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A sieve approach to the Waring—Goldbach problem, 11
On the seven cubes theorem

by

JORG BRUDERN (Stuttgart)

1. Introduction. It is conjectured that all sufficiently large natural
numbers satisfying some necessary congruence condition, are the sum of
four cubes of primes. The best result in this direction is due to Hua and
dates back to 1938: all large numbers in some congruence class are the sum
of nine cubes of primes (see [8]). In the present paper we show that if instead
of primes one asks for almost primes of some fixed order r (that is, numbers
with at most r prime factors, counted with multiplicity, or P.-numbers for
short), then seven variables suffice.

THEOREM. Let v(n) be the number of representations of n in the form
(1.1) n=a"+yl +ys + 3+l +yd o’

where p denotes a prime, the y; are Ps-numbers, and x is a Pgg. Then
v(n) > n*/3(logn)~?".

It may be worth pointing out that seven variables are also required for
solving the ordinary Waring problem at present (Watson [14], Vaughan
[11,12]), and that the lower bound for v(n) is essentially of the expected
order of magnitude.

Our theorem supplements a similar result on sums of four cubes obtained
in part I of this series [4], to which the reader is referred for a more detailed
introduction to the subject. The principal idea in part I was a combined
application of the circle method and a sieve, and this will be basic here as
well. Very roughly speaking, we shall count the solutions of (1.1) with the
y; taken from a certain set of numbers with exactly five prime factors. The
Hardy-Littlewood method is used to obtain asymptotic formulae for the

This paper is a variation on the theme of Chapter 3 of the author’s Habilitationsschrift
at Gottingen University [2]. The present version was prepared while the author was enjoy-
ing a stay at Mathematisches Forschungsinstitut Oberwolfach, supported by “Forderpreis
Algebra-Zahlentheorie 1993”.
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212 J. Briidern

number of such solutions subject to an additional constraint z = 0 (mod d).
This allows the linear sieve to be applied to the variable . To press the
method home we require, in addition to the tools developed in part I, a
mean value estimate for cubic exponential sums from our recent paper [3],
and a special device for improving the usual minor arc technology due to
Vaughan [11, 12].

We have organized the material in such a way that some fairly technical
estimates are provided in the next section, before embarking on the main
argument. We shall also have opportunity to fix various notations. In
Section 3 we apply the circle method to supply the relevant sieve input.
The circle method work is completed in Section 4 by examining the minor
arcs. The success of the sieve is then dependent on an upper bound for
the solutions of (1.1) where x has large square factors, and in Section 5 a
suitable estimate is established to finish the proof.

The methods of this paper extend to Waring’s problem with exponents
exceeding 3. However, we shall find it more appropriate to comment on this
matter and other applications of our technique at the end of the paper.

2. Preliminaries. In this paper p always denotes a prime number, and
7 is reserved for primes = 2 (mod3). The same convention applies when
subscripts are present. Formulae involving ¢ are valid for all € > 0. Our
notations are otherwise standard and must be understood from the context,
or are explained at the appropriate stage of the argument.
Let
233 15 14 84

:ﬁ’ Clzm(l—@@, G=-=(1-04), G=—(1-06y);

3679
= 29089’ 0; = (1 5)G (1<i<3), 0s=(1 5)04

Of importance later are the sizes of @4, @5 and the relations
O1+CG+C@+G=05+0+02+0;5+0,=1.

Let A4(P) denote the set of all n which can be written in the form n =

pop1p2p3 with POt < py < 2P and P% < p; < 2P% (i = 1,2,3). Such a

representation is necessarily unique. Similarly, let A5(P) be the set of all n

of the form n = mp;papsps with P> < 7 < 2P% and P% < p; <2P% (i =

1,2,3,4). Again, such representations of n are unique.

Oy

5

LEMMA 1. Let k =4 or 5. Let Sy denote the number of solutions of
o]+l +ys = a3+ s+l
subject to x; < P and y; € Ax(P). Then
Sk < P3+2@k+8.
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Proof. These are the special cases | = 4 and 5 of the Proposition in
Briidern [3].

LEMMA 2. Let
(2.1) M=P%, Q=PM"
Let T denote the number of solutions of
m(yr — 21) + (Y3 — 23) + (Y5 — 25) =0
subject to M < m; < 2M and y;,2; € A4(Q). Then T < P3.

Proof. This follows from Lemma 1 by a word for word adoption of the
proof of Lemma 3 of Vaughan [12]. We may leave the details to the reader.

Our next lemma concerns the exponential sum
I ax®
(2.2) S(g,a) =) e()
=1 q
It also features the multiplicative function x(q) defined on prime powers by
,i(p3l) — p—l7 Ii(p3l+1) — p—l—1/27 H(p3l+2) — p—l—l (l > 0)
LEMMA 3. Let (a,q) = 1. Then
S a3
5~ (P 0D < 5 () 1og .
d<D q
where v(q) is the number of different prime factors of q.

Proof. By standard estimates for the sum (2.2) such as Lemmata 4.3,
4.4 and 4.5 of Vaughan [9] we have

S (r, b)| < 2 k()

whenever (b,r) = 1. Hence the left hand side of the proposed inequality
does not exceed

<279y u(d)*d w(a/(g,d%)).
d<D

We decompose ¢ into ¢ = t>u with cube-free u, this factorisation is unique.
Now any square-free d can be written as d = d;d,, where d; = (t,d). Note
that (d¢,d,,) =1 and

(qa d3) = (tgua dfdi) = df(u, di) = d?(uv di)

since u is cube-free and d is square-free. Hence
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since k(q) =t~ u~1/2. It follows that

3 u(d)Qd_1H< ) 0> D u o (u,dy)

d<D (g,d ot du<D /ds

) YD 1 u(dd)? < k(q)2° 9 log D

as required.

LEMMA 4. Let M(q,a) denote the interval |qo — a| < P72, and write N
for the union of all N(q,a) with 1 < a < q < P and (a,q) = 1. Define a

function G on I by
—1
a
a— 2
)
when a € N(q,a). Then
2
f G(a)z‘ Z e(aps)) da < P~ (log P)"%.
N

P<p<2P

G(a) = 8"Dk(q) <1 + P?

Proof. By the orthogonality of additive characters,

fG(a)z) Z e(apg)rda
N

P<p<2P
a
(G+2))
P<p<2P q

< Z 64”(‘1)1£(q)2 zq: j?

q<P a=1

2
(1+ P|B)~2dp

< Py 64" Dk(q) g0 (g),

q<P

where 1(g) is the number of solutions of the congruence p3 = p3 (mod q)
with P < p1,pe < 2P. For ¢ < P we must have (p1p2,q) = 1. For (a,q) =1
the number of solutions of the congruence 23 = a (mod ¢) with 1 <z < ¢,
(z,q) = 1 does not exceed O(3"(?). Hence, once ps is fixed, the number of
choices for p; is < 3¥(@) Pg—'. Hence, for ¢ < P we have ¢(q) < 3"(9q~1 P2
We deduce that the integral in question is bounded by

192
< P71 19279k(g)? < P <1 + = (p‘z)),
q<P p<P
and the lemma follows.
3. The circle method and the linear sieve. We now prepare the

ground for the application of a sieve which will ultimately yield the Theorem.
Our application of the Hardy—Littlewood method involves the exponential
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sums

fal@)= Y elad’y’), gla)= ) e(@p®), hla)= ) elay’),

P/d<y<2P/d P<p<L2P yEAs(P)

where P = %nl/ 3. For a measurable set B we define

(3.1) va(n,B) = [ fa(a)g(a)h(e)’e(—an) da.
B

The significance for our problem emerges from the fact that vg(n,[0,1]) =
vq(n), say, counts the solutions (1.1) with z = 0 (mod d), P < z, p < 2P
and y; € As(P).

The goal is to find asymptotic formulae of the shape vq(n) = #X +
R(d,n), where X is some function of n, where w(d) is multiplicative, and
where R(n,d) is small on average over d. With this end in view we define
major arcs by writing

L= (g, :(g.0) = {a:

o — al < LP‘3}
q

and then introduce 9 as the union of all M(q,a) with 1 < a < ¢ < L,
(a,q) = 1. As usual, the main term arises from the set 9. This can be seen
by straightforward arguments so we shall be brief. Let o € M(q, a) with
g < L. By Theorem 4.1 of Vaughan [9] we have

fala) = WJ(dB’ (a - Cq”) 5) +0(L)

q
uniformly for d < P'/2, say. Here we have written
2¢
J(8,6) = [ e(Bt)dt.
3

By Euler’s summation formula, we have J (3, P) = u(8)+O(1+ P|3|), where
u@) =5 D, a7 e(pu),

P3<z<8P3
and a change of variable now shows that
S(q, ad®
(32 fata) = 2290y 5) 1 o),

where 3 = o — a/q. The approximation to g(«) is similar, but involves the
data

K al’3
s = 3 (") wpO-; Y e o)

z=1 £3<p<8E3

(z,q)=1
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For ¢ < L, |3] < LP~3, Lemma 6 of Hua [7] shows that

(3.3) g<q ; ﬂ) — p(g)"'S" (g, a)w(B, P) + O(P(log P)~)

for any A > 0. An analogous result for h(«) requires a little more care. We
write B to denote the set of all numbers b = 7p; paps where P95 < 1 < 2P%5
and P% < p; <2P% (i =1,2,3). Still assuming o = a/q + 3 € M(q,a) we

can now write
I S

beB P94 <p<2PYa
q,ab3 3 0 < pos >)
= E Bb°, P*)+ O ——=—
beB ( . ) ! (log P)*

after applying Hua’s result again to the inner sum. When ¢ < L and n is
sufficiently large, we have (b, q¢) = 1 for any b € B, which implies S*(q, ab%) =
S*(q,a). It now follows that

_ S*<Q7a) o —A
(3.4) h(a) = 20 W(B) + Oa(P(log P)~7),
where
(3.5) W(B) = w(Bb®, P%).

beB
By integrating over 9t we deduce from (3.2), (3.3) and (3.4) that

(3.6) = Z S(g,ad*)5" (g, 0)° e<—an)l(n)

¢<L a=1 dgp(q)°
(a,q)=1

+O(P*d " (log P)~*),

where
Lp—3
(3.7) Im)= [ w@)w(B, PYW(3)’e(—pn)ds,
—Lp~3

which still holds uniformly for d < P'/2. The singular integral (3.7) can be
evaluated by a routine argument. One has u(3) < |B|~! for P73 < |3] < 1/2
and a similar bound for w(f3, P), by partial summation. Hence the range
of integration in (3.7) can be extended to [— %, %], at the cost of an error
O(P*L~'/?); and the integration over [— %, %] equals a weighted counting
of the solution of a linear equation. This yields the inequalities

(3.8) n*/3(logn) ™% <« I(n) < n*3(ogn)~%.
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Now we complete the singular series in (3.6). By Lemma 5 of Hua [7], one
has |S*(q,a)| < ¢'/?*¢ for (a,q) = 1. Hence, the series

”):i i S(q, ad?) S)( a)66<_an>

q
=1 =1
= =1

converges absolutely, and is bounded by O(1), uniformly in n and d; and
from (3.6) and (3.8) we see that

(3.9) va(n, M) = S4(n)I(n)d~" + O(P*d~*(log P)~%).

By routine arguments it is readily seen that &i(n) > 1 for all n. For
square-free d we can now define

w(d) = Gy4(n)Si(n) 1.

By a trivial modification of the arguments in Section 4 of part I [4] (where
the analogous function for four cubes is considered) it is readily shown that
w(d) is multiplicative, and that

w(p) _ M(p,n)
p  M(p,n)

where M(q,n) equals the number of incongruent solutions of

w(3) _ M(9,n)
3 M*(9,n)’

(p #3),

y%—i—...—i—yg’zn(modq), (¢, y1-..y6) =1,

and M*(gq,n) equals the number of incongruent solutions of

Byl +yi=n (modq), (quy1...ys) =1
Still following the line of investigation of part I, Section 4, we now find that
(3.10) w(p) =1+0(p~""?),

where the implicit constant is independent of n. It is clear that w(p) >
0, but for the sieve we also require w(p) < p, and this entails a slight
complication. In fact, for p # 3, the condition w(p) < p is equivalent
to M(p,n) < M*(p,n), and this is the case if and only if the defining
congruence for M*(p,n) has a solution with ptz. By the methods of [4]
(or Chapter 2 of Vaughan [9]) this is readily confirmed for p > 5. The
primes p = 2 and 3 are exceptional here in the sense that the truth of the
inequalities w(2) < 2, w(3) < 3 depends on congruence conditions on n
(mod 18). Indeed, by a direct counting, it is seen that w(2) = 2 for n =0
(mod 2), and w(3) = 3 for n = 0 (mod 9), but that in all other cases one
has w(2) < 2,w(3) < 3. If n is neither divisible by 2 nor 9, we are ready to
apply the linear sieve theorem of Greaves [6]. If v*(n) denotes the number
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of solutions of (1.1) with y; € A5(P) and Psr-numbers x, then

v > x I (1= 22 =[5 (wat) - ) |- X vt

p<D d<D p>PS

where X = &;(n)I(n), where 1, are certain complex numbers satisfying
Ina| < 1 and ng = 0 for non-square-free d, where ¢ is some positive real
number (which we may suppose to be as small as we like), and where

(3.11) D = PY/66,
From (3.9) we have
w(d)

va(n) — TX = vg(n,m) + O(d~1P*(log P)~4),
where m = [LP73,1 + LP73]\"M are the minor arcs. Therefore it now
suffices to establish the estimates
(3.12) > nava(n,m) < P*(log P)~"°,
d<D
(3.13) > vpe(n) < PR

p>P?9

to deduce from (3.10) and (3.8) that v*(n) > n*/3(logn)~27. This gives
the Theorem for odd n #Z 0 (mod 9) with the slightly superior outcome of
finding a Pg; for .

Only simple modifications in the above argument are required to cover
even n and n =0 (mod 9). Instead of (1.1) we consider the equation

@333 L3 Ly 4y =,

where v(2) = 3 if n is even, and v(2) = 0 if n is odd, and where v(3) = 3
or 0 according to n = 0 (mod 9) or not. By the same method, we find
solutions with y; € A5(P) and Pgr-numbers z, and the Theorem follows in
the exceptional cases also.

It remains to verify (3.12) and (3.13). This is the theme of the next two
sections.

4. The minor arcs. In this section we prove (3.12). We write
(4.1) F(a) = nafae)
d<D
and then deduce from (3.1) that
(4.2) |3 navatn,m)| < [ [F(a)g(@)h(a)’] da

d<D m
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The minor arcs are split into two subsets which are treated by different
methods. We recall the abbreviation M = P® from (2.1) and then put
R = PM3D~!. Let & denote the union of all intervals

f(q.a) ={a:|ga —a| < RP™%}

with 1 < a < ¢ < R and (a,q) = 1. Let £ denote the complement of & in
[0, 1] modulo 1. Our first task is to estimate the contribution to (4.2) arising
from £. We shall mainly be concerned with proving the estimate

(4.3) f |F(a)h(a)®)? da < PP~ M2

for some & > 0. If this is taken for granted, we only need to add to this the
bound

(4.4) f lg(@)h(a)?|? da < P3HE M,

which follows from Lemma 1 on considering the underlying diophantine
equation; Schwarz’s inequality then yields

(4.5) f|F (a)°|do < PA=0/2%¢

as required.
Our proof of (4.3) follows Vaughan [12] quite closely so we may be brief.
We write

flask, Yy = > elay®)
Y <y<2Y
(y,k)=1

and then have
fa(@) = f(ad®,1, P/d) = f(ad®,p, P/d) + f(a(pd)®, 1, P/(pd))
for any prime p. Accordingly we decompose (4.1) as
F(Oé) = Fl(()é,p) + FQ(aap)7

where
Fi(a,p) = Y naf(ad®,p,P/d),  Fy(a,p) = naf(a(pd)® 1, P/(pd)).

d<D d<D
The definition of As(P) enables us to write

h(a) = Z H(ar?),
M<n<2M

where

H(a) = Z e(ay®).

yEAL(P/M)
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We can now conclude that

(16) |F@h@P|<( 3 1P H(er?)]) < Ui(a) +Ua(a)
M<n<2M

where
1/3 3 3
Ui = (Y IE e[ H(an)]) .
M<n<2M

We first concentrate on Us. If @« € € and d < D, M < p < 2M then
flad®p?,1, P/(dp)) < (PD~*M~1)3/4+¢ by a routine application of Weyl’s
inequality (see Vaughan [12], p. 213 for more details). Hence

3
UQ(OZ) <<P3/4+5D1/4M73/4( Z ’H(O&ﬂ's”)
M<n<2M

for a € £. By considering the underlying diophantine equation, we deduce
from Lemma 2 that

1
3
f( 3 |H(om3)\2) da < Pt
0  M<r<2M

and then infer from Cauchy’s inequality

1
(4.7) ng(a)Qda<<P3/2+5Dl/2M3/2 f( Z |H(O‘773)|2)3da
¢

0 M<m<2M
< P9/2+26D1/2M3/2 < P5—§M—2

for some 0 > 0, as is readily seen from (3.11).

The treatment of U; () is less straightforward but we can heavily borrow
from Vaughan [12]. We begin by applying Holder’s inequality to the defining
equation for U;. This gives

(48) [ Ui(a)*da
¢

<DM*Y " > [|f(ad®,x, P/d)]*|H(ar®)|° da.

d<D M<n<2M ¢t

Let ro denote the set of all a € [0, 1] such that |qa — a| < RP73,(a,q) =
1 implies that ¢ > RM~2 = PD~'. By an obvious adjustment of the
argument on p. 214 of Vaughan [12] we find that

[ If(ad® w, P/d)P|H(an®)[C da < [ (Pd™" + 2Re @y a(a))|H(a)[° da,
4 o
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where

Brala)= Y. > 3 e(ald3 (Zzz + jlz?wﬁ)).

I<8Pd=1w=3 2pd~'4ind<2<4aPd'—Ir
z=l( mod 2)

As we shall see in a moment, one has
(4.9) sup Y |Pr ()| < PYPHEMTADY2
acto
M<n<2M 4<D

The case k = 4 of Lemma 1 shows

1
[ |H(a)[® da < (P/M)>H2€st
0

so that from (4.8) we can now deduce that

(4.10) [ Ur(a)*do < DMO(PMHE 4 P34 =3 D/2)(P/M )3 20+
13

< PP O\M2

providing we can show that
D3/2 < P1/2_2(84+95_@495+6).

A simple numerical check confirms this if 6 > 0 is sufficiently small (use
(3.11)). By (4.6), (4.7) and (4.10) we see that (4.3) holds, but it remains
to verify (4.9). This is a standard exercise but we give an outline for com-
pleteness. By Weyl’s differencing technique one has

2 3
1+e__—3 37,2
‘ Z @md(a)’ < Pt Z Z Ze(4ad lz >
d<D d<D I<8Pd~1n—3' =z
< P3+eﬂ_—6
+PETEN Y > min(P/d, |ad®lj|").
d<D [<8Pd~—'n—3 j<P/d

We split the range for d into O(log D) parts of the shape A < d < 2A. By a
standard divisor argument we deduce that the previous expression does not
exceed

2

< p3teq=0 4 plt2ey—s Z min(PA™Y, ||aul ™)
uLP2An—3
for some A with 1 < A < D. For |ga — a| < ¢7! and (¢,a) = 1 Lemma 2.2
of Vaughan [9] shows that

2 P3A Pt P
‘ E @W,d(a)‘ <<P€< 6 +6+q3>

T qm T
d<D
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If M < © < 2M this gives (4.9) when PD™! < ¢ < P?M—3D. By
Dirichlet’s theorem on diophantine approximation it is readily seen that ¢
can be chosen in this range for all a € v, and (4.9) follows. The proof of
(4.3) is now complete.

It now remains to consider the set RNm which is treated more like major
arcs. We begin by refining the argument used to verify (3.2). In the notation
used there, we deduce from Theorem 2 of Vaughan [10] that

3
fal & 8) = 2 505) 4 Ol + Pl - ) )

Now let o € R(q,a). Let G be the function defined in Lemma 4 (extended
in the natural way to K). By summing the previous equation over d, we
infer from (4.1), Lemma 3 and a standard bound for J(3) that

F(a) < PG(a) + DRY?*  (a € R).

By Lemma 1, and considering the underlying diophantine equation,
1
(4.11) [ 1(e)|® da < PP M2,
0

and by Schwarz’s inequality, (4.4) and (4.11),

1
(4.12) [ lg(@)h(@)?| da < PP M2,
0

It now follows that

f |F(a)g(a)h(a)’|da < P f G(a)|g(a)h()®| da+ DRY/2p3+2e 2.

KNm KNm

The second term on the right is O(P*~?) for some § > 0, as is readily
checked. Moreover, if 91 is the set introduced in Lemma 4, we deduce from
the trivial bound k(q) < ¢~'/3 that

sup G(a) < PE71/3,
acR\N

Using (4.12) once again, we see that
J 1F@g(@h(@)lda < P [ Gla)lgla)h(e)’|da+ P,
eNm NNm

and the proof of (3.12) is now completed by verifying the bound
(4.13) [ G(a)lg(e)h(@)’| da < P*(log P)~™.

NMNm
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To see this we observe that by Theorem 2 of Vaughan [11] and considering
the underlying diophantine equations one has

1 1
(4.14) [lg(@)Fda < P?, [ |h(a)]®da < PP
0 0

Moreover, the definitions of m and G readily show that

sup G(a) < LEY3,
acdNNm

Now Holder’s inequality yields

1 1
f Glgh®|da < L71/10<f G2’g\2da)1/3<f|g!8da>1/24<f’h’8 da>5/8.
N 0 0

NNm

The first integral is estimated in Lemma 4, the other two in (4.14). This
establishes (4.13) and (3.12).

5. Large square factors. Finally, we establish (3.13). The point of
departure is the obvious inequality

(5.1) D vpe(n) < V(n),
p>P9
where V'(n) denotes the number of solutions of
P+ Yl by byl tys=n
with
p>P°, P<p?’2<2P, P<z<2P, y;cAs(P).

Using the notation from the previous sections we can write V(n) as an
integral,

(5-2) Vi)=Y [ fre(@)fi(a)h(a)’e(—an)da

p>P3s 0

and then estimate this integral by the Hardy—Littlewood method, in much
the same way as in Sections 3—4. Since we are only interested in an upper
bound, the details are simpler. We write

(5.3) Ea)= > fr(a)

p>P?

in the interest of brevity. Further progress is now dependent on the estimates

1
(5.4) [ 12(@)h(e)?|? da < P¥FeM?,
0
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(5.5) f |Z(@)h(a)|* da < P52,

To verify (5.5) we observe that the integral equals the number of solutions
of

PREY + p3es — pSas — Pl = Ui + 3 — us — i
subject to

p>P°, P< piz; < 2P, y; € As(P).

Let W be the set of all numbers w which can be written as w = p?z with
p> PP < w < 2P. Then #W < P'7% and the number of possible
representations of w in the form p?z with p > P° is O(1). Hence the
integral in (5.5) is O(K), where K is the number of solutions to

3 3 3 3_.3,.3 .3 3
Wy +wy —wz — Wy =Yy +Ys — Y3 — Yy

with w; € W and y; < 32P. By Lemma 3 of Vaughan [11],
K < (#W)2P3te « P59,

This gives (5.5). In exactly the same way, (5.4) follows from Lemma 1.

Now let £, R be the pair of major and minor arcs introduced in Section 4.
We observe that on choosing 71 = 1,74 = 0 (d > 1) the sum F'(«) in (4.1)
reduces to fi(a). Hence we may quote from (4.3) the bound

f |f1(a)]|h(@)|® da < PP~0 M2
providing 4 is sufficiently small, as we may suppose. By Schwarz’s inequality
and (5.4) it follows that
(5.6) f 12 (a (a)°| da < P49/3,

which is acceptable.
The treatment of K is straightforward. For o € &(q,a) we deduce from
Theorem 2 of Vaughan [10] and standard estimates that

(5.7) |fila)] < [£*(e)| + RY/2Te,
)

where

F(a) = qlrs<q,a>P(1 P
1
(5.8) f |Z2()h(a)®| da < P3HEM?,

By (5.4), (4.11) and Schwarz’s inequality,
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and in the previous section we have already seen that P31t2¢M2RY/2 « p4—9
for some § > 0. From (5.7) and (5.8) we now infer that

(5.9) [1Eak° da < [ |Sf7h°|da + P42
R R

The bound
f |f*(a)|* da < PM°
£

is readily established by appeal to Lemma 4.9 of Vaughan [9], and by
Holder’s inequality, (5.5) and (4.14) it follows that

1 1
(5.10) !\Ef*hﬂdag (ﬁf|f*]4da)1/4<6f]Eh!4da>1/4<6f]h\8doz)1/2

By (5.1), (5.2), (5.3), (5.6), (5.9) and (5.10), this gives (3.13).

6. Further applications of the method. The methods of this paper
are by no means limited to Waring’s problem for cubes. There is actually
an underlying principle for solving diophantine equations in almost primes
which may be described as follows. Suppose we are interested in represen-
tations of n in the form

(61) n:F(xly--'ax&ylv'”?yt)v

where F' is a polynomial with integer coefficients. If the circle method
succeeds to establish an asymptotic formula for the number of solutions of
(6.1) in a large box |z;| < P,|y;| < P with y; certain P,-numbers, then
it is usually possible to establish such an asymptotic formula also for the
solutions subject to the additional constraints z; =0 (mod d;) (1 <i < s),
uniformly at least in a short range d; < D (1 < i < s), say. If D happens
to be a positive power of P then a sieve will find solutions of (6.1) with all
the variables almost primes of some fixed order.

This principle can be turned into rigorous results at least when F' is an
additive polynomial, and in particular for Waring’s problem. As usual, let
G(k) be the minimal s such that for all sufficiently large n the equation

(6.2) n=axf4.. . +ak

has solutions in positive integers. If the object of the exercise is to solve (6.2)
in primes, then n is required to satisfy the congruence condition, that is, the
congruence z¥+...+2% =n (mod ¢) must be soluble with (g, 7 ...z4) = 1,
for all natural numbers ¢ > 1. Let W, , be the set of all integers satisfying
the congruence conditions. It is not difficult to see that for s > k (say), Wi s
contains an arithmetic progression s mod K where K depends only on k,
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and hence has positive density. Now let H,.(k) be the smallest number s such
that for sufficiently large n € W, ¢ there are solutions to (6.2) in P.-numbers.

The most modern versions of the circle method such as in Vaughan [13]
and Wooley [15] provide asymptotic formulae for the number of solutions of
(6.2) with z; € A(n'/* n") (i =2,...,s), where

A(P,R)={z < P:pla=p< R,

and 7 is some small constant. This set contains many P,-numbers where
r = 1/(nk) (which we may suppose to be an integer). However, replacing
A(n'/* nm) with the set

A={pr..pp: 470" <py<n? (1<i<r)}

puts no serious obstacles in the way of the Hardy—Littlewood work. Using
the linear sieve as in this paper, we can solve (6.2) with z; € 4 (2 <j <)
and some P,.-number 1. We may therefore enunciate the following general
principle.

Suppose a bound G(k) < B(k) for Waring’s problem has been established
by the circle method, using the exponential sums

Z e(azh), Z e(azh).

<P xEA(P,Pm)
Then the methods of this paper are likely to provide the bound H,(k) < B(k)
for some r = r(k).

In particular, we recall the bounds
GT(4) <12, G(5) <18, G(6) <28, G(k)<k(logk + O(loglogk));

see [1, 13, 15] (Vaughan and Wooley have announced further improvements
for G(k) when k > 5); here GT(4) is the smallest s such that all large
n = s (mod 16) are the sum of s biquadrates. In all these cases the principle
is readily seen to be valid so that H,(4) < 12, H,(5) < 18 etc., for some 7.
The value of r, however, is another matter. The best known bounds for
H, (k) (that is, the Waring—Goldbach problem of solving (6.2) in primes)
are rather larger; cf. Hua [8].

It may be of interest to note that for large k the exponential sum es-
timates in Vaughan [13] and Wooley [15] can be modified so as to allow
for good control on the sums > _ ,e(az”) at individual a. This can
be used to give a direct circle method proof of the inequality H,(k) <
k(logk + O(loglogk)) for some r = r(k), without using sieves. For small
values of k, however, the sieve is crucial.

We have not yet commented on the quadratic case. In fact, the principle
is valid as well for four squares but a substantiation requires refinements of
the method; the interested reader is referred to Briidern and Fouvry [5].
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