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1. Introduction

1.1. History. Since the work of Montgomery and Odlyzko, there has
been a large body of literature on the similarities in behavior of zeros of
L-functions and the eigenvalues of random matrices. Assuming the Gen-
eralized Riemann Hypothesis (GRH), the non-trivial zeros of automorphic
L-functions have real part 1/2, and thus these zeros can be ordered (and
many have hoped to find a spectral interpretation). The earliest statistics
studied were the n-level correlations and spacings between adjacent zeros
[Hej, Mol [0d1l, [0d2l RS]. While the number theory agreed with the behav-
ior of eigenvalues from the Gaussian Unitary Ensemble, these statistics are
insensitive to the removal of finitely many zeros. In particular, these statis-
tics cannot detect any information about the behavior of zeros at or near
the central point. This is unfortunate, as this is where the most important
arithmetic lives (for example, the Birch and Swinnerton-Dyer conjecture for
elliptic curves).

A major breakthrough came with the work of Katz and Sarnak [KSI)
KS2]. They proved that while many random matrix ensembles have the
same n-level correlations, there is also another statistic, the n-level density,
where each ensemble has a different answer. The major difference between
these two statistics is that in the n-level correlation all the zeros contribute
equally, while in the n-level density most of the contribution comes from
the zeros near or at the central point, making it an ideal quantity to inves-
tigate the arithmetic of families. It is important to note that this statistic,
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which we define below, is for a family of L-functions. While an individual
L-function has infinitely many zeros on the critical line (and thus we have
the ability to perform averages over them), it is expected that there are only
a bounded number within a few multiples of the analytic conductor of the
central point. Thus, in order to be able to average, we look at a family of
L-functions with similar properties. Examples include L-functions attached
to Dirichlet characters, elliptic curves, modular forms, and Maass forms,
as well as symmetric lifts and Rankin—Selberg convolutions of the above, to
name just a few; in this paper we study Hilbert modular forms. There is now
a vast literature on these and related families showing agreement between
number theory and random matrix theory; see the seminal paper [ILS] for
the first work on the subject and [IK] for a review of needed properties of
L-functions, the survey articles [BE™, MMT™] and the references therein for
a collection of some results and methods, and [DM,, [SST] for a discussion on
how to determine the symmetry group associated to a family of L-functions.

We define the 1-level density of an L-function L(s, f) with zeros 1/2+1ivy
and analytic conductor ¢y by

(L.1) D(f:9) = Z¢<;{1ogcf>,
vr

where ¢(x) is an even Schwartz function whose Fourier transform
o

o(y) = | dla)e”>™ W do

—00

has compact support (and thus quﬁ(y) extends to an entire function). Note
that if GRH is true then each ~y; is real and the non-trivial zeros are all
on the critical line Re(s) = 1/2. As ¢ is Schwartz, it is of rapid decay and
most of the contribution is from the zero near the central point, as desired.
The 1-level density of a family F is the average @ of D(f;¢) over f € F;
one typically breaks F into subfamilies Fy of the same conductor N (or
conductor in some interval, say [IN,2N), and then let N — o0). One can
similarly define the n-level density (see [ILS], where we have a test function
of n variables and sum over zeros ., , . .., Vs, such that i; # £ip if j # /)
or the nth centered moment @ (see [HM]).

(1) Frequently one considers a weighted average, where the weights facilitate apply-
ing summation formulas. For example, the harmonic or Petersson weights are frequently
used for families of cuspidal newforms, which assist in applying the Petersson formula to
evaluate.

(2) This condition in the n-level density simplifies the resulting expression and leads
to the clean determinant expansions; via inclusion-exclusion it is equivalent to the nth
centered moment if the test function ¢ satisfies ¢(x1,...,2n) = [],_, ¢(xe).
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The Katz—Sarnak density conjecture states that as the conductors tend
to infinity, the n-level density of a family of L-functions converges to the
n-level density of the eigenvalues of a subensemble of classical compact ma-
trices with size tending to infinity:

(1.2)
A}gnoo D, (Fn;¢) = _L e _5)0 ¢(z1,. s )Wy gr) (21, - T0) doy -+ - g,

where G(F) is the symmetry group associated to the family of L-functions,
and

g Whg
U(N) det (Ko(zj, Tx)) 1<) k<n
Sp(NV) det (K—1(xj, Tr))1<jh<n
SO(even) det (K1(zj,%k))1<j,k<n

SO(odd)  det (K-1(zj, Tk))1<jh<n + D p_y 6(20) det(K_1(zj, Tk)) 1<) krtv<n

where
sin(m(z —y))  sin(r(z +y))
1.3 K (x,y) = €
- CU="0 =y T Gty
and O is the average of SO(even) and SO(odd).

It is often convenient to look on the Fourier transform side; for the 1-level
densities we have

W1 s0(even) () = do(w) + Sn(w),
Wio(u) = do(u) + 4,
(1.4) Wi 50(0da) (1) = do(u) — dp(u) + 1,
Wisp(u) = do(u) — Ln(u),
Wiu(u) = bou),

where n(u) is 1, 1/2, and 0 for |u| less than 1, 1, and greater than 1, respec-
tively, and dg is the standard Dirac delta functional.

The five classical compact groups have distinguishable 1-level densities
when the support of ¢ exceeds [—1,1]; however, for support in (—1,1) the
three orthogonal flavors are mutually indistinguishable (though they are
different than symplectic and unitary). This motivates many works which
try to break the region [—1,1], though this is frequently difficult due to
arithmetic obstructions in the resulting sums. Fortunately it is not necessary
to identify the underlying group symmetry; in his thesis Miller [Milll, [Mil2]
noted that the five groups have mutually distinguishable 2-level densities for
arbitrarily small support.
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1.2. New result. Let I’ be a totally real number field of degree n over
Q with narrow class number 1. Let O be the ring of integers, U be the unit
group, D be the discriminant, R be the regulator, and W be the number
of roots of unity. For v € F, let v := 0;(v) where o1,...,0, are the real
embeddings of F'. We denote by v > 0 for a totally positive v € F'.

Let I' = SL2(O) be the Hilbert modular group, which acts on the n-fold
product H" of the complex upper half-plane H. For any ideal Z C O, let

Io(T) = {(“ Z) el:c=0 (mod I)}.

Cc

We assume 7 is square-free in this paper and denote the norm of Z by
N(Z)=1[0:1|.

For an integer k > 2, let H},(Z) denote the set of primitive Hilbert
modular cusp forms of weight (2k,...,2k) and level Z. Assuming GRH for
L(s, f), we may write the non-trivial zeros of L(s, f) as py = 1/2 4 i~y with
vf real.

Our main result is that the 1-level density agrees only with orthogonal
symmetry for the family f € H}, (Z). As our support exceeds [—1, 1], we are
able to uniquely identify the corresponding symmetry group, and there is
no need to compute the 2-level density.

~

THEOREM 1.1. Fiz any Schwartz function ¢ with supp(¢) C (—3/2,3/2).
Assume GRH for L(s, f) and L(s,sym? f) for all f € Hj, (Z). Then

i ! '—OO:U z)dx
(1.5) M%gmuﬁﬁzﬂﬂggafﬂﬂ¢)—_i¢(NV«D()d,

where T runs over square-free ideals, W(O)(z) = 1+ 3d0(z) and ¢y =
k*"N(T) is the analytic conductor.

2. Preliminaries. For an integer k£ > 2, let So,(Z) be the space of
cuspidal Hilbert modular forms of weight (2k,...,2k) for I'1(Z) (see [Gal).
This is the space of holomorphic functions f(z) on H" which vanish in the
cusps of I)(Z) and satisfy

b

f@@zN@%HWW@)fd7=<Zd

)emax

where for z = (z1,...,2,) € H" we have

n

N(ez +d) = [[(oi(c)zi + 0i(d)).
=1
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It was shown by Shimizu [Shi] that

2k —1)"
(4m)"

For each f € Sor(I0(Z)) one has the Fourier expansion

f(Z) = Z af(V)N(y)(2k_1)/2627riTr(yﬁ_lz)’

veO
v>0

dim (So,(Z)) ~ vol(IH(Z) \ H") as kN(Z) — oc.

where 0 = () with § > 0 is the different of F' and

n

Tr(vé1z) = Z oi(vd1z2).

i=1
Note that the Fourier coefficients as(v) depend only on the ideal m = (v).
Hence we also denote af(m) := ar(v).

The Petersson inner product of two forms f, g € Sox(Z) is defined by

— da:,-d 3
for= | FEe@ [
To(Z)\Hn i=1 Yi

where z =z + iy = (x1 +iy1, .. ., Tn + iYn)-
Let Bok(Z) be an orthogonal basis of Sox(Z). Let
47\ (2k—1)
) —
2k — 1) D2F—1/2

wf:

and let

AQkI m n Z w (If f( )
f€B2(T)

The following Petersson trace formula was proved by Luo [Lul.

PROPOSITION 2.1. For any m = (v) and n = (u) where v, > 0 in O,
we have

(2.1) AQk I(m “) = Xu(,u)

TL

Vue c) 47T\/W|E(i)|
D1/2 Z Z H 2k— 1< |c(i)| s

e€lU ceI* /U

where X, is the characteristic function of the set {ve* : e € U}, and

S = 3 o(m(21))

a (mod c)

is a generalized Kloosterman sum.
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We may assume that the ¢’s in (2.1)) are chosen satisfying [N (c)|'/" <
D] < |N(¢)['/™. The Weil bound (see [Ve, 2.6]) asserts that

(2.2) 1S(v, 5 0)| < N (), (1), () *7((€)/*N((e)) 2,
where 7((c)) is the generalized divisor function.

Let HJ, (901) be the set of primitive forms (newforms) of weight (2k, . .., 2k)
and level 9t C O. In view of the generalization of Atkin—Lehner’s theory on
newforms (see [ALL [Mi]), we have the orthogonal decomposition

(2.3) S = P P Sul(Lf)

LM=T feH}, (M)

where Sor(L; f) is the linear space spanned by the forms N (¢)* f(£z) with
()| £ and £>0in O.

If f e Hj (M), then f is simultaneously an eigenfunction of all Hecke
operators Ty, where n = (u), p > 0 in O (see [Gal). Let Af(p) or A(n)
denote the eigenvalue of T,. Then af(n) = ar(O)A¢(n). We normalize f so
that ay(O) = 1 and hence af(n) = Ag(n). The Hecke eigenvalues satisfy the
following multiplicative relation:

1%

(2.4) Mo = Y (),

d|(p,v), d>0

((d),M)=(1)
The generalized Petersson—-Ramanujan conjecture
(2.5) Af(n) < N(n)®
is true for Hilbert modular forms (see Blasius [Bl]). Moreover, for p |91,

1

2.6 A(p)? = —.
(26) = 50

For f € H},.(T), the L-function associated to f is defined by
Af(m
Lisf)= Y A

mCcO N(m)s
m#(0)

for Re(s) > 1. Its Euler product is

- T-3) 038 (45

plZ Pz

The completed L-function
A(s, f) = (2m) "I (s + k = 1/2)(N(Z)D*)** L(s, f)
satisfies the functional equation

A(Saf):€fA(1_S’f)
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where £ = 2" (Z)\;(Z)N(Z)Y/? = £1. Here p1(Z) denotes the generalized
Mbobius function.
The following lemma generalizes [ILS, Lemma 2.5].

LEMMA 2.2. Let f be a newform of weight (2k,...,2k) and level M |Z.
Then

n 2k
en =27 5n) Traepmemzn...

where (p(s) is the Dedekind zeta function and

1
v(T) = [SLo(O) : IH(T)] = N(Z) g (1 + N(p)>

1 Af(n?
oo =TT(1- 5 ): 2060 = 5 )

plon nco

7T7l

We omit the details as the proof follows from the Eisenstein series F(z, s)
= Y yena\n@ N(Im(y2))" and the standard Rankin-Selberg unfolding
method, as in [ILS|] (see also [vGl pp. 24-25]). Note that the residue of
E(z,8) at s = 1is 2" ' Ra"/(DWvol(IH(Z) \ H")).

It will be more convenient to work with the local zeta function

Zr(s, f) =) M.

N(n)®
n|Zo°
For f € Hj, (9M) with M| Z, one deduces by (2.4) and (2.6) that
(L+1/N(p)) " pr(p)~! if p £ 90,

(2:8) Zp(l’f)_{(1+1/N(p))_1(1—1/N(P))_1 i p [,

where py(c) is the multiplicative function given by

29 0= o) 1 (- v ().

blc ple

Define

N(q)\? _ _
2100 L= (33) X womo NI 6,
ps(a) et
0=(%), &0
Arguing as in the proof of [ILS, Prop. 2.6], one can derive the proposition

below.

PROPOSITION 2.3. Let T = £IM be a square-free ideal in O and let
feH} (OM). Then {fq:q| L} is an orthogonal basis of Sar(L; f). Moreover,
(fa f)z = (f. f)z.

One deduces the following result from Lemma and Proposition
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LEMMA 2.4. For mn C O with (m,Z) = (n,Z) = (1),
(2.11)  Agpz(m,n)
_ @)t Zr(1, )+
2DV2(p(2)  (2k— 1) Z > 200 m)As(n).

um T feH}, (M)

Let

(2.12) Bganmw) = 32 DN o)
feH3,(T) ’

PROPOSITION 2.5. For (m,Z) = (n,Z) = (1),
(2.13) Azk’z(m, I‘L)

4m)ta”
= 21(?1/§CF( e 1 Z Z ko (m?,n)

£Lm= er:oo

and

(2.14) A3y z(m,n)
1/2
_ M(Qk —1)" Z w(L)N (M) Z ﬁﬂ%,m(m@?“)-

(4 LM=1 flgoe Q

Proof. We obtain ([2.13)) from (2.11)), (2.8]) and (2.4), while (2.14]) follows
from (2.11]) and M&bius inversion. m

Let
2k I Z >‘f
5x(L)

THEOREM 2.6. For (n,I) = (1),

(2.15) 56z(1)
_ 2D'2¢p(2)

1
@y 2k—1)" > p@N@) > WAgkm(mZ,n).

eM=1 (m,90)=(1)
Proof. One verifies directly that

* 1 *
2k,z(“) = E 7N(m) A2k,I(m27 n),
(m,I)=(1)

and the result follows from (2.14). =

Let X,Y > 1 be two parameters. We will choose X and Y as small
powers of kN (Z) later. We write

Ay, z(n) = A, 7(n) + AZ 7(n),
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where
(2.16) ék,z(“) =
2DY/2(p(2) 1 2
W 2k —1)" Z Z Wﬂzk,m(m ,n)
M=1 (m,fm)=(1)
N(2)< N(m)<Y

and A} 7(n) is the complementary sum.
Assume the sequence {aq}qco (indexed by ideals) satisfies

(2.17) > A(@)ag < (N(nI)k)
(a.0Z)=(1)

for all f € HJ, (9) with M |Z such that the implied constant depends only
on e. We will choose aq = N(p)~"/2log N(p) if g = p, N(p) < @, and aq = 0
otherwise, provided log @ < log(kN(Z)); this choice satisfies (2.17).

LEMMA 2.7. Suppose (n,Z) = 1. For any sequence {aq}qco satisfying
(2.17),
(2.18) > AR s(ng)ag < K"N(I)(X T+ YTV2)(N(nD)EXY)E.

(a.nZ)=(1)
Proof. By Theorem and , we have

ARz(na) = Y u(g) Z Ap(nq)

gz seu
+ > ) D Ar(ng)R(RMY)
Noex - TeHROM

where

Rp(RM;Y) = 0 > Ty ().
(m, RIM)=(1)
N(m)>Y
By GRH for L(s,sym? f), we have
Ri(RM;Y) < YV2(EN(8MY))°.

Moreover, [Af(n)] < N(n)°. The lemma follows from the above estimates

and (2.17). =

PROPOSITION 2.8. We have
(2.19)  |Hy(D)| =

2D1/2<F(2) _1\n _ # 3n/5 3/5 €
G (2k —1) N(I)H(l N(p)) +O(E™SN(Z)*P(kN(Z))).
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Proof. Note that
|H3 ()| = A%, £(0) = Ay, 7(0) 4+ A, 7(0).

By Lemma[2.7, A3 £(0) < k"N (T)(X ™'+ Y~1/2)(N(Z)kXY)*. By Propo-
sition 2],

2DY2¢p(2)
ber(0) = ——>—"2(2k — 1)" p(L)N (M
bal0) = S 21" 3 )N
N(&)<X
2(—1)"¢p(2)
+ (277)” ( k ) 2]6‘,1-7
where
1 S(v,e%;c)
E = N -
o WZI D maneq) V) e V)
N(g)<X m=(1), >0
N(m)<Y " Jo® (.)‘
AV el
X EJQkI <|C(Z)’>
Note that
1 N(I)l+5)
SN =N (1 - —— +0<,
3 e =N >H< N(p)> 2
pIZ
N(&)<X

For all z > 0 we have Jy;_1(z) < 1. Moreover, from the integral represen-
tation (see [GR, 8.411.10])

Jop1 () = L <‘”>%_1 § L= 2R
#-1 = Pk —1/2)0(1/2) \ 2 L

and Stirling’s formula, we deduce

ex 2k—1
Jgk_1($) < <4/€) .

Hence

o\ 201 e\ 2K
(2.20)  Jop_1(z) < min{l, <4k:) } < <4k> for 0 <n < 1.

For 2 = 4nvVv@ |e®|/|c?], we choose n = 0 if [¢?)] < 1,and 0 < 7 < 1
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if |e®| > 1. Then

(2.21) HJ% 1(4mﬁ)||€( |>

(e VNN o TT o
< (“Pvart) wer IT e

le@®]>1

N(v) )i —
<L —=|N(o)|" I | e®|n
e Em>1’ |

provided

(em)" VN )
N[

Note that N(v) <Y and |N(c)| > N(9) > N(Z)/X. Hence
(em)"\/N(v) < (em)"XY1/2
k"|N(c)] — k"N(Z)

By (2.21) and (2.2), we have

|N 1/2+e N(V)
Eorz < Z N Z Z Z IN(c) k[N (c)]
(m,sm):( ) V) 5 e
N(2)<X m=(v),r>0
N(m)<Y

<IN@[" T 1917

B|>1
< kan(I)fl/QJrnJrs(Xy)l/Q’ <21

where for the last inequality we have used (see [Lul, p. 136])

(2.22) ST 1€ < oo

ecU |6<'L) ‘>1

We take X = Y'/2 = k?"/5N(T)3/% and this completes the proof. =

3. The explicit formula. Let R := c¢; = k*"N(I). By [ILS| Section 4],
we have the explicit formula

log R

om I orrit viog N(p)\ as(p”)log N(p)
TlogR Lf<k ) £) b= QZZ¢< log R ) N(p)“/?log R’

p v=1

Z ¢<;J; log R> = $() (log N(Z) 4+ 2log D — 2nlog 2m)
vf

where ay(p”) = a(p)” + B(p)” for p+Z and ay(p”) = A}(p) for p|Z.
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PROPOSITION 3.1. Let ¢ be an even Schwartz function on R whose
Fourier transform ¢ has compact support. Then for f € H} (T),

3.1)  D(f;9)

~ o 2n orlo on
=50 2R 1 00 - P(fi0) + o PEAE NN,

where

log N(p) \ 2Af(p) log N (p)
Z¢( log R ) N(p) 2log R

Proof. We have (see [ILS, p. 86])

{ % <k + ligzé>¢(t) dt = $(0)log k + O(1).

—0o0

Since |a(p)], |B(p)| < 1, we have |af(p”)| < 2 for all v. Hence for v > 3,

vlog N(p) | as(p”)log N(p) 1
2 .
(3:2) Zp:;)d)( log R > N(p)*/2log R < log R
Recalling the relations a(p) + 8(p) = As(p), a2(p) + B%(p) = As(p?) — 1 and
, we deduce

log(("N (D)) _ §~ $<logN<p>> 271 (p) log N (p)
1z

D(f;¢) = 6(0)

log R v log R N(p)/2log R

21og N(p) | 2As(p*) log N (p) ~(2log N(p)\ 2log N(p)
_Z ( log R ) N(p)logR +Z¢( log R )N(p)logR

es p
L0 1 +loglog(3N(Z)) '
log R
By the Landau Prime Ideal Theorem (see [Lal, Chapter XV, §5]) and partial

summation,
2log N(p)\ 2log N(p) 1 1
%Z:(Zs( log R >N(p)logR_2¢(0)+O logR )"

Assuming GRH for L(s,sym? f), we have

~(21log N(p)\ 2As(p*) log N(p) _ loglog(k*"N(I))
Z < log R ) N(p)logR log R '

Pz

The proposition follows from the above estimates.
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4. Proof of the main theorem. Let
By ()= > D(f;9).
fEHQ*k(I)
By Proposition

(11) B3u(0) = IHDIE) - P4(0) + O D) EAFED ),
where E(¢) = ¢(0) + 1¢(0) and
T
= S re) + 25000 (e ) o g

Pz
By Lemmawith X=YV2= (k:”N(I))5 for some § > 0, we have

1/2
e logR N(p)t/ logR
By Proposition we have
log N(p)\ 2log N(p)
M3, Al
2k ( Z 2.z (P ( logR ) N(p)/2log R
_ 2CF(2)(—1)"’C
= @) (2k —1)"
1 ,ue
<Y N N > Z et
LM=T (m,9t)=(1) jura ecU cem*/
N(g)<X m=(v), >0 (1), >0
N(m)<Y
- 4/ (VD)2 D] ~ (log N (p) | 2log N(p)
X H‘]%—l (i) ¢ 1 1/2 :
paley ]c | ogR ) N(p)'/2log R
For x = 4m/(v@)2u® [€?]/|c| we choose n = 0 if |¢?)] < 1 and

0<n<lif|e?] >1in |) Thus

(12) HJzk (A

)]
(em)"/N(W)2N () \ )
< " [N (c)|" @]
( k"N (c)] ) |e(1)_[>1

N ()N (1) n i-n
<<W|N(C)| H e

le®]>1
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provided that

(em)" VNN (1)
PN

Suppose ngﬁ has support in (—u,u). So N(u) = N(p) < P = R". Moreover,
N(v) = N(m) <Y and |N(c)| > N(O) > N(Z)/X, and so we have
()" VNWPNG) _ (em)"PV2XY

k"N ()] - k'N(I)

We choose XY = (k"N (Z))° for some § > 0. So the estimate is valid for
2(1—9)log(k"N(I))
u < .
=T (N (D)

By and , we have
Mz(¢) < (2k—1)" Y Nem) Y N(lm) Z >y

M=T (m,)=1 ecU cemMm* /U
N(£)<X m=(v), >0 p=(u ) u>0
N(m)<Y

N((w?,p, (€)"*7((c)) (N (m)*N (p)'/> | R log N (p)

n 3/2— 1/2
k™|N(c)[3/2—n is1 N(p)l/2log R

N(I)—1/2+77+8XYP
< )
log R
where for the last inequality we have used (2.22)).
Hence M3, (¢) = o(k"N(Z)) for N(Z)~'/?* "< XY P/log R < k"N(I).
By taking logarithms, we have

3 log(k"N(Z)) 1 log k"™
s <2 — (@t ‘5>) g (KN (D)) <2 —+ 5)) g (K N (D))
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