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Jan Mikusiniski was born in Stanistawdéw. He completed his secondary
education and university studies in Poznan (graduating from the University
of Poznan in 1937).

During the Nazi occupation he dwelt mainly in Cracow. He took part in
the underground teaching, was arrested by the Germans and spent some time
in prison. Later he participated in Professor Tadeusz Wazewski’s secret
mathematical seminars and just then the first presentation of the main ideas
of his operational calculus took place. ‘

After the war, in 1945, Jan Mikusinski took his Ph.D. at the Jagiellonian
University, based on a thesis on differential equations. Then he worked in
Poznai, at the University and the Engineering School. In 1946, he moved to
Lublin and there, at the Maria Curie-Sklodowska University, qualified as
assistant professor; next year he became professor of mathematics.

During the period 1948-1955 Jan Mikusinski was professor of the
University of Wroctaw and the, 1955-1959, of the University of Warsaw. At
the same time, he also worked at the State Institute of Mathematics,
established in 1948 and later transformed into the Institute of Mathematics
of the Polish Academy of Sciences.

In 1959, Jan Mikusiniski was forced to resign from his professorship of
the University of Warsaw, because of a serious illness, but he held a position
at the Institute of Mathematics of the Academy, where he was later ap-
pointed head of the analysis section. In 1960, he moved to Katowice where he
became one of the creators of the mathematical community in Silesia. In
1966, he organized the Katowice branch of the Institute of Mathematics of
the Polish Academy of Sciences. He was head of this branch until his
retirement in 1984.

He was chosen full member of the Polish Academy of Sciences in 1971.
He was also a member of the Serbian Academy of Science and Art, a
honorary member of the Polish Mathematical Society and held a honorary
doctorate of the University of Rostock. He was honoured with numerous
awards and distinctions by the authorities and the mathematical community.

His interests in mathematics and its applications ranged widely and

contained real and complex analysis, differential and functional equations,
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generalized functions, functional analysis, the theory of measure and inte-
gration, algebra, geometry, number theory, mechanics, electrotechnics, acou-
stics, optics, photography, chromatography, and music.

Jan Mikusinski is generally recognized as the creator of the algebraic
approach in operational calculus and other theories: the elementary theory
of distributions, the uniform approach to the Lebesgue and Bochner in-
tegrals. He was invited to many mathematical centers in various countries.

He was a great teacher and an efficient organizer of mathematical life.

In spite of bad conditions of his health, he was a very active researcher
and worked to the last days of his life. He published more than twenty books
and about 150 papers.

Forty of his papers appeared in this journal with which he was closely
associated being a member of the Editorial Board.
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