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Ordinal indices and Ramsey dichotomies measuring
co-content and semibounded completeness

by

Vassiliki Farmaki (Athens)

Abstract. We study the co-content of a seminormalized basic sequence (xn) in a
Banach space, by the use of ordinal indices (taking values up to wj) that determine
dichotomies at every ordinal stage, based on the Ramsey-type principle for every countable

ordinal, obtained earlier by the author. We introduce two such indices, the cg-index §(()X")

)

and the semibounded completeness index .‘;“ZEX" , and we examine their relationship. The

countable ordinal values that these indices can take are always of the form wS. These
results extend, to the countable ordinal level, an earlier result by Odell, which was stated
only for the limiting case of the first uncountable ordinal.

Introduction. In this paper we study the precise cg-content of an ar-
bitrary (seminormalized and basic) sequence (x,) in a Banach space, mea-
sured by the cg-index féx”) defined for any such sequence. As this index is
a countable ordinal of the form w¢ or equal to the first uncountable ordi-
nal w1, on the one hand we give dichotomy conditions, separating the basic
classes §éx”) = w; and féx") < w1, and on the other hand, we characterize
the spectrum of the states precisely quantified by the countable ordinals.

The main tools, combinatorial in nature, consist of the Ramsey-type
principle for every countable ordinal, proved in [F1], and of the Pték-type
theorem for every countable ordinal, proved also in [F1]. In the statements
of these theorems we make use of the complete thin Schreier system of
families (Ag¢)¢<w,, introduced in [F1]. Closely connected with this system is
the generalized Schreier system (Fga)a<w,, defined in [A-A], which is often
used in the present paper.

In order to state our main results, we need the following definitions:

(i) (xn) has cg-spreading model of order «, for some 1 < o < wy, if there
exist A, B > 0 such that
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Amgril < [

< Br%an |A;| for all F € F, and (\;)ier C R.

(i1) (xn) is null coefficient of order «, for some 1 < a < wy, if every
sequence (A,) of real numbers with sup{||> ,cp Aixil| : F € Fo} < o0
converges to zero; ((xn) is null coefficient if F, can be replaced by the
family [N]<¢ of all finite subsets of N).

That these two properties of a sequence (x,,) are naturally exclusive for
every ordinal «, is the content of the following theorem (Theorem 2.15).

THEOREM A. Let (xn) be a basic bounded sequence in a Banach space,
with 0 < inf,, [|[xn||. Then either

(1) [Case {éx") = w1]| (xn) has a subsequence equivalent to the co-basis;
or
(2) [Case §éX") <wi] (xn) ts null coefficient.

In case (2) there exists a countable ordinal { (in fact féx”) = w%) such
that for each countable ordinal o, either

(2i) [Case o < (] (xn) has a subsequence with co-spreading model of
order o or
(2ii) [Case ¢ < ] (xn) is null coefficient of order «.

Next (in Section 3) we introduce and study the semibounded complete-

(xn)

ness index §~"’ of a sequence (xn) (Definition 3.1) and its relation to

the cp-index. The index Eéxn) is countable if and only if (x,) is semi-

boundedly complete, i.e., when every sequence (A,) of real numbers with

sup,, || i Aixi|| < oo converges to zero. In this case f(X" = wS for some

countable ordinal ¢ (Proposition 3.3); we thus define a sequence (x,) to be
semiboundedly complete of order «, for some 1 < o < wy, if féX") < w® and
equivalently if for every M € [N] there exists a strictly increasing function
¢ : N — M with the property: for every € > 0 there exists ng = ng(¢) € N
such that

{p(n) s> ng and [y > e} € (Ag,, )"\ e,

for every (A,) C R with sup,, || >0 Xixs|| < 1, where (&,) is a strictly
increasing sequence of ordinals with sup,, &, = w®.

The cg-index is always less than or equal to the semibounded complete-
ness index (Proposition 3.6), but they differ in general. We give an exam-
ple of a normalized, weakly null, basic sequence (x,) with §(X” = w and
§§X") = wy (Example 3.14). For normalized cp-unconditional sequences (Def-
inition 3.8) we prove (in Theorem 3.10) that the cp-index is indeed equal to
the semibounded completeness index. Thus, a normalized cy-unconditional
sequence is semiboundedly complete of order «, for some 1 < a < wq, if and
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only if it is null coefficient of order «; and equivalently, if it does not contain
a subsequence with cg-spreading model of order «.

Since every normalized, weakly null sequence in a Banach space has a co-
unconditional subsequence (according to a result of Elton [E]), we have the
following dichotomy (Theorem 3.15), which constitutes a countable ordinal
analogue of Odell’s limiting (for v = wq) theorem.

THEOREM B. Let (x,) be a normalized weakly null sequence in a Banach
space and o be a countable ordinal. Then either

(i) (xn) has a subsequence with co-spreading model of order c; or

(i) every subsequence of (xn) has a subsequence semiboundedly complete
of order a.

NoOTATION. We denote by N = {1,2,...} the set of all natural numbers
and by R the set of real numbers. For an infinite subset M of N we denote
by [M]<“ the set of all finite subsets of M, by [M]* for k € N the set of
all k-element subsets of M and by [M] the set of all infinite subsets of M
(considering them as strictly increasing sequences).

If H, I are non-empty finite subsets of N then we write H < F if
max H < min F', while H < F if max H < min F. By |H| we denote the
cardinality of H.

Identifying every subset of N with its characteristic function, we topolo-
gize the set of all subsets of N by the topology of pointwise convergence.

For a family F of finite subsets of N and M = (m;) € [N] we write:

FIM] =Fn[M]=,
F(M)={(mpy,...,mp,) € [M]<“: (n1,...,nx) € F},
F,={H € |N]<¥: H C F for some F € F}.
F* ={H € [N]<¥: H is an initial segment of some F € F}.
F is hereditary if F, = F.

F is thin if there do not exist H, F' € F such that H is a proper initial
segment of F'.

1. The basic combinatorial tools. In this section we recall some
known combinatorial results which play a major role in our proofs.

DEFINITION 1.1 (The generalized Schreier system; [A-A]). Set
Fo={{n}:neN}
if F,, has been defined then

fa+1:{UHi:n§Hl<...<Hn andHl,...,Hne}"a};
i=1
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and if « is a limit ordinal, fix a strictly increasing sequence (au,)nen of
ordinal numbers with sup,, &, = o and set

Fo={H:He€F,, andn <minH}.
We finally set F,, = {H : H is a finite subset of N}.

REMARK 1.2. (i) If A € F, for some 1 < a < wy, and B C A, then
B € F,. In other words the families F,, are hereditary.

(ii) It is easy to prove by induction that whenever {nq,...,nx} € Fy,
and m; > n; for every i = 1,...,k, then (mq,...,my) € Fy,.

(iii) For every 8 < o < w; there exists ng = ng(3,a) € N such that if
F e Fgand ng < F, then F € F,.

Now, we recall the definition of the complete thin Schreier system
(A¢)..., , defined in [F1].

DEFINITION 1.3 (The complete thin Schreier system; [F1]). For every
non-zero limit ordinal o we fix a strictly increasing sequence (av,) of suc-
cessor ordinals smaller than a with sup, a, = a. We define the system
(Ag)¢<w, recursively as follows:

(1) [Case £ = 1]

Ay ={{n} :neN}

(2) [Case £ = (¢ +1]

Ae =Acy1 ={sCN:s={n}Us;, where n € N, {n} < s; and s; € A¢};

(3) [Case ¢ = WPl B a countable ordinal]

n
A§:Awﬁ+1:{s§N:s:Usi with n = minsy, s1 <...< sy,
i=1
and sl,...,snEAwg};

(4) [Case £ = w®, a a non-zero countable limit ordinal]
A = Ao = {s CN:s € Ayen with n = mins}

(where (av,) is the sequence of ordinals converging to «, fixed above);

(5) [Case ¢ limit, w® < ¢ < w**! for some 0 < a < wi] Let & =
pw® + > piw® be the canonical representation of &, where m > 0,
P, P1,---,Pm = 1 are natural numbers so that either p > 1, or p = 1 and
m>1and o> a1 >...> q, > 0 are countable ordinals. Then

m
Agz{SQNZS:SOUUSiWithSm<...<81<So,
i=1

sozs?U...Usgwiths?<...<sg, S?GAWQ, 1<5<p,

si:s’iu...Us;i With8i<...<82i, S;GAwai7 1< <m, 1§j§pi}.
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We set B, = A« for each 1 < o < wy.

REMARK 1.4. (i) Each family A¢ for 1 < £ < wy is thin (does not
contain proper initial segments of its elements).

(ii) ([F1]) Each finite subset F' of N has a canonical representation with
respect to the family A¢. This means that for every 1 < ¢ < w; there exist
unique n € N, sets sq,...,5, € A¢ and 5,41, a proper initial segment of
some element of A¢, with s1 < ... < s, < s,41 , such that F = U"+11 S;-
The number n is called the type tg( ) of ' with respect to Ag.

(iii) ([F1]) For every 0 < o < wq and M € [N] there exists L € [M] such
that Fo (L) C (Ba)x C Fa-

Now we give the definition of the strong Cantor-Bendixson index of a
hereditary and pointwise closed family of finite subsets of N. This index
is analogous to the well-known Cantor-Bendixson index ([B], [C]) and has
been defined in [A-M-T| and with a different notation in [F1].

DEFINITION 1.5 ([C], [B], [A-M-T]). Let F be a hereditary and pointwise
closed family of finite subsets on N. For M € [N] we define the strong

Cantor-Bendizson derivative (F )ﬁ/[ of 7 on M for every £ < w; as follows:
(F)is = {F € F[M] : F is a cluster point of F[F U L] for each L € [M]}
(where F[M] = F N [M]<¥),

F)5t = ((F)5),

e (Fir=()(F)5 i € is a limit ordinal.

B<E

The strong Cantor—Bendizson index of F on M is defined to be the smallest
countable ordinal ¢ such that ()5, = 0. We denote this index by s/ (F).

REMARK 1.6. (i) sp(F) is a countable successor ordinal.
(i) If F1 C Fo, then spr(F1) < sp(Fa) for every M € [N].
(iii) If L is almost contained in M (i.e. L — M is finite), then sz (F) >
(iv) For every M € [N] and F € [M]<¥, according to a remark in [Ju],
we have: F' € (F)3}, if and only if the set {m € M : FU{m} ¢ F} is finite.
(v) ([A-M-T)) sy (Fo) =w*+1 for every 1 < a <w; and M € [N].
(vi) ([F1]) sm((Ag)s) =&+ 1 for every 1 <& < wq and M € [N].
(vii) ([A-M-T}, [Ju], [F1]) If F is a hereditary and pointwise closed family
of finite subsets of N and M € [N] is such that sp;(F) > w®, then there exists
L € [M] such that F, (L) C F.

We recall the generalization (proved in [F1]) of the classical Ramsey
theorem to every countable ordinal.
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THEOREM 1.7 (¢-Ramsey type theorem; [F1]). Let F be an arbitrary
family of finite subsets of N, M an infinite subset of N and £ a countable
ordinal number. Then there exists an infinite subset L of M such that

either A N[L|SY CF or AeN[L]SY C [N\ F.

Using the strong Cantor-Bendixson index, we have developed in [F1] a
refined form of the above theorem in case F is in addition hereditary.

THEOREM 1.8 (Refined {-Ramsey type theorem; [F1]). Let F be a hered-
itary family of finite subsets of N and M an infinite subset of N. We have
the following cases:

Case 1: If the family F N[M]<% is not pointwise closed, then there exists
L € [M] such that [L]<¥ C F.
Case 2: If the family F N [M]<% is pointwise closed, then there exists
L € [M] such that [L]<¥ C ([N]<%\ F).. Moreover setting
&1 = sup{sp(F) : L € [M]},
which is a countable ordinal, the following hold:
2(i) For every countable ordinal & with £ +1 < £, there exists L € [M]
such that
(Ae). N[L< C 7.
2(ii) For every countable ordinal & with £§; < £+1 there exists L € [M)]
such that
FOLL™ C (A" \ Ags

and equivalently,
Ae N[L]<Y C[N]<Y\ F.
2(iii) If &7, = €+ 1, then both alternatives may materialize.

Now we recall the ¢-Ptak type theorem for some 1 < ¢ < wq, which has
been proved in [F1], using the notion of the weight of a finite subset F' of
N with respect to a set of the family A¢. The classical Ptak theorem is the
limiting w;-case.

DEFINITION 1.9. For every finite subset F' of N, every countable ordinal
¢, and every s € A we define recursively the -weight we(F;s) of F with
respect to s to be a real (in fact, rational) number in [0, 1], as follows:

(1) [Case £ = 1] Since A; = {{n} : n € N}, for every n € N we set

1 ifnelF
F = { ’
wi(F;{n}) 0 otherwise.
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(2) [Case & = ¢+ 1] Let s € A¢y1. Then s = {n} U sy, where n € N,
{n} < s; and s; € Ac. We set

we1(F;8) = we(Fis1) - wi (Fi{n}).

(3) [Case & = wH for0 < B < wy] Lets € Ays+1. Then s = s1U. . .Us,,
with n = minsy, s1 < ... < s, and s1,...,s, € A,s. We set

wy,p+1(F} s) E wy,s (F ;)

(4) [Case £ = w™ for a a non-zero countable limit ordinal] Let s € Aya.
Then s € Ayen with n = min s, where («,,) is the fixed sequence of ordinals
“converging” to a (Definition 1.3). So,

Wye (F58) = wyen (F;8), n =mins.

(5) [Case & limit, w® < & < w**! for some 0 < ap < wi] In this
case, ¢ has a unique representation £ = pow®® + Y\ | p;w®i, where m € N,
Qg > a1 > ... > au, > 0 are ordinal numbers and pg,pi1,...,pm > 1 are
natural numbers, so that either pg > 1, or pg = 1 and m > 1.

Let s € A¢. Then s = soUs; U...U sy, with s, < ... <81 < 59, where
si=sjU...Us}, with s <...<s! and s;'» € Ayei for every 0 < i <m
and 1 < j < p;. We set

m pi
= H H Wyei (F5 s
i=0j=1

REMARK 1.10 ([A-O], [F1]). For every countable ordinal o and s €
Ao = B, we define recursively the functions ¢ : N — [0, 00) as follows:

. gp?k} (n)=1if n =k, and gp({)k}(n) = 0 otherwise, for every {k} € By.

o Bt — =1y @P for every s =s1 U...Usy € Bgr.
® 00 = %% k = mins, for every s € B,, where « is a non-zero countable
limit ordinal.

It is easy to see that ) ¢%(n) =1 and that s = {n € N : 3 (n) # 0}.
Moreover wya (F;s) =), s (n) for every F € [N]<¢.

THEOREM 1.11 (¢-Ptak type theorem; [F1]). Let F be a hereditary and
pointwise closed family of finite subsets of N, M € [N], £ a non-zero count-
able ordinal and 0 < e < 1. If for every s € A¢ N [M]<% there exists F € F
such that we (F;s) > €, then:

(i) there exists L € [M] such that s,(F) > &+ 1;
(ii) &f; < €+1, and
(iii) for every ordinal ¢ with ( < & there exists L € [M] such that

AcN[L]<Y C F.
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THEOREM 1.12 (Ptak’s theorem; [P]). Let F be a hereditary family of
finite subsets of N and 0 < € < 1. If for every non-negative function ¢
on N with finite support and ) ¢(n) = 1 there exists F' € F such that
Y oner ©(n) > €, then there exists L € [N] such that [L]<* C F.

2. The ¢p-behavior of a sequence. In this section we study the precise
“co-content” of an arbitrary (seminormalized, basic) sequence in a Banach
space, with the help of the cp-index defined for any such sequence; this is a
countable ordinal of the form &, = w¢, or the first uncountable ordinal w;
(Proposition 2.5). This index is a measure of the co-content of the sequence
in the following sense:

(i) If & = w1, then there is a subsequence equivalent to the unit vector
basis of ¢y (Remark 2.2).
(ii) If £y < w1, then there exists a countable ordinal ¢ such that:

(iia) on the one hand, for all a < ¢ there is a subsequence with cg-
spreading model of order a (Proposition 2.10), while

(iib) on the other hand (if { < «) the sequence is far from any higher
order co-behavior, in the sense that it is a null coeflicient se-
quence of order ¢ (Proposition 2.13).

This is the content of the main theorem (Theorem 2.15).

DEFINITION 2.1. Let (x5 ) be a bounded sequence in a Banach space X.
For every € > 0 we set

e ={F e N | row
1€EF

< ema;(\)\i] for all (\;)ier C R}.
1€

All the families CE(X") for € > 0 are hereditary.
We then define the cp-index féxn) of (xn) as follows: If the families cHxn)

for all € > 0 are pointwise closed, we set
§éx”) = sup{sy (CX")) : M € [N] and € > 0},
which is a countable ordinal; otherwise

é‘[()Xn) — wl-

REMARK 2.2. (i) g((]x") = wy if and only if there exist € > 0 and M € [N]
such that [M]<¥ C CcX") (Theorem 1.8).
(ii) For a basic sequence () in a Banach space X with 0 < inf,, ||xx]|
there exists A > 0 such that
A max [ < H ZMX@'
i=1

1<i<n

foralln € Nand Aq,..., A\, € R.
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(iii) A basic sequence (xyp) with 0 < inf, ||x»| < sup, ||xn|| < oo has a
subsequence equivalent to the unit vector basis of ¢ if and only if f(()x") = wi.

DEFINITION 2.3. A sequence () in a Banach space X is called

(i) null coefficient (of order wy) if every sequence () of real numbers
with sup{|| >,cr Aixill : F € [N]¥} < oo converges to zero; and

(ii) null coefficient of order «, for some countable ordinal «, if every
sequence (M) of real numbers with sup{||Y .z Aixill : F € Fa} < 00
converges to zero.

PROPOSITION 2.4. Let (x,) be a bounded sequence in a Banach space X .
The following are equivalent:

(i) €5 < wis
(ii) (xn) s null coefficient.

Proof. (i)=-(ii). Let féx") < wi. Assume that (x,,) is not null coefficient.
Then there exist (11,,) C R and € > 0 such that ||, p pixil| < 1 for every
F € [N]<“ and the set M = {n € N: pu,, > ¢} is infinite.

Let F € [M]<¥ and ()\;);er C R. There exists f € X* with ||f| <1
such that || .. p Aixill = fF(O_;cp Aixi)- Since

H Do =D Aif0a) < Y Il 1F0a)
ieF ieF ieF

= Z |Aileif(xi)  (for suitable (g;)ier C {—1,1})

iEF
< Z 1Y) . o
< ZI/\ ieif (xi) < (ngclx\zl) HZNzEzXz
zEF 1€EF
2
< —max |\,
€ 1EF
we see that [M]<¥ C 0575) This is a contradiction (see Remark 2.2(i));

hence, () is null coefficient.
ii)=(i). Let (x,) be null coefficient. If Ocn) - w1, then there exist
(i) =(1) X 0

e > 0 and M € [N] such that [M]<¥ C ) Thus 1> ier Xill < e for
every F € [M]<“. Setting \,, = 1 for every n € M and \,, =0 for n € N\ M

we have
o {[| Ao
ieF

A contradiction; hence f(()x") < wi.

:F e [N]<“’} < 0.

PROPOSITION 2.5. Let (xn) be a bounded sequence in a Banach space X .
Then either §(X" =wi or £(X" = wS for some countable ordinal .
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Proof. Let S(gx") < wi. Then there exists a unique countable ordinal
¢ such that w¢ < féx") < w¢tl Arguing by contradiction suppose that

wt < §éx"). Then there exist M € [N] and & > 0 such that w¢ < sM(C’g(X")).

According to Remark 1.6(vii) there exists a subsequence (y,) of (x,) such

that F. C Ce(y"). This gives B; C C’g(y"), and consequently A, c C C’éy") for

every k € N. Hence (see Remark 1.6(vi)), sN(C'g(y")) > kw¢ for every k € N.
If Yy, = Xm,, for every n € N and M = {m,, : n € N}, then

sar(CX)) > kwS  for every k € N.

Indeed, by induction on £ it can be proved that if (ny,...,n;) € (CE(X"))gN,
then (mp,,...,my,) € (C'E(y"))f\/[.

So, we have {éx") > kwS for every k € N. But this is impossible, since
f(()x") < w¢*t!; hence féx") = W,

The previous proposition and the refined £&-Ramsey type theorem (The-
orem 1.8) give the following equivalences:

PROPOSITION 2.6. Let (xn) be a bounded sequence in a Banach space X
with §éx”) = wC for some countable ordinal . For an arbitrary countable
ordinal o we have:

(i) a < ¢ if and only if there exist L € [N] and € > 0 with
By N[L]< € CX;

(ii) ¢ < a if and only if for everye > 0 and M € |N] there exists L € [M]

such that
OO ML C (Ba)* \ Ba.

Proof. (i) If @ < (, then w® +1 < §éX”), since §éx") is a limit or-
dinal (Proposition 2.5). Hence, there exists ¢ > 0 such that w® + 1 <
sup{sM(C’éx”)) : M € [N]}. From Theorem 1.8, there exists L € [N] such
that B, N [L]<% C CX).

On the other hand, if B, N [L]<¥ C c™) | then (Remark 1.6(vi))
sL(Céx")) > w4+ 1> w%; hence £éx") > w,

(ii) Let e > 0 and M € [N]. If { < a , then

sup{sz (CX)): L e [M]} < féx") <w* <w*+1.
From Theorem 1.8, there exists L € [M] so that cH)n [L]<¥ C (Ba)*\ Ba.
On the other hand, if for every ¢ > 0 and M € [N] there exists L € [M]
such that CX") N [L]<¥ C (Ba)* \ Ba, then SM(Cg(X")) < w® + 1 for every

M € |[N] and € > 0 (Theorem 1.8). Hence, g(()Xn) < w®+ 1 and consequently
(<a.
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So far we have distinguished the cases 5(()X”) = w; and f(gx") < wi (in
Remark 2.2(i) and Proposition 2.4) and proved that in case féx") < wy

there is { < w; such that §éxn) = w¢ (Proposition 2.5). In this last case
the set of all countable ordinals is naturally separated by ¢ into two classes,
those strictly less than (, and those greater than or equal to {. To examine
the behavior resulting from this dichotomy (in Propositions 2.10 and 2.13
below), we need (a) the notion of the ¢yp-spreading model of order « for some
1 < a < w; (Definition 2.7 below) and (b) the notion of the null coefficient
sequence of order « (Definition 2.3).

Firstly we recall the notion of the co-spreading model of order « of a
sequence (Y, ) for a countable number «, a notion that extends the usual
notion of spreading model equivalent to the unit vector basis of ¢y (case
a =1; [B-9)).

DEFINITION 2.7. Let () be a basic sequence in a Banach space X and
a be a countable ordinal number. We say that () has cg-spreading model
of order « if there exist A, B > 0 such that

Afinef%’/\i\ < H iEZF/\iXi

for every F' € F,, and (\;);cr C R.

< Bmax ||
ieF

REMARK 2.8. If a basic sequence () has c¢o-spreading model of order
a for some countable ordinal «, then every subsequence of (x,) has co-
spreading model of order ¢ for every ¢ with 1 < { < a (see Remark 1.2(ii)).

PROPOSITION 2.9. Let (xn) be a bounded sequence in a Banach space X
and a be a countable ordinal number. The following are equivalent:

(i) there exists € > 0 such that

H Z)\iXi

i€l

< € max |Xi|  for every F € F, and (\;)icr C R;
1€

(i) sup{ e | F )|+ F € Fa} < 00 for every f € X*;
(iii) there exists B > 0 such that

H ZXi
ieF

(iv) a sequence (A\,) C R converges to zero if and only if for everye > 0
there exists ng = ng(e) € N such that

H D Aixi
=
Proof. (i)=-(iv). This is easily proved, using the fact that {n} € F, for
every n € N.

< B for every F € Fy;

<e for every F € F, with ng < F.
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(iv)=-(iii). Assume that (iii) does not hold. Then there exists F; € F,

such that
>
ieFl

Set n1 = max Fi. Then there exists C7; > 0 such that

ni
H D dixi
i=1

If || >,cp xill <2 for every F € F, with ny < F, then for every F' € F,
we have || > .. p X:| < C1 + 2, contradicting our assumption. Hence, there
exists Fy € F, such that F} < F5 and

= x

1€EFy

< C; max |\ forevery Aj,..., \,, €R.
1§i§n1

Inductively, we can define a sequence (Fy)ren in F, with Fj, < Fiy1 and

HZX’

1€F

>k for every k € N.

We define a sequence (\,) in R as follows: A\, = 1/k if n € F}, for some
ke Nand A\, =0if n € N\ J,cn Fr- Of course, (A,) converges to zero and

DIUEIE

Since k < Fy, for every k € N, we have a contradiction to (iv).
(iii)=(ii). Let f € X* and F € F,. Since the family F, is hereditary,
condition (iii) implies that
S0l = (X eix) < 2BIf,
icF i€F
where (¢;)ier C {—1,1} with |f(x:)| = €if(xs) for every i € F.
(ii)=-(i). If (ii) holds, then from the Baire category theorem we have the
existence of some k € N such that

sup{z lf(xi)|: F € fa} <k forevery f e X* with ||f|| <1.
=
Let F € F, and (\;);cr € R. Then there exists f € X* with ||f]| < 1 such

that
H ZAiXi = ZAif(Xi)-
ieF iEF

>1 forevery k € N.

Thus,
HZ)‘XZ max\)\\ Z]fxll<kmaxl)\]

i€EF ieF

This finishes the proof of the proposition.
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PROPOSITION 2.10. Let (xn) be a bounded sequence in a Banach space
X and a be a countable ordinal number. The following are equivalent:
(i) wOé < é‘(()Xn);
(ii) there exist a subsequence (y,) of (xn) and € > 0 such that

H Z AiYi
ieF

(iii) there exist a subsequence (yn) of (xn) and € > 0 such that B, C
(yn).
€

)

< e max |Xi|l  for every F € Fy and (N\i)icr C R;
1€

(iv) there exist a subsequence (yn) of (xn), I € [N] and € > 0 such that
| > icm cvill < e for every H € Bo N[I]<* and (g4)ien € {—1,1}.

Proof. (1)=-(ii). If w® < §(()X") , then there exist M € [N] and € > 0 such
that w® < sM(Céxn)). From Remark 1.6(vii) there exists L € [M] such that
Fa(L) € CX.

(ii)=>(iii). Since By C Fa (see Remark 1.4(iii)), we have B, C C¥").

(iii)=-(iv). Set I = N.

(iv)=(@). Let H € B, N[I]<* and (\;)iemx C R. There exists f € X*
with [|f]| <1 such that || >,y Aivill = > ;e Aif (vi). Hence,

H > || < (max|\if) Y |f (vs)
i€H icH

= (%%{MJ) Zeif(yi) (for suitable (g;);eg C {—1,1})
icH

Z €ilYi

icH

We have thus proved that B, N[I]<¥ C Cg(y"). According to Remark 1.6(ii),
(vi), we have

< .
< (max|As])

< e max |\
icH

St (Céy"))z w4+ 1> w®.

This implies that sps (C’E(X"))> w®, where M = {m,, : n € I}, and conse-
quently w® < f((]x").
This finishes the proof.

COROLLARY 2.11. A basic sequence (xn) in a Banach space with 0 <
inf, ||xnl|l < sup, |[xn| < o0 has a subsequence with co-spreading model of

order «, for some countable ordinal «, if and only if W < f(gx").

Proof. This follows from Remark 2.2(ii) and the previous proposition.

REMARK 2.12. (i) A basic sequence (x,) in a Banach space with 0 <
inf,, ||x»|| and sup,, |[x»| < oo has a subsequence with cy-spreading model



166 V. Farmaki

of the greatest possible order if and only if either 58"") = w;i or f(gx") = ol
for some countable ordinal a.

(ii) If a basic sequence has for every countable ordinal « a subsequence
with cp-spreading model of order «, then it has a subsequence equivalent to
the unit vector basis of ¢g.

Until now we characterized the countable ordinals o with w® < féx”) as
those for which () has a subsequence with co-spreading model of order .
Additionally, we know that for each countable ordinal with féxn) < w%, no
subsequence has cg-spreading model of order «. In this last case we prove
(in Proposition 2.13 below) that the sequence is null coefficient of order c.

PROPOSITION 2.13. Let (xn) be a bounded sequence in a Banach space
X and «a be a countable ordinal number. The following are equivalent:

(i) &) < w

(ii) the sequence (xn) is null coefficient of order «;

(iii) for every subsequence (yn) of (xn) and M € [N] there exists I € [M]
such that for each H € By N [I]<Y there exists (i)icr C {—1,1} such that
min H < || ZiGH siyi||;

(iv) for every subsequence (y,) of (xn) and M € [N] there exist a se-
quence (Hp)men in By N [M]<¥ with Hy < Hs < ... and (g,,) in {—1,1}

such that
H Z €iYi

1€EH

— 0OQ.
m

Proof. (i)=-(ii). Let §éx") < w®. If (xr) is not null coefficient of order «,
then there exist (A,) € R and € > 0 such that || >, p Aixi| < 1 for every
F € F, and the set M = {n € N: \,, > ¢} is infinite.

Let M = (mp)nen and y, = Xm,, for every n € N. For every F € F,
and f € X* we have

1
i€F i€F
<33 NS Com) + = 3 A F ) < 211
€iem € ich ¢
where
Fl:{ZEF‘f(sz) :f(Xmi)}EFay
FQZ{iEF:‘f(Xmi) :_f(xmi}E‘Fa'

According to Propositions 2.9 and 2.10 we have w® < 5(()X"). A contradiction;
hence () is null coefficient of order a.

(ii)=(i). Let (xn) be null coefficient of order a. If w® < féx”), then
according to Proposition 2.10, there exist a subsequence (y,) of (x») with
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Yn = Xm,, for every n € N and ¢ > 0 such that
H Z Yi
i€F

Let M = {m,, : n € N}. From a result of Androulakis and Odell ([An-O]J)
there exists L € [M] such that
F\{minF} € F,(L) for every F € F, N[L]<¥

(
We consider the sequence (A,,) in R with A\,, =1 ifn € L and A\, =0 if
n € N\ L. Then

sup{” ;Aixi
el
i€F

< sup [henll + sup { | 3
n icF

<e forevery F € F,.

:Fe]—“a}

FeFun [L}<w} (since F, is hereditary)

‘Fe }“a(L)} (see Remark 1.2(ii))

< sup ||xn| + sup {H Zyl 1 Fe ]:a}
" i€F

<sup [[xall +e.
n

Since (\,,) does not converge to zero, the sequence () is not null coefficient.
A contradiction, hence 5(()X”) < w?.

(i)=-(iii). Let §(X”) < w®. If (yn) is a subsequence of (x,) and M € [N],
then for every £ € N we set

Ls :{H €M< k< H Zz—:iyi
i€H

for some (g;)iem C {—1, 1}}

According to Proposition 2.10 we have
Lk NByN[I]<¥ #£0  for every k € N and I € [M].

Using the w*-Ramsey theorem (Theorem 1.7) we can construct a decreasing
sequence (Ii)gen in [M] such that

B, N [I]<Y C L, for every k € N.

Set I = (i¥)ken if I = (i%)nen for every k € N. Every set H in B, N [I]<
belongs to Ly, where k = min H. Hence for each H € B, N[I]<% there exists
(Si)iEH - {—1, 1} such that min H < || ZieH siyi”.

(iii)=(iv). For every I € [N] there exists a sequence (H,,)men in By N
[I]<¢ such that Hy < Hy < ... (Remark 1.4(ii)).

(iv)=-(i). This is obvious, by Proposition 2.10. This finishes the proof.
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REMARK 2.14. (i) If a bounded sequence (xy) is null coefficient of or-
der «a for some countable ordinal «, then every subsequence of (x,,) is null
coeflicient of order § for every § with a < 8 < w;.

(ii) If a sequence (x5 ) is null coefficient, then there exists a countable
ordinal ¢ (in fact ws = féx")) such that (xy,) is null coefficient of order « for
every a with ( < a < w;y.

(iii) If the cp-index §éxn) of a sequence () is countable, then §éx”) = wS
where ( is the least ordinal o which makes the sequence () null coefficient
of order a.

Gathering all the previous results we can finally state the principal the-
orem of this section.

THEOREM 2.15. Let (xn) be a basic bounded sequence in a Banach space
with 0 < inf,, [|[xn||. Then either

(1) [Case §éX") = w1] (xn) has a subsequence equivalent to the unit
vector basis of cg; or

(2) [Case f(X” <wi] (xn) ts null coefficient.

In case (2) there exists a countable ordinal ¢ (in fact §éx”) = w%) such
that for each countable ordinal o, either

(2i) [Case a < €] (xn) has a subsequence with co-spreading model of
order o or

(2ii) [Case ¢ < a] (xn) is null coefficient of order «.
Proof. This follows from Propositions 2.4, 2.5, 2.10 and 2.13.

3. Semiboundedly complete sequences. An important notion con-
cerning basic sequences is that of semibounded completeness. A sequence
(xn) is semiboundedly complete if every sequence (\,) of real numbers with
sup,, || -7, Aixill < oo converges to zero. According to a result of Odell
([O]) every normalized weakly null sequence contains a subsequence which
is either equivalent to the unit vector basis of ¢y or semiboundedly com-
plete. This happens since every normalized weakly null sequence has a cq-
unconditional subsequence (see Definition 3.8 below; [E]) and since every
co-unconditional sequence is semiboundedly complete if and only if it does
not contain a subsequence equivalent to the unit vector basis of c¢g.

In this section we introduce (Definition 3.1) and characterize (Theorem
3.4) the semibounded completeness index §§X”) of a sequence (xp). The in-
dex &, Oen) s countable if and only if (x,) is semiboundedly complete (Remark

3.2(i)) and in this case &, (Xxn) — )¢ for some countable ordinal ¢ (Proposi-



Ordinal indices and Ramsey dichotomies 169

tion 3.3). We call a sequence semiboundedly complete of order «, for some
countable ordinal «, if §IEX") < w®™.

The co-index is always less than or equal to the semibounded complete-
ness index (Proposition 3.6), but these differ in general. In Example 3.14
we give an example of a normalized, weakly null, basic sequence (x,,) with
{éxn) = w and féxn) = wi.

For normalized co-unconditional sequences we prove (Theorem 3.10) that
the two indices are equal. Thus a normalized cg-unconditional sequence is
semiboundedly complete of order «, for some 0 < a < wq, if and only if
it does not contain a subsequence with cg-spreading model of order « or,
equivalently, if it is null coefficient of order a.

As a corollary, we deduce that for a given countable ordinal a every
normalized weakly null sequence has a subsequence either semiboundedly
complete of order av or with co-spreading model of order «, thus obtain-
ing a countable ordinal analogue of Odell’s limiting (for & = w;) theorem
(Theorem 3.15).

DEFINITION 3.1. Let (x,) be a sequence in a Banach space X. For every
€ > 0 we set

<1

DXn) = {F € [N]<¥ : there exists (\,) C R with sup H Z AiXi
"=

and |\;| > e for every i € F}.

The families Dé""’, for all € > 0, are hereditary.
We then define the semibounded completeness index £ISX") of (xn) as

follows: if there exists € > 0 such that the family Déx”) is not pointwise
closed, then we set

otherwise
) — sup{sp (DY) : M € [N] and € > 0},

which is a countable ordinal.
We say that the sequence (x,,) is:

(1) semiboundedly complete (of order wq) if all the sequences (A,) C R
with sup,, || i, Aixi|| < 1 converge to zero;
(2) semiboundedly complete of order ¢, for some countable ordinal ¢, if
££X'n) S wc'

REMARK 3.2. (i) For a sequence () with inf,, ||x,| > 0, using a com-
pactness argument, it is easy to prove that {éx") = wq if and only if there
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exist M € [N], & > 0 and (\,) C R such that sup,, || > ; Aixi|| < 1 and
[An| > € for every n € M. Hence (x,) is semiboundedly complete if and
only if flgx”) < wi.

(il) w < g,ﬂx") for every bounded sequence (x,,), since for every k € N
and F € [NJ* setting a,, = 1/(Ak) if n € F and v, = 0 if n € N\ F, where
A = sup, |[xnll, we get sup,, || 32;L; aixill < 1.

(iii) For the summing basis (s, ) of ¢y we have 555") = w; and 585") = w.

(iv) If (y,) is a subsequence of (xy), then flgy") < §£X”). So, if (xn) is
semiboundedly complete of order ¢ and ¢ < o < wy, then (y,,) is semibound-
edly complete of order a.

PROPOSITION 3.3. Let (xn) be a sequence in a Banach space X. Then
either §(X" =wy or féx") = wS for some ordinal ¢ with 1 < ¢ < wy.

Proof. Let f(X” < wi. Then there exists an ordinal ¢ with 1 < { < w,
such that w¢ < EIEX" < w¢Tt. Arguing by contradiction suppose that w¢ <
§£X"). Then there exist M € [N] and ¢ > 0 such that w® < sM(Dgx")).

According to Remark 1.6(vii) there exists L = (l,) € [M] such that
Fe(L) € DX,

Let k € N and F,...,F, € F¢ with Iy < ... < Fj. For each m €
{1,...,k} there exist (A7) C R such that sup, | > i—; \™x;|| < 1 and
A" > € for every i € Fp,. For each m € {1,...,k} set 0, = maxF,
and p,, = minF},; also set 0" = A" if n € N with [,, < n <, and
by =0if n € Nwithn <1, orn>l,, . Then

<2 forevery me{l,... k}.

Set A, (b .+ bk)/(Qk) for every n € N . Then

iXi|| <1 and ‘)\l

m=1

Setting, for every k € N,
k
FE = {Fe [N|<“: F = UFi with F; € F¢ and Fy <...<Fk},

we have thus proved that .7-"?( ) C DO/((”%) for every k € N.
From a result of Androulakis and Odell ([An-O]) there exists Ly € [L]

such that F'\ {min F'} € F¢(L) for every F' € F N [L1]<¥. This shows that
FeN[L]<¥ € FZ(L). Hence, .7:? N[Li]<¥ C ]:C%(L) for every k € N. Thus,
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we have

Apoe N [L1]= € FEN L)< € DO7y,  for every k € N,

This gives (see Remark 1.6(v))

kw® 4+1 < sLl(Dg(Zk)) for every k € N.

But this is impossible, since f(X" < wSt!, Hence, f(X" = WS,

Recapitulating the previous results, we have already proved that a se-
quence (x,) in a Banach space with 0 < inf, ||xn| < sup, [|xnl < oo is
semiboundedly complete if and only if the index £ISX”) is countable and in
this case §£X") = w¢ for some countable ordinal ¢. The ordinal ¢ indicates the
least possible order of the semibounded completeness of (x,) (see Remark
3.2(iv)).

In the following we will establish a characterization of the sequences semi-
boundedly complete of order ¢ in terms of the complete thin Schreier system
(Definition 1.3). The sense of this characterization is that the semibounded
completeness of order ¢ of the sequence (x,,) is precisely equivalent to the
wS-uniform convergence to zero of all the sequences (\,) of real numbers
with sup,, | 0, Al < 1.

THEOREM 3.4. Let (xn) be a basic sequence in a Banach space, ¢ a
countable ordinal and (&,) a strictly increasing sequence of ordinals with
sup,, &, = wS. The following are equivalent:

(i) (xn) is semiboundedly complete of order (;
(i) for every M € [N] there exists a strictly increasing function ¢ : N —
M with the property: for every e > 0 there exists ng = ng(e) € N such that

fp(n) 12 o and Py 2 2} € (A, )"\ e,
for every (A\,) C R with sup,, | Yoi—; Aixill < 1.

Proof. (1)=(ii). Let féxn) < wt. For every M € [N] and ¢ > 0 there
exists I € [M] such that sup{sN(Déxn)) :N € [I]} < wb.

Let M € |N]. Using Theorem 1.8 we can construct a strictly increasing
sequence (k) in [N] and a decreasing sequence (I,,) in [M] such that

Dg’;”) N[L]SY C (Ag,, )"\ Ag,,  for every n e N.

If I,, = (i)}, )men for every n € N, then define ¢ : N — M by ¢(n) =i

for every n € N. For € > 0 set ny = no(e) = kj for some A € Nwith 1/ < e.
Then for every sequence (\,) in R with sup,, || > oi; Aixi|| < 1 we get

{o(n) :n>ng and [A,| >} € (Aéno)* \ -AEnO-
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(ii)=(i). Suppose that §,§X") > wS. Then there exist ¢ > 0 and M € [N]
such that sM(Déxn)) > ws > &, + 1 for every n € N. By (ii), there exist
L € [M] and ny € N such that

Déxﬂ) N [L]<w g (A£7L0)* \‘Ag’"o .

Since sL(Déx")) > &, + 1 (Remark 1.6(iii)), according to Theorem 1.8,
there exists I € [L] such that Ag, N [I]<% C PX~) A [L]<¥, which is a

contradiction, hence §£X") < Wb

Choosing appropriate sequences (£,,) strictly increasing to w® we can
obtain interesting descriptions of being semiboundedly complete of order (.

COROLLARY 3.5. Let (x,) be a sequence in a Banach space, and ¢ a
countable ordinal.

(1) §l§x") < wStL if and only if for every M € [N] there exists a strictly
increasing function ¢ : N — M such that for every e > 0 there exists ng € N
so that the type with respect to B¢ (see Remark 1.4(ii)) of the set

{o(n) :n <ng and [Aym| > €}

is at most ng, for every (A,) C R with sup,, || > i, Xixi|l < 1.

(2) 515)(”) < WS for some limit ordinal ¢ if and only if there exists a
sequence (Cy) of ordinals strictly increasing to ¢ with the following property:
for every M € [N] there exists a strictly increasing sequence ¢ : N — M
such that for every € > 0 there exists ng € N so that the type with respect to
B, of the set

{o(n) : n<ng and [Aym)| > e}

is at most ng, for every (A,) C R with sup,, || Y7, Aixill < 1.

Proof. This is a consequence of Theorem 3.4: in case (1), set &, = nw¢
for every n € N, and in case (2), set &, = ws»*! for every n € N.

Now, we will study the relation of the semibounded completeness index
féx") to the cp-index féx") of a sequence (xp,).

PROPOSITION 3.6. Let (xn) be a normalized basic sequence in a Banach
space X. Then géxn) < §ISX").

Proof. Let flgx”) = w¢ for some 1 < ¢ < wy (Proposition 3.3). Arguing by

contradiction, we assume that wé < 5(()X”). Then there exist a subsequence
(yn) of (xn) and € > 0 such that

H Z)\iyi

i€l

< € max |Ai|  for every F € F¢ and (\;)ier C R.
1€
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Let E = [(yn)] be the closed subspace of X which is generated by the
sequence (yy,), and (y;) € E* the sequence of the biorthogonal functionals
of (yn). Clearly, |lyx|| < 2C for every n € N, where C' is the basic constant

of (yn)-
Let s € B; C Fe. We set A, = ¢5(n) for every n € N, according to

Remark 1.10. Then
H;Ay,* > é(;/\y,*)(;y) = é;k = é

Let f € B with |[f]| < 1L and || ;e  Migill = o5, Xif (y7). Setting
pn, = C~Lf(yr) for every n € N, we get |u,| < 2 for every n € N and

supHZuiyi = —supHZf (¥7)y
"=

1
<_ P** :1
< Cs%pl\ 2l

= —supHP**( ol

(where the P, are the natural projections associated to the basis (y,)).
If F={ie€s:|u|>1/(2eC)}, then F € DS“{Q) c)- We will prove that
Wy (Fys) > 1/(4eC). Indeed,

1 *
gg\)gxy = O3 N =C Y+ C 3

1€s\F
< 2Cw ¢ (Fys) +

%0
Hence, ||w ¢ (F;s)|| > 1/(4eC).

According to the w®-Ptak type theorem (Theorem 1.11) there exists L €
[N] such that sL(Dgy”)) > w¢, where § = 1/(2¢0).

If y, = xm, for every n € N, then for M = {m,, : n € L} we have
SM(D((;X”)) > w¢, and consequently £ISX”) > Wb,

This is a contradiction; hence féx") <wt = {éxn).

COROLLARY 3.7. Let (xn) be a normalized basic sequence in a Banach
space and ¢ an ordinal number with 1 < ¢ < wy. If (xn) is semiboundedly
complete of order , then (xn) is null coefficient of order (.

In Remark 3.2(iii) we gave an example of a normalized basic sequence
() with 528”) = wi and 588”) = w. According to Proposition 2.13, (s,)
is null coefficient of order « for every countable ordinal «, but it is not
semiboundedly complete of order «. As we prove in Theorem 3.10 below
these notions are equivalent in the case of a cg-unconditional sequence.

DEFINITION 3.8. A bounded basic sequence (x,) in a Banach space is
co-unconditional if for every ¢ > 0 there exists a constant K (J) < oo so that
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for every n € N, every sequence (\;)"_; C Rwith [\, <1foralli=1,...,n
and every FFC {1 <i<n :|\| >} we have

H D dixi|| < K(CS)H Zn: AiXi |-
il i=1

REMARK 3.9. Elton [E] proved that every normalized weakly null se-
quence in a Banach space has a cg-unconditional subsequence.

THEOREM 3.10. Let (xn) be a normalized co-unconditional basic se-

quence in a Banach space X. Then féx”) = §,§X")-

Proof. We claim that if w¢ < §ISX") for some countable ordinal {, then
wt < £éx"). Indeed, let w® < §ZSX"). Then there exist M € [N] and € > 0 such

that w¢ < sM(Déx")). According to Remark 1.6(vii) there exists L € [M]
such that
Fe(L) € DX

Set L = (I,,) and y, = x,, foreveryn € N.If F' € F¢, then (I;)icr € DX
so there exists a sequence (\,;) C R with

iXil| <1 and |A,|>e forall i€ F.

Thus for every f € X* we have

S 17wl < -

i€F i€EF

= %Zei/\zif(yi) (for suitable (g;);er C {—1,1})

el

1 1 1 e

— - M) < - H Mool < s (2
/(S o) < Q- [ S e < 2 (5)

since |A,| > 2 for every n € N, |\;,| > ¢ for every i € F' and the sequence
(xn) is co-unconditional with constraint K (9) for § > 0.

According to Propositions 2.9 and 2.10 we get w¢ < féx"), which finishes
the proof of our claim.

g}EX'n)

In case = w; we have w¢ < §ISX") for every countable ordinal (.

So according to our claim w® < féx”) for every 1 < ¢ < wy, which gives
(xn) __ _ (xn)
fo =w1 = fb .
In case §, Oen) w1 there exists a countable ordinal ¢ such that féx") =
wé < f(X") (Propositions 2.5 and 3.6). If w¢ < §(X” then according to the

previous claim we have Wb < & Ocn) , which is impossible. Hence, ; (xn) éx")
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So far we have proved that a normalized cg-unconditional basic sequence
(xn) in a Banach space X either has a subsequence equivalent to the unit
vector basis of ¢y (in which case féx”) = féxn) = wy), or it is semibound-
edly complete (in case §éx") = flgxn) < wq). In the latter case there exists a
countable ordinal ¢ such that f(()x") = féx") = wC. The ordinal ¢ separates
the set of all the countable ordinals into two classes, the ordinals o with
a < ¢ and those with o > (. We characterized the ordinals o with o < ¢
as those for which the sequence (x,) has a subsequence with cy-spreading
model of order « (Proposition 2.10); on the other hand, we characterized
the ordinals a with ¢ < « as those which make the sequence () null coeffi-
cient of order o (Proposition 2.13) and moreover semiboundedly complete of
order a (Theorem 3.4). In the following two propositions we will give more
characterizations of these two classes.

PROPOSITION 3.11. Let (xn) be a normalized co-unconditional sequence

i a Banach space X with féxn) = wS for some countable ordinal C. For each
countable ordinal o the following are equivalent:

(i) a<g
(ii) there exists a subsequence (yn) of (xn) with co-spreading model of
order «;

(iii) there exist a subsequence (yn) of (xn), I € [N] and € > 0 such that

icH

<e for every H € B, N [I]<“.

Proof. (1)< (ii). This is proved in Proposition 2.10.
(ii)=-(iii). This is obvious: set [ = N.
(iii)=-(ii). According to Remark 1.4(iii) there exists L € [I] such that

Fo(L) C (Ba N[I]<Y),.

Set L = (ln)nen and z, =y, for every n € N. The subsequence (z,) of
(xn) has co-spreading model of order «. Indeed, let F' € F,. Then there
exists H € B, N [I]<¥ such that (I;);er € H. Since the sequence (xy) is
co-unconditional there exists K = K (1) > 0 such that

|5l Sl < 4]
i€l el i€eH

According to Proposition 2.9 the sequence (z,) has cp-spreading model of
order «.

< Ke.

PROPOSITION 3.12. Let (xn) be a normalized co-unconditional sequence

i a Banach space with §§X”) = wC for some countable ordinal ¢. For each

countable ordinal o the following are equivalent:
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(i) ¢ <o
(ii) the sequence (xn) is semiboundedly complete of order «;
(iii) the sequence (xn) is null coefficient of order «;
(iv) whenever a bounded sequence (A\,) of real numbers satisfies
sup{|| > ;e Aixill : H € Bo} < 00, then (\,) converges to zero;
(v) for every subsequence (yn) of (xn) and M € |N] there exists L € [M]
such that

for every H € B, N [L]<¥;

min H < H Zy,
icH

(vi) for every subsequence (yn) of (xn) and M € [N] there exists a
sequence (Hy,) in By N [M]<Y with Hy < Hy < ... and

|5

1€EH

— OQ.

Proof. (i)« (ii). This follows from Definition 3.1.
(i)<(iii). Follows from Theorem 3.10 and Proposition 2.13.
(iii)=(iv). Let (A\,,) € R with

sup {H > dixi
i€H

We assume that (\,) does not converge to zero. Then there exists ¢ > 0
such that the set

:HEB(X}:A<OO and sup|\,| =B < oc.

M ={neN:|\,|>¢e} is infinite.

According to Remark 1.6(iii) and a result of Androulakis and Odell ([An-O])
there exists L € [M] with L = ({,,) such that

FulL) C (Ba N [M]<®),, F\{minF} € Fo(L) forall F € F,N[L]<.

Set p, = A, for every n € N and p,, = 0 for every n € N\ L. If ' € F,,

then
H ZMz‘Xi = H Z AiXi
ieF i€ Fy

for some Fy € F, N[L]<“.

Hence,

< 2K(e/B)A,

H ZMXZ'

i€F

since the sequence (xy,) is cp-unconditional with constraint K () for § > 0.
This contradicts (iii). Hence (A,,) converges to zero.

(iv)=-(iii). This is obvious, since B, C F,.
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(i)=(v). Let ¢ < a. If (yn) is a subsequence of (x,) and M € [N], then
for every k € N we set
Ly, = {He [M]< & < sz }
icH
According to Proposition 3.11 we have
L. NB,N[I]<Y#Q forevery k€ Nand I € [N].
Using the refined w®-Ramsey type theorem (Theorem 1.8), a decreasing
sequence ([x) in [M] can be constructed such that
By N [Ix]<¥ C Ly for every k € N.
Set L = (i%) if I, = (i%)nen for every k € N. If H € B, N [I]<¥, then
H € Ly, where k = min H; hence

min H < H Zyi
i€eH

(v)=(vi). For every L € [M] there exists (Remark 1.4(ii)) a sequence
(Hy) in B N [M]<¢ with Hy, < Hy < ... and L =, .y H.
(vi)=-(i). This follows from Proposition 3.11.

for every H € B, N [1]<%.

Gathering the previous results we can state a theorem which completes
Theorem 2.15 in the case of a normalized cg-unconditional sequence.

THEOREM 3.13. Let (xn) be a normalized co-unconditional basic sequence
in a Banach space. Then either

(1) [Case §ISX”) = w1]| (xn) has a subsequence equivalent to the unit vector
basis of cg; or

(2) [Case §ISX”) <wi] (xn) is semiboundedly complete (equivalently, null
coefficient).

In case (2) there exists a countable ordinal ¢ such that &
wS. Then, for each countable ordinal o, either

(xn) _ ¢#(xn) _
0 - Sb -

(21) [Case oo < €] (xn) has a subsequence with a co-spreading model of
order o or

(2ii) [Case ¢ < o] (xn) is semiboundedly complete of order a (equiva-
lently, null coefficient of order «).

Proof. This follows from Theorems 2.15 and 3.10, Remark 3.2(i) and
Propositions 3.11 and 3.12.

At this point the following question naturally arises: Is it true that

§éX") = §ISX") for every normalized weakly null basic sequence (x,)? The
answer is negative, as follows from the example below.
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EXAMPLE 3.14 (James’ space; [J]). For a sequence (\,,) of real numbers
we set

H(AH)H - Sup{[()\Pl - )\p2)2 + ttt + ()\p'nb—l - )\Pm)Q + (Ap'rn - Apl)2j|]-/2 :
meNand p; <...<pm}

The vector space
X ={(\) €RY:lim\, =0 and ||(\,)] < oo}

is a Banach space with respect to the norm || ||.
Forn € Nlet e,, = (A?)meny With A7, = 0ifn #mand A" =1ifn=m
The sequence (e,,) is a normalized, weakly null, basic sequence in X. We

(en)

will prove that ;"' = w and 51()6") = wy:

(i) gée”) = w. Indeed, suppose {ée”) > w. Then, according to Proposi-
tion 2.10, there exists a subsequence (y,,) of (e,) and £ > 0 such that

H Zyi
i€F

Set Fi, =(n+2,n+4,...,n+2n) for every n € N. Of course, F,, € F; for
every n € N . Setting p; =n + ¢ for 1 <7 < 2n we have

SE

i€ Fy,

<e forevery F € F.

(2n) 2 for every n € N.

This is a contradiction, hence 5(()6”) = w.
(ii) éen) = wi. Indeed, || 37, e;]| <1 for every n € N. So, according to
Remark 3.2(i), we have {lge") = wy.

From the previous example it is clear that we cannot hope for a theorem
analogous to Theorem 3.13 in the general case of a normalized weakly null
sequence (not necessarily cop-unconditional). However, using Elton’s theorem
(Remark 3.9), we can prove the following dichotomy, which generalizes (to
every countable ordinal) the Odell theorem (case a = wy).

THEOREM 3.15. Let (xy) be a normalized weakly null sequence in a Ba-
nach space and o be a countable ordinal. Then either

(i) (xn) has a subsequence with co-spreading model of order «; or
(ii) every subsequence of (xn) has a subsequence semiboundedly complete
of order a.

Proof. Let a be a countable ordinal and (y,,) a subsequence of (x,,). The
sequence (y,,) has a subsequence (z,) which is ¢p-unconditional and basic. If

5(()2") = w1, then (z,) has a subsequence equivalent to the unit vector basis
of ¢p, hence (x,) has a subsequence with co-spreading model of order «.

If Eéz") < w1, then 5((]2") = w¢ for some countable ordinal ¢. Hence, in case
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a < ¢ the sequence (x,,) has a subsequence with cg-spreading model of order
a, and in case ¢ < « the sequence (x,) has a subsequence semiboundedly
complete of order «, according to Theorem 3.13.

[A-A]
[A-O]
[An-O]
[A-M-T]
)
B9
[C]

(E]
[F'1]
(F2]

[J]

[Ju]
0]

[P]

[P-R]
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