furthermore, we obtain an isomorphism

G∗ωX/k ⊗O
X̂
G∗L ∼= ω

X̂/k
⊗O

X̂
G∗Lp.

Remark 3.5. Assume, in addition, that the dimension of X is one. Since
X is nonsingular, G : X̂ → X coincides with F : X̃ → X and the surjection
Ω1
X̂/k

→ G∗L is an isomorphism. In that case, Ω1
X/k

∼= Lp. So, L is a Tango

structure in the sense of [14] (see also Corollary 3.7 below).

By Lemma 3.3 and Remark 3.4, in the case where L is a Tango structure
on X, we infer that X is nonsingular and that the cokernel of the injection
Lp → Ω1

X/k is locally free. Conversely, we have the following:

Lemma 3.6 ([4]). Suppose that X is nonsingular and that L is a pre-

Tango structure on X. If the cokernel of the injection Lp → Ω1
X/k is locally

free, then L is a Tango structure.

Proof. Similarly to the argument above, take an affine open covering
{Ui}i∈I and choose local sections {qi}i∈I of O

X̃
such that {dqi}i∈I are local

generators of L in B1
X̃

. Set ai = qpi for each i ∈ I. Then {dai}i∈I are local

generators of the image of Lp in Ω1
X/k. Take local sections ηi1, . . . , ηid in

OX(Ui) such that Ω1
X/k is locally generated by dηi1, . . . , dηid. Consider the

differential 1-form

dai =
∂ai
∂ηi1

dηi1 + · · · +
∂ai
∂ηid

dηid.(3)

It is a local generator of Lp. By the assumption, at least one of the partial
derivatives ∂ai/∂ηi1, . . . , ∂ai/∂ηid appearing in (3) is not zero. On the other

hand, X̂ locally coincides with SpecOX(Ui)[qi] subjected to the relation
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qpi = ai. By applying the Jacobian criterion, we find that X̂ is nonsingular.
Hence we conclude that L is Tango structure.

From the previous lemma, we immediately obtain the following corollary:

Corollary 3.7. Under the above notation and assumptions, assume

in addition that the dimension of X is one. If the injection Lp → Ω1
X/k is

surjective, then L is a Tango structure.

4. Uniruled varieties induced from pre-Tango structures. In the
preceding section, we have defined the notion of pre-Tango structure on
a variety. Now we show that if there exists a pre-Tango structure on a
d-dimensional variety, then we almost always have a (d + 1)-dimensional
uniruled variety with a pre-Tango structure.

Suppose that there exists a pre-Tango structure L on a projective variety
X over an algebraically closed field k of characteristic p > 0. Suppose,
furthermore, that there exist a natural number n > 1 and an invertible
sheaf N on X such that N n ∼= L and n is prime to p. Then N is ample. Let
G : X̂ → X be a morphism as in the previous section. Set

P = Proj(Symm(G∗N−1 ⊕O
X̂

))

and let ψ : P → X̂ be the canonical morphism. We have two sections S and
T such that

OS(S) ∼= G∗N , OT (T ) ∼= G∗N−1, OP(S) ∼= OP(T ) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗N .

Furthermore, we know that

ω
P/X̂

∼= OP(−2S) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗N ∼= OP(−2T ) ⊗OP

ψ∗G∗N−1.

Take an affine open covering {Ui}i∈I and transition functions {dij}i,j∈I of N
such that dqi = dnijdqj, where {qi}i∈I are sections of O

X̃
as in the previous

section, i.e., dqi is a local generator of L|Ui
in B1

X̃
. Let {ti}i∈I be local

inhomogeneous coordinates of P such that ti = dijtj for i, j ∈ I. Then T is
locally defined by ti = 0. Set si = t−1

i . Then S is locally defined by si = 0.
Consider a p-closed rational vector field

Di =
∂

∂qi
+

1

ntn−1
i

∂

∂ti

on ψ−1(Ui). We can glue {Di}i∈I together to obtain a p-closed rational
vector field D on P. Since

Di =
1

tn−1
i

(
tn−1
i

∂

∂qi
+

1

n

∂

∂ti

)
=

∂

∂qi
−

sn+1
i

n

∂

∂si

and

Di =
1

dnij
Dj ,
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we deduce that the rational vector field D corresponds to a global section
of ΘP⊗OP

OP((n− 1)T )⊗OP
ψ∗G∗N n. Recall that O

X̂
((∆)) ∼= G∗L−1 if L

is a Tango structure. Hence, in the case of a Tango structure, the invertible
sheaf OP((D)) associated to the divisor of D is isomorphic to

OP(−(n− 1)T ) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗N−n.

Consider the invariant field k(P)D, and denote the quotient (P,OP ∩
k(P)D) by (X,OX). We then also have a purely inseparable finite morphism
π : P → X of degree p, and so X is a uniruled variety. On the other hand,
D|

k(X̂)
= ∆, where ∆ is the rational vector field on X̂ induced from the

pre-Tango structure L in the previous section. Since X̂∆ = X, we have a
morphism ϕ : X → X making the following diagram commutative:

P
π
→ X

ψ ↓ ↓ ϕ

X̂
G
→ X

Let X̂0 be the set of smooth points of X̂. Set X0 = G(X̂0), P0 =

ψ−1(X̂0), and X0 = π(P0). By Lemma 3.3 and its proof, X0 is nonsin-

gular and the rational vector field ∆ has only divisorial singularities on X̂0.
Therefore, the rational vector field D has only divisorial singularities on P0,
and so the quotient X0 is nonsingular. Moreover, we have

Theorem 4.1. Under the above notation and assumptions:

(1) The morphism ϕ is smooth at a point P of X0 if and only if P is not

in the image of T under π.

(2) Each fibre of ϕ|X0
is a rational curve with one cusp of type xn+yp = 0.

Proof. (1) Since X̂0 and P0 are nonsingular, we can define the divisors

(∆|
X̂0

) on X̂0 and (D|P0
) on P0. Recall that the rational vector field D is

locally described as
1

tn−1
i

(
tn−1
i

∂

∂qi
+

1

n

∂

∂ti

)

and also as
∂

∂qi
−
sn+1
i

n

∂

∂si
.

Since {ti = 0}i∈I define the divisor T , the support of the cokernel of the
injection

OP0
((D|P0

))D|P0
→ ψ∗O

X̂0
((∆|

X̂0
))∆|

X̂0

considered in Section 2 coincides with T |P0
. So, by Theorem 2.3, we have

the stated assertion.
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(2) Take a point P̂ in P0 lying on T . Set P = π(P̂ ), Q̂ = ψ(P̂ ) and

Q = G(Q̂). Note that qi is a local coordinate at Q̂. Set ai = qpi . Then ai
is a local coordinate at Q. Set xi = tpi . Then xi is a regular function at P .
Furthermore, set yi = qi − tni . By a simple computation, D(yi) = 0. Hence
yi is a regular function at P . Moreover, we have a relation

ypi − ai + xni = 0.

Since the rank of the Jacobian matrix of this equation is one, we can regard
the equation as a local defining equation of X. Furthermore, the fibre ϕ−1(Q)
is defined by ypi + xni = 0 at P .

Next we consider the short exact sequence

0 → OX → F∗OX̃
→ F∗B

1
X̃
→ 0,

where F : X̃ → X is the relative Frobenius morphism over k. Let Γ and Σ
denote the images under π of S and T , respectively. We consider them each
with the reduced induced structure. Let qi, ai, ti, si, xi, yi be as above. Since
p and n are prime to each other, there exist two integers α and β such that
αp + βn = 1. We may assume that β is positive. Set wi = si(qis

n
i − 1)−β.

Then, by a simple computation, we have D(wi) = 0 for the above-mentioned
vector field D. So, wi is a regular function on X|Ui

near Γ |Ui
. Set zi = spi .

Then zi is a regular function on X|Ui
near Γ |Ui

. Furthermore, we have a
relation

wpi = zi(aiz
n
i − 1)−β.(4)

On the other hand, ypi = ai − xni near Σ|Ui
. Since xi = z−1

i , we obtain

yiz
n−1
i = aiz

n−1
i − xi.(5)

For simplicity, we omit the index i for the time being. From (4), it follows
that z = wp(azn − 1)β. By combining this relation and (5), we have

ypwp(n−1)(azn − 1)β(n−1) = awp(n−1)(azn − 1)β(n−1) − x.

This can be rewritten as

ypwp(n−1)((−1)β(n−1) +

β(n−1)∑

l=1

(
β(n− 1)

l

)
(azn)l(−1)β(n−1)−l)

= awp(n−1)(azn − 1)β(n−1) − x.

Hence we obtain

ypwp(n−1)(−1)β(n−1) = awp(n−1)

×

(
−ypzn

β(n−1)∑

l=1

(
β(n− 1)

l

)
(azn)l−1(−1)β(n−1)−l − (azn − 1)β(n−1)

)
− x.
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Since ypzn = azn − 1, we know that ypzn is regular near Γ and hence so is
the function

−ypzn
β(n−1)∑

l=1

(
β(n− 1)

l

)
(azn)l−1(−1)β(n−1)−l − (azn − 1)β(n−1).(6)

Moreover, by using αp+ βn = 1, we have
(
β(n− 1)

1

)
(−1)β(n−1)−1 − (−1)β(n−1) = (−1)β(n−1).

Therefore, the regular function (6) is invertible near Γ . Set

a∗i = ai

(
−ypi z

n
i

β(n−1)∑

l=1

(
β(n− 1)

l

)
(aiz

n
i )l−1(−1)β(n−1)−l− (aiz

n
i − 1)β(n−1)

)

for each i ∈ I. We then have

ypiw
p(n−1)
i (−1)β(n−1) = w

p(n−1)
i a∗i − xi.

Set q∗i = p
√
a∗i , i.e.,

(7) q∗i =qi

(
−yis

n
i

β(n−1)∑

l=1

(
β(n− 1)

l

)
(qis

n
i )
l−1(−1)β(n−1)−l−(qis

n
i −1)β(n−1)

)
.

Then q∗i is a local section of O
X̃

and

yiw
n−1
i (−1)β(n−1) = wn−1

i q∗i − ti.

Consider the images of ti and q∗i in B1
X̃
. We have

dti = wn−1
i dq∗i , dti = dijdtj.

Recall that {dij}i,j∈I are transition functions of N . Since wi = 0 is a local
equation of Γ , we know that {dti}i∈I and {dq∗i }i∈I generate an invertible
subsheaf of B1

X̃
, which is isomorphic to OX((n− 1)Γ ) ⊗OX

ϕ∗N .

Now we state the following

Theorem 4.2 ([4]). Under the above notation and assumptions, there

exists a pre-Tango sturcture on X which is isomorphic to OX((n−1)Γ )⊗OX

ϕ∗N .

Proof. We only have to show the ampleness of OX((n− 1)Γ )⊗OX
ϕ∗N .

Since S is an integral subvariety for the rational vector field D, we have
π∗OX(Γ ) ∼= OP(S) (see [7]). Hence it suffices to show that OP((n−1)S)⊗OP

ψ∗G∗N is ample on P. Recall that N is ample and that S is a section such
that OS(S) ∼= G∗N . Now the Nakai–Moishezon criterion yields the required
assertion immediately.

In the case where L is a Tango structure, we have
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Theorem 4.3 ([4]). Under the above notation and assumptions, suppose

furthermore that L is a Tango structure. Then the pre-Tango structure of

the preceding theorem is a Tango structure.

Proof. Since L is a Tango structure onX, we know that X̂ is nonsingular,
and so is P. Furthermore, {qi}i∈I are local coordinates on X̂ (see proof of
Lemma 3.3) and {ai}i∈I are local coordinates on X. By Theorem 4.1(1), ϕ
is smooth near Γ . Hence {ai}i∈I are local coordinates near Γ , and hence
so are {a∗i }i∈I . On the other hand, X is locally determined by the equation
ypi − ai + xni = 0 near Σ. Hence xi are local coordinates near Σ. Recall that
{dti, dq∗i }i∈I are local generators of the pre-Tango structure in question.
Therefore, {dxi, da∗i }i∈I in Ω1

X/k are local generators of the image of the p-

fold tensor power of the pre-Tango structure. By Lemma 3.6, our pre-Tango
structure is a Tango structure on X.

Remark 4.4. From the local equation ypi − ai + xni = 0, we obtain a
relation nxn−1

i dxi = dai. So, we have

1

xn−1
i

dai = ndxi.

Recall that {dai}i∈I are local generators of Lp on X. Since {xi = 0}i∈I are
local equations of Σ, we have an injection

OX((n− 1)Σ) ⊗OX
ϕ∗Lp → Ω1

X/k.

On the other hand, it is easy to verify that OX(Σ) ∼= OX(pΓ ) ⊗OX
ϕ∗N−p.

Indeed, by identifying qi with yi on Σ, there exists a closed immersion
X̂ → X whose image coincides with Σ, and so Σ is a p-section:

Σ →֒ X

↑ ↓ϕ

X̂
G
→ X

Therefore, we have an injection

OX(p(n− 1)Γ ) ⊗OX
ϕ∗N p → Ω1

X/k.

Its image coincides with that of the p-fold tensor power of the pre-Tango
structure mentioned in the previous proof. Furthermore, this injection is
also considered in the proof of the first theorem in the next section.

Remark 4.5. Assume that L is a Tango structure. Then X is nonsingular
and there exists the above-mentioned Tango structure on X. By using it, we
obtain a finite covering X̂ → X such that X̂ is nonsingular. The function
field k(X̂) coincides with k(X)(q∗i ). Recall the relation (7). Since qi, si and

yi are in k(P), so also are the q∗i . Therefore, k(X̂) = k(P), and so X̂ = P.
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By combining Remark 3.4 and the previous remark, we have the exact
sequence

0 → π∗(OX(p(n− 1)Γ ) ⊗OX
ϕ∗N p) → π∗Ω1

X/k

→ Ω1
P/k → π∗(OX((n− 1)Γ ) ⊗OX

ϕ∗N ) → 0.

We can rewrite it as

0 → OP(p(n− 1)S) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗N p → π∗Ω1

X/k

→ Ω1
P/k → OP((n− 1)S) ⊗OP

ψ∗G∗N → 0.

By applying the isomorphism

OP(S) ∼= OP(T ) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗N ,

we can furthermore rewrite it as

0 → OP(p(n− 1)T ) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗Lp → π∗Ω1

X/k

→ Ω1
P/k → OP((n− 1)T ) ⊗OP

ψ∗G∗L → 0.

On the other hand, on X̂, we have the exact sequence

0 → G∗Lp → G∗Ω1
X/k → Ω1

X̂/k
→ G∗L → 0

induced from the Tango structure L. Therefore, we obtain a diagram of
locally free OP-modules:

0 0

↓ ↓

0 → ψ∗G∗Lp → OP(p(n− 1)T ) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗Lp

↓ ↓

0 → ψ∗G∗Ω1
X/k → π∗Ω1

X/k

↓ ↓

0 → ψ∗Ω1
X̂/k

→ Ω1
P/k

↓ ↓

0 → ψ∗G∗L → OP((n− 1)T ) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗L

↓ ↓

0 0

Here, note that we naturally deduce the top and bottom horizontal injec-
tions. Furthermore, the dual of the bottom injection

OP(−(n− 1)T ) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗L−1 → ψ∗G∗L−1

corresponds to the injection considered in Section 2, i.e.,

OP((D))D → ψ∗O
X̂

((∆))∆.
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5. Properties of the induced uniruled varieties. In this section, we
shall deduce some pathological properties of the uniruled varieties induced
from pre-Tango structures. These phenomena are well known in dimension
two (see Lang [3], [4], and [8]). It seems that such properties are ascribed to
the cuspidal points of the general fibres. The arguments mentioned below
are analogous to those in the author’s earlier articles [12]–[14] apart from
changes relating to dimension. However, we restate them for the reader’s
convenience. In the present section, we employ the previous notation X, X̂,
P, X etc.

First, we consider the case where there exists a pre-Tango structure L
on X. Suppose that N is an invertible sheaf such that N n ∼= L with n prime
to p. Recall that we have an extension

0 → OX → E → L → 0.

Tensoring by N p, we obtain

0 → N p → E ⊗OX
N p → L⊗OX

N p → 0.

We prove the following theorem:

Theorem 5.1. Under the above notation and assumptions, if

H0(X,N p) ( H0(X, E ⊗OX
N p),

then there exist nonclosed global differential 1-forms on X.

Proof. Let xi, yi, ai be regular functions on X as in Section 4. Then
ypi −ai+x

n
i = 0. Set ui = x−1

i and vi = yiu
m
i where m is the smallest integer

greater than n/p. Then ui, vi and ai are regular near Γ , the image of S
under π. Moreover, vpi − ump−ni (aiu

n
i − 1) = 0. By exterior differentiation,

dai = nxn−1
i dxi. Hence

ndxi = un−1
i dai,

and so
nyidxi = viu

n−1−m
i dai.

Since n is a natural number greater than one, n − 1 − m is non-negative.
Hence the right hand sides of the previous two equations show that the
differential forms are regular on (X − Γ )|ϕ−1(Ui), while the left hand sides
show that they are regular on (X−Σ)|ϕ−1(Ui). Therefore, the two differential
forms are regular on X|ϕ−1(Ui). Now consider the sub-OX-module P of the

direct image ϕ∗Ω
1
X/k which is locally generated by {dxi}i∈I , and the sub-OX-

module Q of ϕ∗Ω
1
X/k which is locally generated by {dxi}i∈I and {yidxi}i∈I .

Since dxi = dpijdxj for i, j ∈ I, the invertible sheaf P is isomorphic to N p.
Moreover, since {yi}i∈I and {qi}i∈I have the same transition matrices, the
locally free OX -module Q is isomorphic to E⊗OX

N p and the inclusion P →֒
Q corresponds to the injection N p → E ⊗OX

N p of the above-mentioned
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short exact sequence. Note that, on X, the differential 1-form dxi is closed
but yidxi is not. Hence we obtain the stated assertion.

Remark 5.2. If X has nonclosed global differential 1-forms, then so does
the desingularization of X. On the other hand, by Corollaire 2.4 in Deligne
and Illusie [1], for any smooth proper variety over k of dimension ≤ p which
lifts over the ring of Witt vectors of length two, its Hodge–de Rham spectral
sequence degenerates at E1, and so it has no nonclosed global differential
forms.

As proved in the preceding section, if L is a Tango structure, then the
induced uniruled variety X is a nonsingular variety which has a Tango struc-
ture. The latter nonsingular uniruled variety clearly gives a counter-example
to the Kodaira vanishing theorem in positive characteristic. Here we mention
another pathological phenomenon arising from certain Tango structures.
That phenomenon strictly depends on the type of the cusps of the fibration
ϕ : X → X. In order to state it, we consider the ring of dual numbers, i.e.,
k[ε] with ε2 = 0.

Theorem 5.3. Suppose that there exist a pre-Tango structure L on X
and an invertible sheaf N on X such that N n ∼= L and n ≡ p − 1 mod p.
Then we have a natural injection

H0(X,N ) → AutX⊗k[ε](X ⊗ k[ε]).

Proof. We employ the same notation as in the proof of the preceding
theorem. Since n ≡ p − 1 mod p, we know that mp − n = 1. Hence the
equation

vpi = ui(aiu
n
i − 1)

locally determines X. Take an arbitrary global section γ of N . Assume that
γ is represented by local sections {γi}i∈I of OX subject to the relation
γj = dijγi. We define an automorphism σi of X⊗k[ε]|Ui

such that σ∗i (xi) = xi
and σ∗i (yi) = yi + γix

m
i ε. Since σ∗i (ui) = ui and σ∗i (vi) = vi + γiε, we know

that σ∗i is compatible with the above-mentioned local equation of X, and so
σi is well defined. Moreover, we have

σj(yi) = σj(d
n
ijyj + bij) = dnijσj(yj) + bij = dnijyj + dnijγjx

m
j ε+ bij

= dnijyj + dmp−1
ij γjx

m
j ε+ bij = dnijyj + γix

m
i ε+ bij

= yi + γix
m
i ε = σi(yi).

Therefore, we can glue {σi}i∈I together to obtain an automorphism of X ⊗
k[ε] induced from the global section γ.

The assertion of the previous theorem is interesting in view of the fol-
lowing:
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Proposition 5.4. Suppose L is a Tango structure on X. Then

π∗ωX = OP(((p− 1)(n− 1) − 2)S) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗(ωX ⊗OX

N−np+n+p).

Suppose in addition that (p − 1)(n − 1) − 2 > 0 and ωX ⊗OX
N−np+n+p is

ample. Then ωX is ample.

Proof. Recall that X is the quotient of X̂ by ∆ and X is the quotient of
P by D. By [7], we have

G∗ωX = ω
X̂
⊗O

X̂
O
X̂

(−(p− 1)(∆)),

π∗ωX = ωP ⊗OP
OP(−(p− 1)(D)).

Recall that

O
X̂

((∆)) = G∗L−1, OP((D)) = OP(−(n− 1)S) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗N−1.

We then have

G∗ωX = ω
X̂
⊗O

X̂
G∗Lp−1,

π∗ωX = ωP ⊗OP
OP((p− 1)(n− 1)S) ⊗OP

ψ∗G∗N p−1.

(These equations can also be obtained by using Remarks 3.4 and 4.5.) Since

ωP = OP(−2S) ⊗OP
ψ∗G∗N ⊗OP

ψ∗ω
X̂
,

we get the required formula. Moreover, the Nakai–Moishezon criterion yields
the last assertion immediately.

Remark 5.5. By the previous proposition, most of the induced uniruled
varieties are of general type. Hence their automorphism groups are finite. On
the other hand, by Theorem 5.3, for certain induced uniruled varieties, the
tangent spaces of the automorphism group schemes are not trivial. Hence
those group schemes are not reduced.

6. Examples. To close the present article, we give two examples. The
first is a typical one. Namely, we construct a smooth projective 3-dimensional
variety of general type with a Tango structure, whose automorphism group
scheme is not reduced.

Example 6.1. Choose a natural number h such that (p− 1)(hp− 2)− 2
> 0. Let C be the affine plane curve determined by the equation

ηp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1) − η = ξp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)−1.

Set ζ = ξ−1 and υ = ηζ. Then

υp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1) − υζp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)−1 = ζ.(8)

Hence

−ζp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)−1dυ + υζp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)−2dζ = dζ.
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So, we obtain

ζp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)−1dυ = (υζp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)−2 − 1)dζ.(9)

On the other hand, from (8) we obtain

ζ = (1 + υζp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)−2)−1υp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1).

Since dξ = −ζ−2dζ, we have

dξ = −(1 + υζp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)−2)2υ−2p(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)dζ.

By using (9), we conclude that

dξ = αυp(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)(p(hp−1)(p(hp−1)+1)−3)dυ,

where α is an invertible function at the point P∞ at infinity. Hence

(dξ) = p(hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1)(p(hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1) − 3)P∞

as divisors. So, we have the isomorphism

OC(p(hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1)(p(hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1) − 3)P∞)
dξ
→ Ω1

C/k.

Consider its adjoint mapping

OC((hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1)(p(hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1) − 3)P∞) → F∗Ω
1
C̃/k

.

Since the mapping is obtained from the exact form dξ, its image is contained
in F∗B1

C̃
. By Corollary 3.7, we obtain a Tango structure L on C which is

isomorphic to

OC((hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1)(p(hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1) − 3)P∞).

Consider two invertible sheaves

N = OC((hp− 1)(p(hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1) − 3)P∞),

M = OC((p(hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1) − 3)P∞).

We then have N p(hp−1)+1 ∼= L and Mhp−1 ∼= N .

Now, first, from the Tango structure L and the invertible sheaf N , we
obtain a uniruled surface f : X → C which has a Tango structure isomorphic
to

OX(p(hp− 1)E) ⊗OX
f∗N ,

where E is a section of f such that OE(E)∼=N . Note that ωC∼=N p(p(hp−1)+1)

and E is the image of an integral subvariety. Hence, by Proposition 5.4, it
is easy to verify that the canonical sheaf ωX of X is numerically equivalent
to

OX(((p− 1)p(hp− 1) − 2)E) ⊗OX
f∗N hp2+1.

In particular, by applying the Nakai–Moishezon criterion, we see that this
sheaf is ample, and so X is a surface of general type.



PRE-TANGO STRUCTURES 213

Next, we can write the above-mentioned Tango structure on X as

OX(p(hp− 1)E) ⊗OX
f∗N ∼= (OX(pE) ⊗OX

f∗M)hp−1.

Therefore, we also obtain a uniruled 3-dimensional variety ϕ : X → X, which
has a Tango structure isomorphic to

OX((hp− 2)Γ ) ⊗OX
ϕ∗(OX(pE) ⊗OX

f∗M).

Moreover, we have the following numerical equivalence:

ωX ⊗OX
(OX(pE) ⊗OX

f∗M)−p(hp−1)+(hp−1)+p

≡ OX((hp3 − hp2 − p2 + p− 2)E) ⊗OX
f∗N hp2+1

⊗OX
OX((−hp3 + hp2 + 2p2 − p)E) ⊗OX

f∗M−hp2+hp+2p−1

≡ OX((p2 − 2)E) ⊗OX
f∗Mh2p3−2hp2+2hp+2p−2.

By the Nakai–Moishezon criterion, this sheaf is ample. Hence, by Proposition
5.4, the canonical divisor of X is ample since (p − 1)(hp − 1 − 1) − 2 > 0
by assumption. So, X is of general type. On the other hand, since M =
OC((p(hp− 1)(p(hp− 1) + 1) − 3)P∞), we have H0(C,M) 6= 0. Therefore,
H0(X,OX(pE) ⊗OX

f∗M) 6= 0. Hence, by Theorem 5.3 and Remark 5.5,
AutX(X) is not reduced.

Remark 6.2 (cf. [4]). Consider an affine plane curve C determined by
the equation

ηpl − η = ξpl−1,

where l is a natural number. Then, in exactly the same way as above, we
have

(dξ) = pl(pl − 3)P∞.

Therefore, when l is prime to p and greater than one, there exists a Tango
structure L isomorphic to

OC(l(pl − 3)P∞).

Furthermore, if l is divisible by d, then

OC

(
l

d
(pl − 3)P∞

)d
∼= L.

Hence provided that we choose l with suitable factors, we can construct a
smooth uniruled variety of arbitrary dimension which has a Tango structure.
In particular, for each natural number n prime to p, we can construct a
uniruled variety such that each fibre has one cusp of type xp + yn = 0.

Mumford constructed in [5] a normal surface which has a pre-Tango
structure in our terminology. It seems hard to decide whether or not its
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desingularization gives a counter-example to the Kodaira vanishing theo-
rem. However, Mumford’s example is remarkable in that it is not uniruled
(see the remark below). In the following example, we generalize his example
and consider the induced higher-dimensional uniruled varieties. In particu-
lar, we observe that some generalized examples induce higher-dimensional
varieties with nonclosed global differential 1-forms. Hence we surmise that
the uniruled varieties are not the only varieties in higher dimensions which
trigger off pathological phenomena in positive characteristic.

Example 6.3. Let X ′ be a projective variety. Consider the short exact
sequence

0 → OX′ → F∗OX̃′
→ F∗B

1
X̃′

→ 0.

By taking cohomology, we have

H0(X ′, F∗B
1
X̃′

) → H1(X ′,OX′) → H1(X ′, F∗OX̃′
).

Suppose that the kernel of the second homomorphism is not zero. Then
there exists a nonzero differential 1-from ω in H0(X ′, F∗B1

X̃′
). So, we have an

injection OX′ω → F∗B1
X̃′

. (This is not a pre-Tango structure.) Furthermore,
we have an extension

0 → OX′ → E ′ → OX′ → 0,

where E ′ is a locally free sub-OX′-module of rank two of F∗OX̃′
. Take an

affine open covering {Ui}i∈I and let {bij}i,j∈I be the 1-cocycle of OX′ which
coincides with the image of ω in H1(X ′,OX′). Note that the above extension
corresponds to the cocycle {bij}. Since {bij} maps to zero in H1(X ′, F∗OX̃′

),
there is a 0-cochain {ei}i∈I of F∗OX̃′

such that ei−ej = bij and ω = dei. Set
ci = epi . Then each ci is a section of OX′(Ui). Now take an effective ample di-
visor H on X ′ such that H1(X ′,OX′(pH)) = 0. By applying ⊗OX′

OX′(pH)
to the above extension, we have

0 → OX′(pH) → E ′ ⊗OX′
OX′(pH) → OX′(pH) → 0.

Since H0(X,OX′(pH)) 6= 0 and H1(X,OX′(pH)) = 0, we have

H0(X ′,OX′(pH)) ( H0(X ′, E ′ ⊗OX′
OX′(pH)).(10)

Let {hi}i∈I be local equations of H. Note that each hi is regular on Ui.
Consider the field extension k(X ′)({θi | i ∈ I})/k(X ′), where

θpi − hnpi θi = ci

for each i in I with n prime to p and greater than one. Let σ : X → X ′ be
the normalization of X ′ in the extension field k(X ′)({θi | i ∈ I}). On X, we
have a relation

−
1

hnpi
dci = dθi.
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Set η = dci. We then have an injection

OX(npσ∗H)η → B1
X .

By taking its adjoint, we obtain an injection

OX(nσ∗H)ω → F∗B
1
X̃
.

Its image is a pre-Tango structure on X. We denote it by L. Set N =
OX(σ∗H). Then N n ∼= L. Moreover, by using N , we obtain a uniruled
variety X.

Now, we have the inclusions

OXω ⊂ L ⊂ F∗B
1
X̃
.

On the other hand, we obtain an extension

0 → OX → E → L → 0,

which is associated with the pre-Tango structure L. Moreover, we deduce a
diagram

0 0 0

↓ ↓ ↓

0 → σ∗OX′ → σ∗E ′ → σ∗OX′ → 0

↓ ↓ ↓ ω

0 → OX → E → L → 0

By applying ⊗OX
N p, we obtain

0 0 0

↓ ↓ ↓

0 → σ∗OX′ ⊗OX
N p → σ∗E ′ ⊗OX

N p → σ∗OX′ ⊗OX
N p → 0

↓ ↓ ↓

0 → N p → E ⊗OX
N p → L⊗OX

N p → 0

Note that the first vertical injection is an isomorphism. From (10) and from
the flatness of σ, it follows that

H0(X,N p) ( H0(X ′, σ∗E ′ ⊗OX
N p).

Hence

H0(X,N p) ( H0(X, E ⊗OX
N p).

By Theorem 5.1, X has nonclosed global differential 1-forms.

Remark 6.4. Take an arbitrary natural number d and a supersingular
elliptic curve. Let X ′ be the d-fold product of copies of that curve. Then X ′

is a d-dimensional abelian variety satisfying the assumption of the previous
example. Moreover, no finite covering of X ′ can be a uniruled variety.
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in: C. P. Ramanujan—A Tribute, Tata Inst. Fund. Res. Stud. Math. 8, Springer,
Berlin, 1978, 273–278.

[7] A. Rudakov and I. Shafarevich, Inseparable morphisms of algebraic surfaces, Math.
USSR-Izv. 10 (1976), 1205–1237.

[8] P. Russell, Factoring the Frobenius morphism of an algebraic surface, in: L. Bădescu
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