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Algebras of approximation sequences:
Fredholm theory in fractal algebras

by

Steffen Roch (Darmstadt)

Abstract. The present paper is a continuation of [5, 7] where a Fredholm theory
for approximation sequences is proposed and some of its properties and consequences are
studied. Here this theory is specified to the class of fractal approximation methods. The
main result is a formula for the so-called α-number of an approximation sequence (An)
which is the analogue of the kernel dimension of a Fredholm operator.

1. Introduction. Let H be a complex Hilbert space, L(H) the C∗-
algebra of bounded linear operators on H, and K(H) the ideal of compact
linear operators on H. Further let (Pn) be a sequence of orthogonal projec-
tions on H which converges strongly to the identity operator I on H:

s-limPn = I ⇔ Pnx→ x for all x ∈ H,
and assume that dim ImPn = n. Thus, ImPn and L(ImPn) can be identified
with the linear space Cn and with the algebra Cn×n = L(Cn), respectively.
The n× n identity matrix will be denoted by In.

Let A ∈ L(H). An approximation method for A is a sequence (An) of
matrices An ∈ Cn×n such that AnPn → A and A∗nPn → A∗ strongly as
n→∞. This method converges if the equations

Anx
(n) = Pny

have unique solutions x(n) ∈ ImPn for all sufficiently large n and all right
hand sides y ∈ H, and if these solutions converge in the norm of H to a
solution of the equation

Ax = y.

By the Banach–Steinhaus theorem, the method (An) for A is applicable if
and only if the sequence (An) is stable in the sense that the matrices An are
invertible for all sufficiently large n and

sup ‖A−1
n ‖ <∞.
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For another characterization of stability, introduce the set F of all bounded
sequences (An) of matrices An ∈ Cn×n. Provided with elementwise opera-
tions and the supremum norm, this set becomes a C∗-algebra with identity
element (In), and the set G of all sequences (An) ∈ F with lim ‖An‖ = 0
forms a closed two-sided ideal in F . A Neumann series argument shows that
the sequence (An) ∈ F is stable if and only if its coset (An) +G is invertible
in the quotient algebra F/G.

The role of the algebra F/G in numerical analysis can be compared with
the role of the algebra L(H) in operator theory. In this sense, the stable
sequences in F correspond to the invertible operators on H. For operators,
there is a useful generalization of the notion of invertibility : one considers
operators A ∈ L(H) which are almost invertible in the sense that both their
kernel KerA and their cokernel CokerA := H/ImA have finite dimension.
Operators with this property are called Fredholm operators, and the quantity
indA := dim KerA− dim CokerA is referred to as the index of A.

In [7, 5] an analogous notion of a Fredholm approximation sequence is
introduced and studied. The kernel dimension condition for a Fredholm
operator is replaced by the following condition for a Fredholm sequence
(An) ∈ F : There is an ε > 0 and a fixed number k such that at most k
singular values of An are less than ε for all sufficiently large n. The smallest
possible number k with this property is the analogue of the kernel dimen-
sion for the Fredholm sequence (An), and we call it the α-number of that
sequence. One can also define the index of a Fredholm sequence in a natural
way, but it turns out that this index is always zero. This is a consequence
of the fact that the approximation operators An which we consider act on
finite-dimensional spaces. Exact definitions will be given in Section 2.

So the most important quantity related to a Fredholm sequence seems
to be its α-number. In [7], we derived a simple and practicable formula to
compute this number for large classes of concrete approximation sequences.
(In fact, for all sequences which lie in a standard algebra in the terminol-
ogy of [7]. This class includes, e.g., projection methods with spline ansatz
functions for singular integral operators or quadrature formula methods for
Mellin operators, to mention only a few.) It has been one goal in [5] to gen-
eralize this formula to the class of all fractal approximation methods. This
class has been introduced in [6, 4]. Roughly speaking, a sequence (An) is
fractal (or self-similar) if (An) can be completely reconstructed from each
of its infinite subsequences up to a sequence tending to zero in norm. The
precise definition is in Section 3. The class of fractal sequences includes all
sequences in standard algebras.

For the formula for the α-numbers derived in [7] one needs an additional
hypothesis which is satisfied for all sequences in standard algebras but not
for all fractal sequences. In the present paper, we will set forth a specification
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of the general Fredholm theory (including a formula for the α-numbers) to
fractal approximation methods without any additional (and hard to check)
hypotheses (Section 4).

For applications of this Fredholm theory to the analysis of concrete ap-
proximation methods we refer to the already mentioned papers [7, 8, 5] and
to the textbook [2]. Nice applications to a special class of approximation
sequences (the finite section method for Toeplitz operators) are in [1].

2. Compact and Fredholm sequences. In this section we recall the
definition of a compact and a Fredholm approximation sequence from [5],
and we derive some characterizations of compact sequences which are basic
in what follows.

2.1. The ideal of compact sequences

Sequences of rank one matrices. Let K be the smallest closed ideal of F
which contains all sequences of matrices of rank ≤ 1. The product of such
a sequence with another sequence in F is again a sequence of matrices of
rank ≤ 1. Hence, the set K0 of all finite sums of sequences matrices of rank
≤ 1 forms an ideal (in general, non-closed) of F whose closure is just the
ideal K. Consequently, a sequence (An) ∈ F belongs to K if and only if, for
every ε > 0, there is a sequence (Kn) ∈ F such that

sup
n
‖An −Kn‖ < ε and sup

n
dim ImKn <∞.(1)

We refer to the elements of K as compact sequences. The role of the ideal K
of compact sequences in numerical analysis can be compared with the role
of the ideal of compact operators in operator theory.

Characterization of compact sequences via singular values. Given a se-
quence (Kn) ∈ F , denote by

0 ≤ σ(n)
1 ≤ σ(n)

2 ≤ . . . ≤ σ(n)
n(2)

the singular values of Kn, i.e. the non-negative square roots of the eigen-
values of K∗nKn. Further set Σ

(n)
k := σ

(n)
n−k+1 for k = 1, . . . , n. Clearly,

‖Kn‖ = σ
(n)
n = Σ

(n)
1 .

Theorem 2.1. A sequence (Kn) ∈ F is compact if and only if

lim
k→∞

sup
n≥k

Σ
(n)
k = 0.(3)

Proof. Let (Kn) ∈ F satisfy (3), and let (with unitary matrices Un, Vn)

Kn = Un diag(Σ(n)
1 , . . . , Σ(n)

n )V ∗n
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be the singular value decomposition of Kn. For every k, n ≥ 1, set

K(k)
n :=




Un diag(Σ(n)

1 , . . . , Σ
(n)
k−1, 0, . . . , 0)V ∗n if 1 < k ≤ n,

0 if 1 = k ≤ n,
Kn if n < k.

Then, for all k, n ≥ 1,

‖Kn −K(k)
n ‖

=




‖Un diag(0, . . . , 0, Σ(n)

k , . . . , Σ
(n)
n )V ∗n ‖ = Σ

(n)
k if 1 < k ≤ n,

‖Kn‖ = Σ
(n)
1 if 1 = k ≤ n,

0 if n < k.

Hence,
‖(Kn)n≥1 − (K(k)

n )n≥1‖F = sup
n≥k

Σ
(n)
k ,

which together with hypothesis (3) implies

lim
k→∞

‖(Kn)n≥1 − (K(k)
n )n≥1‖F = lim

k→∞
sup
n≥k

Σ
(n)
k = 0.

Thus, the sequence (Kn) is the limit as k →∞ of the sequences (K(k)
n )n≥1.

Since dim ImK
(k)
n ≤ k−1, each (K(k)

n )n≥1 lies in K0, and so (Kn) is compact.

Let now (Kn) be a compact sequence. Then (supn≥kΣ
(n)
k )k≥1 is decreas-

ing and bounded below (by zero) and, hence, convergent. Assume that its
limit is positive. Then there is a C > 0 such that

sup
n≥k

Σ
(n)
k ≥ C for all k ≥ 1.

Hence, for each k ≥ 1, there is an nk ≥ k such that

Σ
(nk)
k ≥ C for all k ≥ 1.(4)

Further, since (Kn) is compact, there is a sequence (Rn) ∈ F with

sup
n

dim ImRn <∞ and sup
n
‖K∗nKn −R∗nRn‖ < C

(cf. (1)). Set r := supn dim ImRn and choose k > r. Thus, in particular,

‖K∗nkKnk −R∗nkRnk‖ < C.(5)

Let now
K∗nkKnk = Unk diag(Σ(nk)

1 , . . . , Σ(nk)
nk

)U∗nk
with a unitary matrix Unk , and set

Pk := diag(1, . . . , 1, 0, . . . , 0)

with k ones and nk − k zeros. Then, obviously, the matrix

PkU
∗
nk
K∗nkKnkUnkPk = diag(Σ(nk)

1 , . . . , Σ
(nk)
k , 0, . . . , 0)
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is invertible on ImPk, and

‖(PkU∗nkK
∗
nk
KnkUnkPk|ImPk)−1‖ = max

{
1

Σ
(nk)
1

, . . . ,
1

Σ
(nk)
k

}
=

1

Σ
(nk)
k

,

whence
‖(PkU∗nkK

∗
nk
KnkUnkPk|ImPk)−1‖−1 = Σ

(nk)
k ≥ C

due to (4). Since, by (5),

‖PkU∗nkK
∗
nk
KnkUnkPk − PkU∗nkR

∗
nk
RnkUnkPk‖ < C,

a Neumann series argument yields the invertibility of PkU∗nkR
∗
nk
RnkUnkPk,

considered as an operator on ImPk. This implies that

dim ImR∗nkRnk ≥ dim ImPk = k,

which contradicts our assumption. Hence, the sequence (supn≥kΣ
(n)
k )k≥1

cannot have a positive limit, i.e. (Kn) satisfies (3).

Corollary 2.2. Let (Kn) ∈ K. Then limn→∞ σ
(n)
k exists and is 0 for

every k.

Proof. Let ε > 0. By Theorem 2.1, there is a k0 such that supn≥k0
Σ

(n)
k0

< ε. Then, for all n ≥ n0 := k0 + k − 1,

σ
(n)
k = Σ

(n)
n−k+1 ≤ Σ

(n)
k0
≤ sup

n≥k0

Σ
(n)
k0

< ε.

Further characterizations of the ideal K. We proceed with two further
characterizations of the ideal K which are partially based on the results of
the preceding subsection. One aim of these characterizations is to show that
the above definition of compact sequences is in some sense the only possible
one. Indeed, suppose for a moment that we have no idea of what a compact
sequence might be and that we would like to introduce an ideal of F which
corresponds to the ideal of compact operators on a Hilbert space. The con-
crete approximation methods considered and mentioned in [6] suggest that
the constant sequence (P1) where P1 is the diagonal matrix diag(1, 0, . . . , 0)
should be considered as compact in any case. Thus, a minimal candidate
for the desired ideal of compact sequences is the smallest closed ideal of F
which contains the sequence (P1). There is also a natural largest candidate:
the ideal of all sequences (Kn) such that W (Kn) is a compact operator for
every irreducible representation W of F . The characterizations below show
that actually both candidates coincide with the ideal K defined before.

Theorem 2.3. K is the smallest closed ideal of F which contains the
constant sequence (P1).

Proof. Let, for a moment, K′ stand for the smallest closed ideal of F
which contains (P1). It is evident that K′ ⊆ K. For the reverse inclusion, we
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have to verify that every sequence (Kn) ∈ F of rank ≤ 1 matrices belongs
to K′.

Indeed, for such a sequence define

K ′n :=
{
‖K∗nKn‖−1K∗nKn if Kn 6= 0,
P1 if Kn = 0.

Every matrix K ′n is an orthogonal projection of rank one. Hence, there are
unitary matrices Un ∈ Cn×n such that

K ′n = U∗n diag(1, 0, . . . , 0)Un = U∗nP1Un.

The sequence (Un) is bounded and belongs therefore to F . Hence, (K ′n) =
(U∗n)(P1)(Un) belongs to K′, and so does (Kn) because of

(Kn) = (λn)(Kn)(K ′n) with λn =
{

1 if Kn 6= 0,
0 if Kn = 0.

Theorem 2.4. (a) If (Kn) ∈ F is a sequence of rank ≤ 1 matrices and
(H,π) is an irreducible representation of F , then π(Kn) is an operator with
rank ≤ 1.

(b) A sequence (Kn) ∈ F belongs to the ideal K if and only if π(Kn) is
compact for every irreducible representation (H,π) of F .

Proof. Assertion (a) is proved in [5] (Proposition 2 and Theorem 3). For
a proof of (b), let K′ stand for the set of all sequences (Kn) in F such that
π(Kn) is compact for every irreducible representation π of F . The inclusion
K ⊆ K′ is an immediate consequence of (a). For the proof of the reverse
inclusion, we will show that, for every sequence (Kn) ∈ F \ K, there is an
irreducible representation π of F such that π(Kn) is not compact.

Let (Kn) ∈ F be a sequence which is not in K, and let Id(Kn) be the
smallest closed ideal of F which contains the sequence (Kn). Further, let
Λ

(n)
1 ≥ . . . ≥ Λ

(n)
n ≥ 0 denote the eigenvalues of K∗nKn, and let Un be a

unitary matrix such that

U∗nK
∗
nKnUn = diag(Λ(n)

1 , . . . , Λ(n)
n ).

Since (Kn) 6∈ K, Theorem 2.1 implies that limk→∞ supn≥k Λ
(n)
k 6= 0. Thus,

as we checked in the proof of Theorem 2.1, there is a C > 0 as well as a
sequence (nk)k≥1 with nk ≥ k such that

Λ
(nk)
k ≥ C for all k.(6)

The sequence (nk) can be chosen strictly increasing. Indeed, suppose that we
have already determined n1 < . . . < nk. Choose k′ > nk and a corresponding
n′ ≥ k′ such that Λ(n′)

k′ ≥ C, which is possible due to (6). Then nk+1 := n′

satisfies nk+1 = n′ ≥ nk+1 ≥ k+1, yielding the desired strict monotonicity.
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So let (nk) be a strictly increasing sequence satisfying (6). Set

Ln := diag(1/Λ(nk)
1 , . . . , 1/Λ(nk)

k , 0, . . . , 0)

if n = nk for some k, and Ln := 0 if n 6= nk. The sequence (Ln) is bounded
because (Λ(nk)

j )−1 ≤ 1/C for j = 1, . . . , k. Hence, the sequence (Dn) with

Dn := LnU
∗
nK
∗
nKnUn =

{
0 if n 6= nk,
diag(1, . . . , 1, 0, . . . , 0) if n = nk,

with k ones and nk−k zeros belongs to the ideal Id(Kn). Then all sequences

(DnPnAPnDn) with A ∈ L(l2)(7)

lie in Id(Kn), and we consider the smallest closed C∗-subalgebra B of Id(Kn)
which contains all sequences (7). Clearly, the strong limit s-limk→∞Bnk
exists for every sequence (Bn) ∈ B and, in particular,

s-lim
k→∞

DnkPnkAPnkDnk = A

for all sequences of the form (7). The mapping

W : B → L(l2), (Bn) 7→ s-lim
k→∞

Bnk ,

is an irreducible representation of B (all compact operators lie in the range of
W ) which maps (Dn) to the identity operator on l2. From Proposition 4.1.8
of [3] we know that there exists an irreducible representation π : F → L(H),
a closed subspace H1 of H, and a bijective isometry U : H1 → l2 such that

W (Bn) = Uπ(Bn)|H1U
∗ for all (Bn) ∈ B.(8)

The operator π(Kn) cannot be compact. Indeed, suppose that it is. Then
the operators π(Rn) are compact for all sequences (Rn) ∈ Id(Kn), hence so
are the operators π(Dn). Then, by (8), W (Dn) must be compact. This is
impossible sinceW (Dn) is the identity operator on l2 as we already observed.
Thus, (Kn) 6∈ K′, yielding the inclusion K′ ⊆ K.

2.2. Fredholm sequences. Corresponding to the ideal K we introduce an
appropriate class of Fredholm sequences by calling a sequence (An) ∈ F
Fredholm if it is invertible modulo K (see [5]). The following properties of
Fredholm sequences are obvious.

• Every stable sequence is Fredholm.
• The adjoint of a Fredholm sequence is Fredholm.
• The product of Fredholm sequences is Fredholm.
• If (An) is Fredholm and (Kn) ∈ K, then (An +Kn) is Fredholm.
• The set of Fredholm sequences is open in F .

For another characterization of Fredholm sequences, let 0 ≤ σ
(n)
1 ≤ . . . ≤

σ
(n)
n denote the singular values of a sequence (An) ∈ F .
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Theorem 2.5. Each of the following conditions is equivalent to the Fred-
holmness of a sequence (An) ∈ F :

(a) There are sequences (Bn) ∈ F and (Jn) ∈ K with supn dim ImJn
<∞ such that

BnA
∗
nAn = In + Jn.(9)

(b) There is a k such that

lim inf
n→∞

σ
(n)
k+1 > 0.(10)

This theorem suggests introducing the α-number α((An)) of a Fred-
holm sequence (An) (corresponding to the kernel dimension of a Fredholm
operator) as the smallest number k for which (10) is true. Equivalently,
α((An)) is the smallest number for which there exists a sequence (Bn) ∈
F as well as a sequence (Jn) ∈ K such that BnA

∗
nAn = In + Jn and

lim supn→∞ dim ImJn = α((An)). The index of a Fredholm sequence is the
quantity

ind((An)) := α((An))− α((A∗n)).

Observe that, in the case at hand, this index is always zero. This is a conse-
quence of the fact that the entries of the sequences under consideration are
finite-dimensional operators and, hence, the matrices A∗nAn and AnA∗n have
the same eigenvalues even with respect to their multiplicity. So the most
interesting quantity associated with a Fredholm sequence of matrices seems
to be its α-number. On the other hand, the vanishing of the index of (An)
has remarkable consequences as has been pointed out in [5].

Let us still emphasize that, in general, the singular values of a compact
or a Fredholm sequence do not exhibit the behaviour one would expect from
the knowledge about the behaviour of the singular values of a compact or a
Fredholm operator. Indeed, if K is a compact operator on a Hilbert space,
then there are at most countably many singular values, and all non-zero
singular values are isolated points. Similarly, if A is a Fredholm operator on
a Hilbert space, then its range is closed and A is Moore–Penrose invertible.
The latter property is satisfied if and only if either A∗A is invertible or if 0 is
an isolated point in the spectrum of A∗A. Thus, one might expect that the
non-zero singular values of the coset (Kn)+G of a compact sequence (Kn) or
the singular value 0 of the coset (An)+G of a non-stable Fredholm sequence
(An) are isolated. But this is not true as the following simple example shows.

Example. Let (an) be an enumeration of the rational numbers in [0, 1],
and set

Kn := anPnP1Pn = diag(an, 0, . . . , 0),

An := Kn + Pn(I − P1)Pn = diag(an, 1, . . . , 1).
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The sequence (Kn) consists of rank ≤ 1 matrices; hence (Kn) is a compact
and (An) is a Fredholm sequence. But both the largest singular values of the
matrices Kn and the smallest singular values of the matrices An lie dense
in [0, 1]. Thus, the spectrum of both cosets (K∗nKn) + G and (A∗nAn) + G is
[0, 1].

We will see in the following sections that compact and Fredholm se-
quences in fractal subalgebras show a behaviour of the singular values which
is in perfect accordance with the behaviour of the singular values of compact
and Fredholm operators.

3. Compact sequences in fractal algebras. In this section, we con-
sider compact sequences (Kn) in fractal algebras. In particular, the an-
nounced behaviour of the singular values of the matrices Kn will be es-
tablished. We start by recalling the definition of a fractal algebra and of
some properties of fractal algebras from [7, 5].

Given a strongly increasing sequence η : N→ N, let Fη be the C∗-algebra
of all bounded sequences (An) with An ∈ Cη(n)×η(n), and write Gη for the
ideal of all sequences (An) ∈ Fη which tend to zero in norm. Further, let
Rη stand for the restriction mapping Rη : F → Fη, (an) 7→ (aη(n)). This
mapping is a ∗-homomorphism from F onto Fη which moreover maps G onto
Gη. Further, given a C∗-subalgebra A of F , let Aη denote the image of A
under Rη which is a C∗-algebra again.

Definition 3.1. Let A be a C∗-subalgebra of the algebra F .

(a) A ∗-homomorphism W : A → B of A into a C∗-algebra B is fractal
if, for every strongly increasing sequence η, there is a ∗-homomorphism
Wη : Aη → B such that W = WηRη.

(b) The algebra A is fractal if the canonical homomorphism π : A →
A/(A ∩ G), (An) 7→ (An) + (A ∩ G), is fractal.

(c) A sequence (An) ∈ F is fractal if the smallest C∗-subalgebra of F
which contains (An) is fractal.

Thus, given a subsequence (Aη(n)) of a sequence (An) which belongs to
a fractal algebra A, it is possible to reconstruct the original sequence (An)
from this subsequence modulo sequences in A∩ G. This assumption is very
natural for sequences arising from discretization procedures, and it is indeed
satisfied for a lot of concrete approximation sequences; see e.g. [6]. On the
other hand, the algebra F of all bounded sequences fails to be fractal.

Here are a few properties of fractal sequences proved in [5].

Theorem 3.2. A C∗-subalgebra A of F is fractal if and only if , for
every (An) ∈ A and every strongly increasing sequence η,

Rη(An) ∈ Gη ⇒ (An) ∈ A ∩ G.
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Theorem 3.3. A sequence (An) ∈ F of self-adjoint matrices is fractal
if and only if lim inf σ(An) = lim supσ(An) where σ(An) stands for the
spectrum of An.

If the limes superior lim supMn and the limes inferior lim infMn of a
sequence (Mn) of compact subsets of the complex plane coincide, then the
sequence (Mn) converges with respect to the Hausdorff distance, and we
write limMn for the limit in the Hausdorff sense.

Proposition 3.4. If (An) ∈ F is a fractal sequence, then lim ‖An‖
exists and it is equal to the norm of the coset (An) + G in the quotient
algebra F/G.

3.1. Singular values of fractal compact sequences. Let (Kn) ∈ F be a
fractal sequence (not necessarily compact for the moment), and let Σ(n)

1 ≥
. . . ≥ Σ(n)

n ≥ 0 denote the singular values of Kn. Further we write σ2(A) for
the set of singular values of an operator A.

Lemma 3.5. The sequence (Σ(n)
1 ) of the largest singular values of Kn

converges.

Proof. The assertion is an immediate consequence of Proposition 3.4
and of the identity Σ

(n)
1 = ‖Kn‖. Another short proof based on Theorem

3.3 runs as follows. Assume that (Σ(n)
1 ) has two limiting points, say α and

β with α > β. Then β is the limit of a subsequence (Σ(nr)
1 )r≥1. The point

α cannot belong to lim supr→∞ σ2(Knr) (the Σ(nr)
1 are the largest singular

values of Knr , and they converge to β which is less than α). Hence,

α ∈ lim supσ2(Kn) \ lim inf σ2(Kn),

in contradiction to Theorem 3.3.

Observe that the sequence (Σ(n)
2 ) need not converge even if (Kn) is a

fractal sequence, as shown by the example

Kn :=
{

diag(1, 0, 0, . . . , 0) if n is even,
diag(1, 1, 0, . . . , 0) if n is odd.

But, as in the second proof of Lemma 3.5, one can easily verify that (Σ(n)
2 )

can have at most two limiting points, at most one of which can be different
from limΣ

(n)
1 . More generally, the following is true, where we write Πk for

the set of all partial limits of the sequence (Σ(n)
k )n≥k.

Proposition 3.6. If (Kn) ∈ F is fractal , then Πk+1 \ Πk contains at
most one element.



Algebras of approximation sequences 63

Proof. We start by showing the identity

Π1 ∪ . . . ∪Πk = lim sup
n→∞

{Σ(n)
1 , . . . , Σ

(n)
k } for every k.(11)

The inclusion ⊆ is evident. Conversely, if λ ∈ lim supn→∞{Σ(n)
1 , . . . , Σ

(n)
k },

then there are a subsequence (nr) of N and numbers kr in {1, . . . , k} such
that

λ = lim
r→∞

Σ
(nr)
kr

.

Since the kr can take only finitely many values, there is a k0 between 1 and
k such that

λ = lim
r→∞

Σ
(nr)
k0

.

Hence, λ ∈ Πk0 , which shows (11).
Now we proceed as in the second proof of Lemma 3.5. Assume that the

sequence (Σ(n)
k+1)n has two limiting points α and β with α > β, both not

belonging to Πk. Choose a subsequence (Σ(nr)
k+1 )r≥1 which converges to β as

r →∞. Then α cannot belong to lim supr→∞ σ2(Knr). Indeed, since α 6∈ Πk

by assumption, α cannot belong to

Π1 ∪ . . . ∪Πk = lim sup
n→∞

{Σ(n)
1 , . . . , Σ

(n)
k }

due to monotony reasons. But the (k+1) th singular values of Knr converge
to β < α. Hence,

α ∈ lim supσ2(Kn) \ lim inf σ2(Kn),

in contradiction to Theorem 3.3.

Corollary 3.7. If (Kn) ∈ F is fractal , then lim supn→∞{Σ(n)
1 , . . .

. . . , Σ
(n)
k } contains at most k elements.

Now we can show that, with respect to the singular values, fractal com-
pact sequences behave as compact operators on Hilbert space.

Corollary 3.8. Let (Kn) ∈ K be a fractal sequence and ε > 0. Then
there are only finitely many points in limσ2(Kn) with absolute value larger
than ε.

Proof. By Theorem 2.1, limk→∞ supn≥kΣ
(n)
k = 0. Thus, there is a k0

such that supn≥k0
Σ

(n)
k0
≤ ε, whence

lim sup
n→∞

{Σ(n)
k0
, . . . , Σ(n)

n } ⊆ [0, ε].

Since

lim
n→∞

σ2(Kn) = lim sup
n→∞

{Σ(n)
1 , . . . , Σ

(n)
k0−1} ∪ lim sup

n→∞
{Σ(n)

k0
, . . . , Σ(n)

n },
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it is obvious that the points in limσ2(Kn) with absolute value larger than ε
lie in

lim sup
n→∞

{Σ(n)
1 , . . . , Σ

(n)
k0−1}.

This set is finite by Corollary 3.7.

Corollary 3.9. Let (Kn) ∈ K be fractal. Then 0 ∈ limσ2(Kn), the set
limσ2(Kn) is at most countable, and 0 is its only limiting point.

3.2. The ideal (A ∩ K)/G. Throughout what follows let A be a unital
fractal C∗-subalgebra of F which contains the ideal G. We will now apply
the results of the preceding section to analyse the ideal A ∩ K of compact
sequences in A.

Generators of (A∩K)/G. Our first goal is to show that the ideal A∩K
is generated by its projections. Later on we will see that it is even generated
by its minimal projections.

Theorem 3.10. The ideal A∩K is generated (as a C∗-algebra or as an
ideal of A) by its projections, i.e. by the sequences (Qn) ∈ A∩K where each
matrix Qn is a self-adjoint idempotent.

Proof. Every sequence in A ∩ K is a linear combination of four non-
negative sequences in A∩K, and every non-negative sequence in A∩K is of
the form (K∗nKn) with a sequence (Kn) ∈ A ∩ K. The assertion will follow
once we show that, for every sequence (Kn) ∈ A∩K, the sequence (K∗nKn)
can be approximated in the norm of F by linear combinations of projections
in A ∩K.

By Corollary 3.9, there are (finitely or countably many) numbers λ1 >
λ2 > . . . > 0 such that

σF((K∗nKn)) = {λ1, λ2, . . .} ∪ {0} =: Λ.

The smallest C∗-subalgebra K′ of F which contains the sequences (K∗nKn)
and (In) is ∗-isometric to C(Λ), and the Gelfand transform maps (K∗nKn) to
the identity mapping on Λ. For every λk, let Pk be the sequence inK′ = C(Λ)
whose Gelfand transform is 1 at λk and 0 on Λ \ {λk} (this function is
obviously continuous on Λ). Each Pk is a projection in K′ ⊆ A ∩K, and

∥∥∥(K∗nKn)−
r∑

i=1

λiPi
∥∥∥
F

=
{
λk+1 if Λ has at least k + 2 elements,
0 if Λ has at most k + 1 elements.

Since λk → 0 as k →∞, this implies the assertion.

Due to Theorem 3.3, one of the following possibilities is satisfied for every
fractal sequence (Qn) of projections: either σ(Qn) = {1}, or σ(Qn) = {0},
or σ(Qn) = {0, 1}, for all sufficiently large n. In the first case we have
Qn = In for all sufficiently large n, and the sequence (Qn) cannot belong
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to K (Corollary 2.2). In the second case, Qn = 0 for all large n, and the
sequence (Qn) lies in G.

We call a sequence (Qn) ∈ F of projections essential if 1 ∈ σ(Qn) for
all n.

Proposition 3.11. The ideal A ∩ K is generated (as an ideal in A) by
its essential projections.

Proof. For a moment, let K′ stand for the smallest closed ideal of A
which contains all essential projections from A∩K. Evidently, K′ ⊆ A∩K.
For the reverse inclusion, we have to show that K′ contains all projections
in A ∩K (Theorem 3.10). For this goal, we first check that

G ⊆ K′.(12)

Let r ∈ N and (Qn) ∈ A ∩ K be an essential sequence of projections. The
sequence (0, . . . , 0, Ir, 0, . . .) with Ir standing at the rth place lies inA; hence,
the sequence (0, . . . , 0, Qr, 0, . . .) belongs to K′. Since Qr 6= 0, the smallest
closed ideal of Cr×r which contains Qr is equal to Cr×r, which shows that
K′ contains all sequences (0, . . . , 0, Gr, 0, . . .) with Gr ∈ Cr×r. Consequently,
all sequences (G1, G2, . . . , Gk, 0, 0, . . .) belong to K′. Since G is the closure
of the set of all sequences of this kind, (12) holds.

Let now (Rn) ∈ A∩K be a projection. By the above classification, either
σ(Rn) = {0} or σ(Rn) = {0, 1}, for all sufficiently large n. In the first case,
(Rn) ∈ G, whence (Rn) ∈ K′ due to (12). In the second case, at most finitely
many of the matrices Rn are zero. We replace them by In and get a new
sequence (R′n). This sequence is an essential projection and, hence, is in K′
by definition, and the difference (R′n)− (Rn) is in G by construction and in
K′ due to (12).

Later, we will need the following simple consequence of the preceding
proposition.

Corollary 3.12. If q ∈ (A∩K)/G is a non-zero projection, then there
is an essential projection (Qn) ∈ A ∩ K such that (Qn) + G = q.

We also say that q can be lifted to an essential projection. For the proof
note that every projection q ∈ F/G can be lifted to a projection (Rn) ∈ F
(see, e.g., [7]). Since q 6= 0 and q ∈ K/G, we have (Rn) 6∈ G and (Rn) 6∈
(Pn) + G. Thus, σ(Rn) = {0, 1} for all sufficiently large n, and (Rn) can be
made an essential projection by adding a sequence in G as in the proof of
Proposition 3.11.

An order relation for projections. In what follows we will have to com-
pare projections in (A ∩ K)/G. The needed definitions will be given in a
more general context.
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Let B be a C∗-algebra, and let q, r be projections (i.e. self-adjoint idem-
potents) in B. We say that r � q if rqr = r. If r � q and r 6= q, then we
write r ≺ q. Obviously, 0 � q, and if B has an identity element e, then q � e
for every projection q.

If rqr = r for projections q, r, then (i(qr−rq))3 = 0 as one easily verifies.
Since i(qr−rq) is self-adjoint, this observation implies that qr = rq whenever
rqr = r. With this commutativity, it is trivial to check that the relation �
is reflexive, symmetric and transitive, i.e. an order relation.

Lemma 3.13. Let q, r be projections in a C∗-algebra B such that r � q.
Then q − r is also a projection, and q − r � q.

Proof. We have already remarked that r � q implies rqr = rq = qr = r.
Hence,

(q − r)2 = q2 − qr − rq + r2 = q − r
and

(q − r)q(q − r) = q3 − q2r − rq2 + rqr = q − qr − rq + r = q − r.
The first identity shows that q−r is a projection, the second that q−r � q.

We call a projection p ∈ B minimal if, for every projection q ∈ B with
q � p, q = 0 or q = p. Clearly, 0 is a minimal projection, the trivial minimal
projection. The quotient l∞/c0 is an example of a C∗-algebra without non-
trivial minimal projections. Further, an element r ∈ B is said to be of rank
one if, for every b ∈ B, there is a β ∈ C such that rbr = βr.

Proposition 3.14. Let B be a C∗-algebra. Then every projection of
rank one is minimal.

Proof. Let p ∈ B be a projection of rank one. If p = 0, then there is
nothing to prove. So let p 6= 0, and let q ∈ B be a projection with q � p,
i.e. qpq = q. Since p is of rank one, there is a µ ∈ C such that pqp = µp. So
one has

q = q2 = (qpq)2 = q(pqp)q = µqpq = µq,

whence q = 0 or µ = 1. If µ = 1, then pqp = p, i.e. p � q. Due to the
symmetry of �, this implies p = q. Thus, in any case, q = 0 or q = p, i.e. p
is minimal.

The converse of Proposition 3.14 is not true. If, for instance, B =
C([0, 1] ∪ [2, 3]), then the function which is 1 on [0, 1] and 0 on [2, 3] is a
minimal projection in B which is not of rank one. We will see now that for
the algebras we shall be concerned with, the classes of minimal projections
and of rank one projections coincide.

Theorem 3.15. Let A be a unital fractal C∗-subalgebra of F which con-
tains the ideal G. Then every minimal projection in (A∩K)/G is a rank one
projection in A/G.
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Proof. Let q be a minimal projection in (A ∩ K)/G. If q = 0, then q is
of rank one. So let q 6= 0 and a ∈ A/G. We have to show that there is an
α ∈ C such that qaq = αq. Since a can be written as a linear combination of
four non-negative elements, it is sufficient to verify that, for every b ∈ A/G,
there is a β ∈ C such that

qb∗bq = βq.(13)

Let C stand for the smallest C∗-subalgebra of A/G which contains the ele-
ments q and qb∗bq. This algebra is commutative, has q as its identity element,
and its maximal ideal space is homeomorphic to σC(qb∗bq).

Choose sequences (Qn) ∈ A ∩ K and (Bn) ∈ A with (Qn) + G = q and
(Bn) + G = b. From Corollary 3.9 we infer that

σA((QnB∗nBnQn)n≥1) = {0} ∪ {λ1, λ2, . . .} =: Λ

with numbers λ1 > λ2 > . . . > 0 having 0 as their only possible accumulation
point. Hence, σA/G(qb∗bq) ⊆ Λ. We claim that

σC(qb∗bq) ⊆ σA/G(qb∗bq),(14)

which clearly implies that

σC(qb∗bq) ⊆ Λ.(15)

To prove (14), let λ ∈ C\σA/G(qb∗bq). Then there is a c in A/G such that
(qb∗bq−λe)c = e. Multiplying this identity by q we get (qb∗bq−λq)qcq = q,
i.e. qb∗bq − λq is invertible in the C∗-algebra q(A/G)q with identity q. But
then, by the inverse closedness of C∗-algebras, qb∗bq−λq is also invertible in
the C∗-subalgebra C of q(A/G)q. Hence, λ ∈ C\σC(qb∗bq), which yields (14).

Now assume that σC(qb∗bq) contains at least two points. Then at least
one of them, say λ0, is not 0. We consider the element p ∈ C whose Gelfand
transform satisfies

p(λ0) = 1, p(λ) = 0 for all λ ∈ σC(qb∗bq) \ {λ0}
(this function is continuous on σC(qb∗bq) due to (15) and the choice of λ0).
The element p is a projection in C ⊆ (A∩K)/G, and p � q since q(λ) = 1 for
all λ ∈ σC(qb∗bq). But, evidently, p is neither 0 (since p(λ0) = 1) nor q (since
σC(qb∗bq) contains at least two points by assumption). This contradicts the
minimality of q. Hence, the maximal ideal space σC(qb∗bq) of C consists of
exactly one point. But then every element of C is a multiple of the identity
element whence there exists a β ∈ C such that (13) holds.

It is also clear that β ≥ 0: Since σA/G(q) = {0, 1}, one has σA/G(βq) =
{0, β} and, consequently,

σA/G(qb∗bq) = {0, β}.
Because qb∗bq ≥ 0, this implies β ≥ 0.
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Minimal generators. The next goal is to show that the ideal (A∩K)/G
not only contains minimal projections, but is even generated by its minimal
projections. We start by considering the consequences of the relation r � q
between two projections q, r ∈ (A ∩ K)/G for the representatives of these
cosets.

Theorem 3.16. Let A be as in the preceding theorem, and let q, r ∈
(A ∩ K)/G be projections with r � q. Let further q = (Qn) + G and r =
(Rn) + G with projections (Qn), (Rn) ∈ A ∩ K (these projections exist and
can be chosen as essential projections due to Corollary 3.12). If r 6= q, then

dim ImRn < dim ImQn

for all n ∈ N with at most finitely many exceptions.

In the proof, we will make use of the following simple observation: Let
P be an orthogonal projection on a Hilbert space H, and let A ∈ L(H) be
an operator such that ‖P − A‖ < 1. Then ‖P − PAP‖ = ‖P (P − A)P‖ ≤
‖P − A‖ < 1. Hence, by Neumann series, the operator

PAP = P − (P − PAP ) : ImP → ImP

is invertible, whence

dim ImPAP = dim ImP.(16)

Proof of Theorem 3.16. Since rqr = r, one has r = rq = qr = rqr.
Consequently,

‖Rn −QnRnQn‖ → 0,(17)

‖Rn −RnQn‖ → 0 and ‖Rn −QnRn‖ → 0 as n→∞.(18)

Due to (17),

‖Rn −QnRnQn‖ < 1 for all sufficiently large n.

Thus, by (16),

dim ImRn = dim ImRnQnRn ≤ dim ImQn

for all sufficiently large n. Suppose that dim ImRn = dim ImQn for all n in
an infinite subset η of N. Then, for every n ∈ η, there is a unitary matrix
Un : Cn → Cn such that Rn = UnQnU

∗
n. (Indeed, choose orthonormal bases

{e1, . . . , ek} and {f1, . . . , fk} of ImQn and ImRn, complete these bases to
orthonormal bases {e1, . . . , en} and {f1, . . . , fn} of Cn, and set Uner := fr
for 1 ≤ r ≤ n.) Thus, for every n ∈ η,

‖Rn −RnQn‖ = ‖UnQnU∗n − UnQnU∗nQn‖ = ‖Qn −QnU∗nQnUn‖
= ‖Qn −QnRn‖.

Together with the first assertion of (18), this shows that (Qn − QnRn)n∈η
∈ Gη and, together with the second assertion of (18), we even deduce that
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(Rn − Qn)n∈η ∈ Gη. Via Theorem 3.2, the fractality of A implies that
(Rn −Qn)n∈N ∈ G, i.e. q = r contrary to the hypotheses.

Corollary 3.17. Let A be as in the preceding theorem. Then every
chain q0 � q1 � q2 � . . . of projections qi ∈ (A ∩K)/G is finite.

Proof. Let (Qn) ∈ A∩K be a projection such that (Qn)+G = q0. By the
definition of K, there is a sequence (Kn) ∈ F with l := supn dim ImRn <∞
such that ‖Qn −Rn‖ < 1 for all n. Then, by (16),

dim ImQn = dim ImQnRnQn ≤ dim ImRn ≤ l
for all n. In particular, l0 := supn dim ImQn < ∞. For j ≥ 1, let (Q(j)

n ) ∈
A ∩ K be a projection such that (Q(j)

n ) + G = qj . Repeated application of
Theorem 3.16 shows that

dim ImQ(1)
n ≤ l0 − 1 for almost all n,

dim ImQ(2)
n ≤ l0 − 2 for almost all n, . . .

where for almost all n means for all n with finitely many exceptions. Thus,
after at most l0 steps, dim ImQ

(1)
n = 0 for almost all n, i.e. ql0 = 0.

Corollary 3.18. For every non-trivial projection q ∈ (A∩K)/G, there
is a non-trivial minimal projection r ∈ (A ∩K)/G such that r � q.

Proof. If q is not minimal, then there is a projection q1 ∈ (A∩K)/G with
q1 ≺ q. If also q1 is not minimal, then there is a projection q2 ∈ (A ∩ K)/G
such that q2 ≺ q1, etc. By Corollary 3.17, the chain q � q1 � q2 � . . . has a
smallest non-trivial entry which is a minimal projection.

Corollary 3.19. Every projection q ∈ (A ∩ K)/G is a finite sum of
minimal projections in (A ∩K)/G.

Proof. If q = 0 then q is minimal. So let q ∈ (A∩K)/G be a non-trivial
projection. If q is minimal, then again there is nothing to prove. If q is
not minimal, then there exists a non-trivial minimal projection p1 ≺ q by
Corollary 3.18. The element q− p1 is a projection by Lemma 3.13. If q− p1
is minimal, then q = p1 + (q− p1) is a sum of two minimal projections, and
we are done. If q − p1 is not minimal, then (again by Corollary 3.18) there
is a non-trivial minimal projection p2 ≺ q − p1. If q − p1 − p2 is minimal,
then q = p1 + p2 + (q − p1 − p2) is a sum of three minimal projections.
Otherwise, we proceed in this manner to find a non-trivial projection p3
such that p3 ≺ q − p1 − p2. Since the chain

q � q − p1 � q − p1 − p2 � . . .
is finite by Corollary 3.17, this process terminates, i.e. there is a non-trivial
minimal projection q−p1− . . .−pr. Then q = p1 + . . .+pr+(q−p1− . . .−pr)
is the sum of r + 1 non-trivial minimal projections.
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Combining this result with Theorem 3.10 we get:

Theorem 3.20. Let A be a unital fractal C∗-subalgebra of F which con-
tains the ideal G. Then the ideal (A∩K)/G is (as an ideal of A/G) generated
by its non-trivial minimal projections.

Equivalently, (A ∩ K)/G is (as an ideal of A/G) generated by its non-
trivial projections of rank one (Proposition 3.14 and Theorem 3.15).

Structure of (A ∩ K)/G. To get a complete description of the structure
of the ideal (A ∩K)/G in case A is a fractal algebra, we need the following
result proved in [5], Theorem 4.

Theorem 3.21. Let B be a unital C∗-algebra and k a non-zero rank one
element of B. Further let Id(k) denote the smallest closed ideal of B which
contains k. Then there exists an irreducible representation (H,π) of B such
that

π(Id(k)) = K(H) and Ker(π|Id(k)) = {0}.
Consequently, if k1 and k2 are non-trivial rank one elements in a C∗-

algebra B, then

either Id(k1) = Id(k2) or Id(k1) ∩ Id(k2) = {0}.(19)

This alternative suggests introducing an equivalence relation ∼ in the set of
all non-trivial rank one elements in (A ∩ K)/G as follows:

k1 ∼ k2 if Id(k1) = Id(k2).

Let T be the set of equivalence classes of this relation and, for each t ∈ T ,
let It stand for the smallest closed ideal of A/G which is generated by a
non-trivial rank one element k ∈ t.

Theorem 3.22. Let A be a unital fractal C∗-subalgebra of F which con-
tains the ideal G.

(a) Each ideal It is ∗-isometric to the ideal K(Ht) of all compact opera-
tors on a Hilbert space Ht.

(b) If t1, . . . , tm ∈ T and ti 6= tj for i 6= j, then (It1 + . . .+ Itm−1) ∩ Itm
= {0}.

(c) (A ∩ K)/G is the smallest closed ideal of A/G which contains every
ideal It.

(d) There is a bijection between T and the spectrum of (A ∩K)/G.

Proof. Assertion (a) follows from Theorem 3.21, assertion (b) is proved
in [5], and (c) is a consequence of (a) and of Theorem 3.20.

Now let (H,W ) be an irreducible representation of (A ∩ K)/G. Then
there exists a non-trivial minimal projection p ∈ (A ∩ K)/G such that W
does not vanish on Id(p) (otherwise W would be the zero representation due
to (c)). Hence, W |Id(p) is an irreducible representation of Id(p). Suppose
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that W (q) 6= 0 for another non-trivial minimal projection q 6∼ p. Then
Id(p) ∩ Id(q) = {0}, i.e. qk = kq = 0 for all k ∈ Id(p). Consequently,

W (k)W (q) = W (kq) = 0 = W (qk) = W (q)W (k),

i.e. ImW (q) is an invariant subspace for W (Id(p)). Since W |Id(p) is an ir-
reducible representation, this implies that either ImW (q) = {0} (which
contradicts our assumption W (q) 6= 0) or ImW (q) = H. The lat-
ter is impossible if dimH ≥ 2, since W (q) is an operator of rank one (cf.
[5], Theorem 3). It remains to consider the case when ImW (q) = H and
dimH = 1. Then, necessarily, W (p) = 1 and W (q) = 1, hence W (pq) = 1
in contradiction to pq = 0.

Thus, for every irreducible representation (H,W ) of (A∩K)/G, there is
exactly one t ∈ T such that W |It 6= 0. Conversely, since It ∼= K(H) by (a), it
is evident that each ideal It determines (up to unitary equivalence) exactly
one irreducible representation (H,W ) of (A ∩ K)/G with W |It 6= 0.

We mention one more consequence of the preceding theorem. Its proof
is in [5], Theorems 5 and 6. For t ∈ T , we let Wt denote the (essentially
unique) irreducible representation from It to the ideal K(Ht); its existence
is guaranteed by assertion (a) of the preceding theorem. The extensions of
Wt onto the algebras A/G and A will again be denoted by Wt for simplicity.

Theorem 3.23 (Lifting theorem). Let A and T be as before.

(a) An element a ∈ A/G is invertible in A/G if and only if the operators
Wt(a) are invertible in L(Ht) for every t ∈ T and if the coset a+ (A∩K)/G
is invertible in the quotient algebra (A/G)/((A ∩K)/G).

(b) Let a ∈ A/G be invertible modulo (A ∩ K)/G. Then all operators
Wt(a) are Fredholm, and there are only finitely many t ∈ T for which Wt(a)
is not invertible.

4. Fredholm theory in fractal algebras. Again let A be a unital
fractalC∗-subalgebra of F which contains the ideal G. The aim of this section
is to specify the general Fredholm theory to the case of fractal algebras and
to derive a formula for the α-number of a fractal Fredholm sequence. Our
starting point is the following result on the lifting of minimal projections.

Let p ∈ (A ∩ K)/G be a non-trivial minimal projection. Then there is
an essential projection (Πn) ∈ A∩K which lifts p (Corollary 3.12). We will
see now that the behaviour of the sequence (dim ImΠn) for large n depends
only on the coset of p with respect to the equivalence relation ∼.

Theorem 4.1. Up to a sequence of integers which tends to zero, the
sequence (dim ImΠn)n≥1 is uniquely defined by the coset of p with respect
to the equivalence relation ∼.

We prepare the proof by two simple lemmata.
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Lemma 4.2. Let B be a C∗-algebra, and let p, q be rank one projections
in B with q ∈ Id(p). Then there is a c ∈ Id(p) such that q = c∗pc.

Proof. By Theorem 3.21, there is a ∗-isomorphism W from Id(p) onto
K(H) for some Hilbert space H, and W (p) is a non-zero projection of rank
one on H (see [5], Theorem 3). Thus, there is a y ∈ H with ‖y‖ = 1 such
that

W (p)x = 〈x, y〉y for all x ∈ H.
Analogously (recall that Id(p) = Id(q) by (19)), there is a z ∈ H with
‖z‖ = 1 such that

W (q)x = 〈x, z〉z for all x ∈ H.
Define C ∈ K(H) by

Cx := 〈x, z〉y for x ∈ H.
Then C∗x = 〈x, y〉z and C∗W (p)Cx = W (q)x for all x ∈ H, as one easily
checks. Since W is a bijection, there is exactly one c ∈ Id(p) with W (c) = C,
and this element c satisfies q = c∗pc.

Lemma 4.3. Let P and Q be orthogonal projections on a Hilbert space
H and let A,B ∈ L(H) be operators such that ‖Q− APB‖ < 1. Then

dim ImQ ≤ dim ImP.

Proof. By (16), dim ImQ = dim ImQAPBQ, whence the assertion.

Proof of Theorem 4.1. What we have to show is: If p ∼ q ∈ (A ∩ K)/G
are non-trivial minimal projections with liftings (Πp

n) and (Πq
n), respectively,

then
dim ImΠp

n = dim ImΠq
n for all sufficiently large n.

First let (Π1
n) and (Π2

n) be liftings of one and the same minimal projection
p. Then Π1

n = Π2
n + Gn with a sequence (Gn) ∈ G. From (16) we conclude

that dim ImΠ1
n = dim ImΠ2

n for all n with ‖Gn‖ < 1.
Let now (Πp

n) and (Πq
n) be liftings of p 6= q. By Lemma 4.2, there is a

c ∈ Id(p) = Id(q) such that q = c∗pc. Let (Cn) ∈ A ∩ K be a lifting of c.
Then, clearly,

Πq
n = C∗nΠ

p
nCn +Gn

with a sequence (Gn) ∈ G. For n sufficiently large, ‖Gn‖ < 1, and for these n
we conclude from the preceding lemma that dim ImΠq

n ≤ dim ImΠp
n. Now

change the roles of p and q to get the reverse inequality.

Thus, with every t ∈ T = Spec (A ∩ K)/G, we can associate a sequence
(αtn)n≥1 by choosing a non-trivial minimal projection p ∈ It with lifting
(Πp

n) and by setting αtn := dim ImΠp
n. Recall that this sequence is uniquely

determined up to a sequence tending to zero.
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Let now A := (An) ∈ A be a Fredholm sequence, that is, (An) is invert-
ible modulo K. Then the sequence A is also invertible modulo A ∩ K, and
from Theorem 3.23(b) we conclude that the operators Wt(A) are Fredholm
for every t ∈ T and that only a finite number of them are not invertible.
Thus, the following sums are actually finite:

αn(A) :=
∑

t∈T
αtn dim KerWt(A).(20)

Evidently, (20) determines the sequence (αn(A)) only up to a sequence
tending to zero. The main result of the present paper is the following.

Theorem 4.4. Let A be a unital fractal C∗-subalgebra of F which con-
tains the ideal G. If A = (An) is a Fredholm sequence in A, then

lim
n→∞

σ
(n)
αn(A) = 0, lim inf

n→∞
σ

(n)
αn(A)+1 > 0(21)

where 0 ≤ σ(n)
1 ≤ . . . ≤ σ(n)

n are the singular values of An.

Let us add a few comments on this result before its proof starts.

• For every Fredholm sequence A = (An) ∈ A, the number

α(A) := lim sup
n→∞

αn(A)(22)

is finite. Since (αn(A)) is a sequence of non-negative integers, it has an
infinite constant subsequence with entries equal to α(A). This shows that

lim inf
n→∞

σ
(n)
α(A) = 0, lim inf

n→∞
σ

(n)
α(A)+1 > 0,(23)

i.e. the number α(A) defined by (22) is exactly the α-number of the Fred-
holm sequence A as defined in Section 2. In that sense, one can consider
(21) as an essential refinement of (10).

• The appearance of the limit in (21) shows that the singular values of a
fractal Fredholm sequence (An) have the splitting property, i.e. the singular
values of An are contained in [0, εn] ∪ [δ,∞) where εn → 0 as n → ∞
and where δ > 0. Thus, the coset (An) + G is Moore–Penrose invertible in
F/G, which is in perfect accordance with the Moore–Penrose invertibility
(or, equivalently, with the closedness of the range) of a Fredholm operator
on a Hilbert space.

• Observe that the number of the singular values of An which lie in
[0, εn] can depend on n (it is just given by the number αn(A) in (21)). It is
not hard to construct fractal algebras with arbitrarily prescribed sequences
(αtn). Consider, for example, for every c ∈ C and every K ∈ K(l2), the
sequence (An) with

An :=
{
cPn + PnKPn if n is even,
cPn + PnKPn +RnKRn if n is odd,

(24)
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where Pn, Rn : l2 → l2 are the operators mapping (x1, x2, . . .) to

(x1, . . . , xn, 0, 0, . . .) and (xn, . . . , x1, 0, 0, . . .),

respectively. The smallest closed subalgebra A of F which contains all of
these sequences is unital and symmetric, and it contains the ideal G. Further,
the mapping

W : A → L(l2), (An) 7→ s-limAnPn,

is a representation ofA which maps the sequence (24) to the operator cI+K.
In particular, W is an irreducible representation of A. It is also easy to see
that the invertibility of cI + K implies the stability of the sequence (24).
Since every sequence in A is a sum of a sequence of the form (24) and a
sequence in G, we conclude that a sequence (An) ∈ A is stable if and only
if W (An) is invertible. This shows that A is a fractal algebra and that the
quotient algebra A/G is ∗-isometric to the algebra CI +K(l2).

Let (Πn) be the sequence of the form (24) where c = 0 and K = P1.
Then p := (Πn) + G is a non-trivial minimal projection in (A ∩ K)/G, and
one has

dim ImΠn :=
{

1 if n is even,
2 if n is odd.

• In [7, 8], we exclusively considered algebras A of approximation se-
quences having the property that every non-trivial minimal projection in
(A ∩ K)/G lifts to a sequence of projections of rank one. Similarly, in [5],
we studied the Fredholm theory for sequences in fractal algebras under the
additional hypothesis that the ideal A∩K is generated by sequences of pro-
jections of rank one. Thus, in both cases, the numbers αtn are independent of
n and can be chosen to be 1 for all n. Under these assumptions, the formula
(20) reduces to

α(A) :=
∑

t∈T
dim KerWt(A),

occurring in [7, 5].

The remainder of this section is devoted to the proof of Theorem 4.4.
Once we derive the following proposition, the main steps in the proof of
Theorem 4.4 will be as in [5].

Proposition 4.5. Let q, r ∈ F/G be projections with qr = rq = 0, and
let (Rn) ∈ F be a lifting of r (i.e. all matrices Rn are orthogonal projections,
and (Rn) + G = r). Then there exists a projection (Qn) which lifts q such
that

RnQn = QnRn = 0 for all sufficiently large n.(25)

Proof. Let (Q′n) be a lifting of q (which exists by Corollary 3.12) and
consider the matrices Sn := (In − Rn)Q′n(In − Rn). The coset modulo G of



Algebras of approximation sequences 75

the sequence (Sn) is

(e− r)q(e− r) = q − rq − qr + rqr = q.(26)

Hence ((e − r)q(e − r))2 = (e − r)q(e − r), i.e. ‖Sn − S2
n‖ → 0. Choose n0

such that ‖Sn − S2
n‖ < 1/4 for all n ≥ n0. Then, by Proposition 3 of [7],

for all n ≥ n0 there is a Gn which belongs to the C∗-algebra generated by
In −Rn and Sn such that Sn +Gn is a projection and

‖Gn‖ ≤ 2‖Sn − S2
n‖.

Define Qn := Q′n if n < n0 and Qn := Sn +Gn if n ≥ n0. Then, for n ≥ n0,

‖Qn −Q′n‖ = ‖Sn −Q′n +Gn‖
≤ ‖(In −Rn)Q′n(In −Rn)−Q′n‖+ ‖Gn‖ → 0

because of (26). Hence, (Qn) is also a lifting of q, and this lifting satisfies
(25):

RnQn = Rn(In −Rn)Q′n(In −Rn) +RnGn = 0

(recall that RnGn = 0 since Gn ∈ alg(In −Rn, Sn)).

Let now (An) ∈ A be a Fredholm sequence, i.e. (An) is invertible mod-
ulo the ideal A ∩ K. Then, by Theorem 3.23, the operators Wt((An)) are
Fredholm for every t ∈ T and only finitely many of them are not invertible.
Let PKerWt((An)) denote the orthogonal projection from Ht onto the kernel
of Wt((An)) (only a finite number of these projections is not zero). Decom-
pose each of these projections into a sum of dim KerWt((An)) orthogonal
projections of rank one:

PKerWt((An)) =
dim KerWt((An))∑

i=1

Pi,t

such that Pi,tPj,t = Pj,tPi,t = 0 whenever i 6= j (for example, by choosing
an orthonormal basis in KerWt((An)) and by defining Pi,t as the orthogonal
projection onto the ith element of this basis). Since Wt is an isomorphism
between It and K(Ht), every projection Pi,t corresponds uniquely to a coset
pi,t ∈ It. Clearly, pi,tpj,t = pj,tpi,t = 0 if i 6= j. Since Is ∩ It = {0} for all
s, t ∈ T with s 6= t, one has moreover

pi,tpj,s = pj,spi,t = 0 whenever (i, t) 6= (j, s).(27)

Using Proposition 4.5 it is not hard to see that the cosets pi,t can be lifted
to sequences (P i,tn ) in such a way that

P i,tn P
j,s
n = P j,sn P i,tn = 0 whenever (i, t) 6= (j, s)(28)

for all sufficiently large n. Indeed, suppose we have already lifted a finite
number of the projections pi,t in such a way that (28) holds. Let (Rn) be
the sum of these liftings. Then every Rn with n large enough is an orthogonal
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projection due to (28). If q is an element of the family of the projections
pi,t which has not yet been lifted, then we construct a lifting (Qn) of q such
that RnQn = QnRn = 0 for all sufficiently large n, which is possible due
to Proposition 4.5. It is obvious that the new set of all liftings (enlarged
by (Qn)) again satisfies the condition (28). This procedure terminates since
there are only a finite number of projections to lift.

The orthogonality (28) ensures that the operators

Rn :=
∑

t∈T

dim KerWt((An))∑

i=1

P i,tn

are orthogonal projections for all sufficiently large n and that

dim ImRn =
∑

t∈T

dim KerWt((An))∑

i=1

αtn =
∑

t∈T
αtn dim KerWt(A)(29)

= αn(A)

with A = (An) for all sufficiently large n. As in [5] one can now easily check
that

(An)∗(An) + (Rn) is a stable sequence and (An)∗(An)(Rn) ∈ G.(30)

Thus, the coset (An) +G is Moore–Penrose invertible in A/G, and (Rn) +G
is the associated Moore–Penrose projection. It is shown in Theorem 3 of
[7] that there is then a sequence (Πn) of orthogonal projections such that
‖Πn − Rn‖ → 0 and that every projection Πn belongs to the C∗-algebra
generated by A∗nAn and by the identity matrix In. From ‖Πn−Rn‖ → 0 we
conclude that

dim ImΠn = dim ImRn = αn(A) for all sufficiently large n,

and the property Πn ∈ alg(A∗nAn, In) ensures that the matrices A∗nAn and
Πn can be diagonalized simultaneously:

U∗nA
∗
nAnUn = diag(λ(n)

1 , . . . , λ(n)
n ),

U∗nΠnUn = diag(π(n)
1 , . . . , π(n)

n )

with unitary matrices Un which we choose in such a way that

0 ≤ λ(n)
1 ≤ . . . ≤ λ(n)

n .

The conditions (30) (with Πn in place of Rn) imply the existence of a C > 0
such that

λ
(n)
i + π

(n)
i ≥ C > 0 for all n ≥ n0 and i = 1, . . . , n,(31)

λ
(n)
i · π

(n)
i < C for all n ≥ n0 and i = 1, . . . , n,(32)
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Let i = in be such that

λ
(n)
1 ≤ . . . ≤ λ(n)

i < c ≤ λ(n)
i+1 ≤ . . . ≤ λ(n)

n .

Then, for (31) to hold it is necessary that

π
(n)
1 = . . . = π

(n)
i = 1

whereas (32) requires that

π
(n)
i+1 = . . . = λ(n)

n = 0.

Hence, in = αn(A) and

U∗nΠnUn = diag(1, . . . , 1, 0, . . . , 0)

with αn(A) ones and n − αn(A) zeros. Now the identity (21) follows from
the diagonalized form of (30) with Πn in place of Rn. This finishes the proof
of Theorem 4.4
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