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Complex Plateau problem in non-Kéhler manifolds

by S. IvasHkovicH (Lille and L'viv)

Abstract. We consider the complex Plateau problem for strongly pseudoconvex con-
tours in non-K&ahler manifolds. We give a necessary and sufficient condition for the exis-
tence of solution in the class of manifolds carrying pluriclosed metric forms and propose
a conjecture for the general case.

0. Introduction. Recall that the complex Plateau problem for a compact
real submanifold M of a complex manifold X consists in finding an analytic
chain A C X \ M with “boundary” M. More precisely, one wants to find
a complex analytic subset A C X \ M such that 9[A] = [M] in the sense
of currents. A necessary condition on M for the complex Plateau problem
to have a solution is the maximal complexity of M, i.e. M should be a
CR-submanifold of X with dimgg M = p, where dimg M = 2p + 1. In the
case when X is Stein this is also sufficient (see [H]). Already in the case
X = CP? the maximal complexity of the “contour” M is not sufficient
any more [Db]. We refer the interested reader to [Db-H] for an extensive
exposition on the Plateau problem in projective space.

In this paper we restrict ourselves to strongly pseudoconvex contours M,
which are already the boundaries of some abstract complex manifolds. At
the same time we look for solutions of the complex Plateau problem in more
general ambient manifolds.

Let w be a strictly positive, smooth (1,1)-form on the complex mani-
fold X.

DEFINITION 0.1. We say that w is pluriclosed if dd°w = 0.

The Hermitian metric canonically associated with such a w is often also
called pluriclosed. Denote by A the unit disk in C.

DEFINITION 0.2. We say that a complex space X is disk-convex in di-
mension k if for any compact set K € X there is another compact set K
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132 S. Ivashkovich

such that for every meromorphic mapping f : A¥ — X with f(0AF) ¢ K
one has f(A¥) c K. If X is disk-covex in dimension one, we say simply that
X is disk-convez.

All compact spaces are of course disk-convex. More generally, all
k-convex spaces are disk-convex in dimension k.

DEFINITION 0.3. A maximally complex CR-manifold M is called strongly
pseudoconvex if it can be realized as a strongly pseudoconvex hypersurface
in some complex manifold. We say that M bounds an abstract smooth Stein
domain if there exists a CR-imbedding i : M — (2 of M into a complex
manifold (2 such that ¢(M) bounds in {2 a Stein domain D.

If we say that a CR-manifold M is contained in a complex manifold X
we mean that some CR-imbedding M — X is given.

THEOREM. Let M be a strongly pseudoconvex, mazximally complex, com-
pact CR-manifold in a disk-convex complex manifold X carrying a pluri-
closed Hermitian metric form. Suppose that M bounds an abstract smooth
Stein domain.

(a) If dim M > 5 then the complex Plateau problem for M C X has a
solution.

(b) If dim M = 3 then the complex Plateau problem for M C X has a
solution iff M is homologous to zero in X.

REMARKS. 1. Let H? := C?\ {0}/(z ~ 2z) be the Hopf surface. Take
M to be the image of the standard unit sphere from C? under the natural
projection 7 : C2\ {0} — H2. Then M is not homologous to zero in H?
(i.e. it is a spherical shell in H?!), so the complex Plateau problem has no
solution for this M. Note that
1 dzy NdzZy + dzo N\ dZs
2 1212

is a pluriclosed Hermitian metric form on H?. Here || - || stands for the
Euclidean norm in C2.

In the case (a), i.e. when dim M > 5 the spherical shells in X are not
obstructions to finding a film with boundary M because we have “enough
concavity”.

2. Consider the Hopf three-fold H? := C3\ {0}/(z ~ 2z). In this case
take a sphere S in the hyperplane {z; = 0}. Its image M under the natural
projection will be homologous to zero but will not bound any analytic set
in H3. The reason here is that H? does not admit a pluriclosed Hermitian
metric.

3. If one does not require strict pseudoconvexity of a “contour” M then
counterexamples are known already in CP? (see [Db]).
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4. The condition on M to bound an abstract smooth Stein domain is re-
ally restrictive in dimension 3, while for higher dimensions one has the Rossi
theorem guaranteeing the existence of a (not smooth in general) abstract
Stein domain with boundary M, (see [Rs]).

5. When X is Kéahler then any strongly pseudoconver M C X which
bounds an abstract Stein domain is homologous to zero in X. This follows
from the Hartogs-type extension theorem proved in [Iv-1].

The proof of the Theorem consists in meromorphic extension of a CR-
imbedding of M into X onto the Stein domain bounded by this M. We
do it along the levels of an appropriate plurisubharmonic Morse exhaustion
function (see §§2 and 3).

In the last §4 we give some open questions.

1. Continuity principle and spherical shells. To realize this ap-
proach we need some results on extension of meromorphic mappings into
general complex manifolds (spaces). For the convenience of the reader we
collect them in this section.

We denote by | - | the polydisk norm in C". Put A*(r,1) := {z € CF :
r < |z] < 1} and A¥(r,1) = {s} x A¥(r,1) for s € A", Let f : A" x
A*(r,1) — X be a holomorphic mapping into a normal complex space X.
Denote by S the set of points s € A™ such that the restriction fs := f|ar(r1)
extends meromorphically onto the polydisk A* := {s} x A*.

We say that a set S C A™ is thick at the point zy if for any neighborhood
U > zy, SNU is not contained in a proper analytic subset of U.

THEOREM 1.1 (Continuity principle). Let f : A" x Ak(r,1) — X be a
holomorphic mapping into a normal complex space X, disk-convez in dimen-
sion k. Suppose that there is a constant Cy < 0o and a compact set K C X
such that for s in some subset S C A™, which is thick at the origin:

(a) the restriction fs:= f ‘A’g(nl) is well defined and extends meromor-
phically onto the polydisk AF = {s} x Ak, and vol(I';,) < Cy for all s € S;
(b) f(A™ x Ak(r 1)) C K and f,(AF) C K for all s€ S.

Then:

(1) If n =1 then there is a neighborhood U > 0 in A such that f extends
meromorphically onto U x AF.
(2) If n > 2 and X has bounded cycle geometry in dimension k, then

again there is a neighborhood U 3 0 in A™ and a meromorphic extension of
f onto U x AF.

Here I'y, denotes the graph of f, and the volumes are taken with respect
to some Hermitian metric h on X and the standard Euclidean metric on C*.
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The condition of finiteness clearly does not depend on the particular choice
of the metric.

Let us explain the boundary cycle geometry condition in (2). Denote
by Bi(X) the Barlet space of compact analytic cycles of dimension & in
X, i.e. finite sums ) 525, where n; € N and Z; are k-dimensional, com-
pact, irreducible analytic subsets of X. One equips By (X) with the usual
cycle topology (or equivalently with the locally flat topology on currents of
integration over those analytic subsets). By(X) admits the structure of a
finite-dimensional analytic space, compatible with this topology (see [Ba]).
This space has at most a countable number of irreducible components.

DEFINITION 1.1. We say that a complex space X has bounded cycle
geometry in dimension k if all connected components of the Barlet space
Bi(X) are compact.

In other words, X has bounded cycle geometry in dimension k if all
irreducible components of By (X) are compact and all connected components
of Bi(X) are just finite unions of irreducible ones. Note again that the
property of having bounded cycle geometry does not depend on the choice
of a Hermitian metric.

For the proof of this theorem we refer to [Iv-2]. There also an example
is given, showing that in the case n > 2 some condition on X is needed, in
contrast to the case n = 1.

There are some cases, occurring in applications, when the condition of
bounded cycle geometry can be dropped. For example one has the following

PROPOSITION 1.2. Let f : A" x A¥(r,1) — X be a holomorphic map
into a normal complex space X, disk-convex in dimension k. Suppose that:

(1) for every s€ A™ the restriction f, extends meromorphically onto A¥;

(2) there is a compact K € X such that fi(AF) C K for all s and
f(A™ x A*(r)1)) € K;

(3) the volumes of the graphs I'y, are uniformly bounded in A™, i.e. there
exists Cy < 0o such that vol(Iy,) < Cy for all s.

Then f meromorphically extends onto A™tF.

For the proof see [Iv-2], Corollary 1.

It is probably worth to point out one case when the boundedness of cycle
geometry is satisfied automatically: when & = dim X — 1. Really the cycle
space of divisors is allways compact (provided X is compact).

Denote by

(1.1) HE(r)y = {(Z,2)ye A" 1 —r < || <1or || <7}
= A" x AF(1 —r 1) U A™(r) x AF

the k-concave Hartogs figure in C™t*.
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DEFINITION 1.2. We say that the meromorphic mappings into the space
X have the Hartogs-type extension property in bidimension (n,k) if any
meromorphic map f : H*(r) — X extends meromorphically onto A"+F.

DEFINITION 1.3. Let us call a Hermitian form w on X plurinegative if
ddw < 0.

The class of normal complex spaces admitting a plurinegative Hermitian
metric form is denoted by P_. Recall that a subset A C C™ is called p-polar

if for any point a € A one can find local cooordinates zi,...,z, in the
neighborhood of a such that for every (z{,...,2)) with [2)| < 1 the set

ANn{z =29 i=1,...,p} is pluripolar in C"~P.

THEOREM 1.3. Let f : H}:(r) — X be a meromorphic map into a

disk-convex complex space X which admits a plurinegative Hermitian metric
form. Then:

(1) f extends to a meromorphic map f: AL\ A — X, where A is a
closed (n — 1)-polar subset of A™*1.

(2) If, moreover, w is pluriclosed then A is an analytic subvariety of
AL of pure codimension two (maybe empty). If A # O then for every
sphere S® embedded in A"T' \ A in such a way that [S?)] # 0 in
H3 (A" \ A7), also its image f(S?) is not homologous to zero in X.

REMARKS. 1. One can estimate the number of irreducible components of
the singularity set A in this theorem meeting a compact subset P € A" *1,
Namely, let a compact set K C X, which contains f(P \ S), be chosen to
be a finite subcomplex of a CW-complex X. Choose a point 2z’ € A"~ ! such
that A intersects A% := {2z} x A? in a discrete set A,/. Suppose A, NIP = (.

Then
(1.2) |A, NP

< ‘ { dcw‘- [inf{‘ Sdcw‘ Ly € Hy(K,Z), | d°w # 0}]_1.
a(PnA2,)) v v

In other words, the number of branches of the singular set (and moreover,
their existence) is bounded by the differential geometry of X. Note that the
subset {| Sv d“w| : v € H3(K,Z), Sv d°w # 0} C R is separated from zero
(see (2.2.14) in [Iv-2]).

2. Let a spherical shell of dimension k + 1 in a complex space X be the
image X of the standard sphere S?**1 C C**+! under a meromorphic map
of some neighborhood of S?**! into X, such that X is not homologous to
zero in X. This notion is close to the notion of the global spherical shell,
introduced by Kato (see [Ka-3]). Thus we obtain the following
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COROLLARY 1.4. Let X be a disk-convex complex space which has a pluri-
closed Hermitian metric form. Then the following are equivalent:

(a) X has the meromorphic extension property in bidimension (n,1) for
all n > 1, and thus in all bidimensions (n, k).
(b) X contains no two-dimensional spherical shells.

3. A wide class of complex manifolds without two-dimensional spheri-
cal shells is for example the class of manifolds X for which the Hurewicz
homomorphism 73(X) — H3(X,Z) vanishes.

We now need to state a lemma which is one of the key points in the proof
of the results listed in this section, and which we shall use in the solution of
the complex Plateau problem.

Recall first a few well known facts from pluripotential theory. Let D be
an open subset of C™ and S a subset of D. Consider the class of functions

(1.3) US,D) :={uecP_(D):uls>1}
where P_ (D) denotes the class of nonnegative plurisuperharmonic functions
in D.
DEFINITION 1.4. The lower regularization w, of the function
(1.4) w(¢, S, D) :==1inf{u({) : u e U(S,D)}
is called the P-measure of S in D, i.e.

(1.5) wy(2,8,D) = liléninfw(g, S, D).

Note that w, is plurisuperharmonic in D.

DEFINITION 1.5. A point sg € S is called a locally reqular point of S if
w (80, S N A(sg,€), A(sg,e)) = 1 for all € > 0.
We also say that the set S is locally reqular at sq.

Consider now a meromorphic mapping f : AP x A%a) — X into a
complex space X. Here A%(a) is a polydisk in C? of radii a, A?(1) = A“.
Let S be some closed subset of AP and sg € S. Suppose that for each
s € S the restriction fs := f[{s}xAq(q) is Well defined and meromorphically
extends onto a ¢-disk A?(b), b > a. Denote by v; = v;(K) the minimum of
the volumes of j-dimensional compact analytic subsets contained in some
compact set K C X (see Lemma 2.3.1 from [Iv-3]). Fix some a < ¢ < b. Put

(1.6) v =min{vol(Aq—;)v; : j=1,...,q},

where A,_; runs over all (¢ — j)-dimensional analytic subsets of A%(b) in-
tersecting A4(c).
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LEMMA 1.5. Suppose that there exists a neighborhood U 3 sq in AP such
that for all s1,s9 € SNU,

(L.7) [vol(I'y,, ) — vol(I'y,, )| <v/2,

and that sg is a locally regular point of S. Then there exists a neighborhood
Ve 3 s in AP such that f meromorphically extends onto V. x A%(c).

For the proof see [Iv-3], Lemma 2.4.1.

2. Three-dimensional contours. In this section we prove part (b) of
our Theorem from the Introduction.

We suppose that M bounds an abstract smooth Stein domain, i.e. there
is a complex manifold D with boundary M such that D\ M is Stein, and
that a CR-imbedding f : M — X is given. All that we need to prove is
that f extends meromorphically onto D. Clearly we can suppose that f is
already holomorphically extended to some neighborhood of M in D.

PROPOSITION 2.1. Let (D, M) be as above and suppose additionally that
dim M = 3.

(a) Any CR-map f : M — X, where X is a disk-convexr complex space
admitting a pluriclosed Hermitian metric form, extends meromorphically
onto D\ S where S is a finite subset of D.

(b) If f(M) is homologous to zero in X, or if X does not contain spher-
ical shells, then S is empty.

Proof. Let o : D — [0,1] be a strictly plurisubharmonic Morse exhaust-
ing function (see [H-L], p. 93). Define DI = {z € D : g(z) > ¢}. Let € be
the set of € such that f can be meromorphically extended onto D} \ S,
where S, is a discrete set. £ is obviously closed and nonempty. All we need
to prove is that £ is open.

Let g9 = inf{e € £}. If ¢ is a regular value of p then the needed result
immediately follows from Theorem 1.3(2).

Consider the case of g not being a regular value of g.

Lemma 2.2 below will be proved for arbitrary dimension n > 2 and used
also in §3.

Denote by M., = {z : o(z) = g0} the critical level set. Fix a critical
point 2y € M,,. All we need to prove is that for any neighborhood W of %
the envelope of holomorphy of W N DI contains some neighborhood of z.
For convenience we can suppose that zg = 0 and g = 0. Write

(2.1) 0(2) = Q(2) + (2, 2) + Q(2) + O(||=1%),
where Q(z) is a holomorphic polynomial and (z, z) the Levi Hermitian form

of p. By a linear coordinate change we transform (,) to the sum of squares
of absolute values. Then by a unitary coordinate change we transform @
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to the sum of squares with real nonnegative coefficients. Now (2.1) has the
form

P n
(2.2) 0o(z) =D a2+ a;Z + ) |z + O(|2]%).
j=1 j=1 j=1

In coordinates z; = z; + iy; we rewrite (2.2) as follows:

p n
(23) o(2) =2 aj(@f —y)) + > (&5 +5) +O(l2]*)
j=1 j=1
p n
[(1+2a)27 + (1= 2a;)y3] + Y (23 +y3) + O(|2]*).
.7:1 Jj=p+1
Renumber the coordinates in such a way that a; > 1/2 for j =1,...,¢ and

aj <1/2for j=q+1,...,p. Then

“MQ

[(2a; + 1)a% — (2a; — V)y3] +6 Z 121 + O([|=]1%)
Jj=q+1

(24) o(z) =

<
Il
—

p
[(2a;—61 + D)a? — (2a; + 6 -1y +6 Y |5 =
Jj=q+1

’MQ

<
Il
—

for some § > 0 and §; can be chosen arbitrarily small for small ||z||. As
obviously Dt := {z € B" : 91(2) > 0} C D7, all we need to prove is the
following

LEMMA 2.2. The envelope of holomorphy of DT contains the origin.
Proof. Consider two cases.

CASE 1: ¢ < n — 1. In this case D" contains the following “Hartogs
figure”:
q n
H .= {z eB": > [(2a;— 61+ 1)a? — (2a;+61 - 1)y2] >0, 6 Y |52 < 1}
j=1 Jj=q+1
or
q

H = {z €B": > [(2a;- 61+ 1)a2 — (20,48~ 1)y3] >, 8 Y |z*> 5}.

j=1 j=q+1
The envelope of holomorphy of H obviously contains the origin.

CASE 2: ¢ = n. In this case

(2.5) Dt = {z eB": > [(2a; — 81 + 1)a? — (2a; + 6, — L)y?] > o}.
j=1
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Put b; :=2a; — 61 +1, ¢j :=2a; +01 -1, j=1,...,n. For small 6;, b; > ¢;.
Write (2.5) in the form

n n
(2.6) DT = {z eB": ija:? > Zc]yf}
j=1 j=1

In the new coordinates z; — /b; z;, (2.6) takes the form

(2.7) D*z{zéB”:ix? >§:5jy32},
j=1 Jj=1

where 0; :=¢;/b; <1, j=1,...,n. Put 6y == max{dy,...,0,} < 1. Then

(2.8) DY o> Df ={zeB": |z|* > do|lyl*}-
The set D clearly contains the following complete “tube torus”:
(2.9) T:={z+iyeC": |z =1, |yl <1/d0},

where 1/6p =:n > 1.

We now prove that already the envelope of holomorphy of T contains
the origin. For this consider the following continuous family of complex
hypersurfaces:

(2.10) Co={z€C":224... +22 =t}
or

where (x,y) = z1y1 + ... + z,yn. Consider the intersection of C}y with the
ball of radius 2 — :
(2.12) Ci={z+weBy |z -yl =t (z,y) =0}
This is a continuous family of irreducible analytic hypersurfaces with bound-
aries such that
9C, = {z +iy € IBy_, : ||z]* — [ly|* = ¢, (2,y) =0}
={z+iy: lz]? +lylI> =2 —¢, [l2* = |lyl> = ¢, (x,y) =0}
={z+iy:|lz|* =1, [ly[l>=1-t} CT.

But 50 5 0 and 51 C T. So, by the continuity principle the envelope of
holomorphy of T' contains the origin. m

End of proof. So, as in the case of a regular value, we can extend our
map f meromorphically to a neighborhood of the critical level M., minus
a discrete set. As a result we obtain an extension fof our map onto D \ S
where S is a finite subset of D not intersecting M = 0D. If we put T := f*w
then dd°T is a nonpositive measure supported on S (see Lemma 2.6.1 from
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[Iv-2]). We have
deCT:deCT:SdCT: | dw={dw=0
s D oD f(8D) M

if M is homologous to zero in X, or if X does not contain spherical shells.
Part (b) of the Theorem is proved.

3. Higher-dimensional contours. We now prove part (a) of our The-
orem. We need the following statement. Let S be a closed subset in the
product W = B"~! x B? of two balls such that SN (B! x 9B%) = (). For
2/ € B" ! set B := {2’} x B2. Let a meromorphic mapping f : W\S — X
be given, where X carries a pluriclosed metric form w. Suppose that f is
holomorphic in a neighborhood of B"~1 x 0B?. Denote by T the preimage
of w by f and let T' be the trivial extension of T" onto W. We suppose here
that T exists (see [Lg]).

LEMMA 3.1. Suppose that for all 2’ € B"~', f(B2%) is homologous to
zero in X. Then:

(1) dd°T = 0 in the sense of currents.

(ii) There is a (1,0)-current v on W, smooth in the neighborhood of
BT x B2, such that T = i(075 — 0).

For the proof see [Iv-2], Lemma 2.6.2.

Note that only at the end of the proof in §2 did we use the fact that
the dimension of D is two. So the following proposition clearly enables us
to finish the proof also of part (a) of the Theorem, i.e. for dim D > 3.

PROPOSITION 3.2. Every holomorphic map f from H}(r) into a disk-
convex complex space X which admits a pluriclosed Hermitian metric ex-
tends meromorphically onto A™ provided n > 2.

Proof. It will be convenient for us to prove simultaneously the main
statement of the proposition, and the following weaker statement. Define
A™(a,b) := A™(b) \ A™(a), for 0 < a < b.

Every holomorphic map f : A™(1/2,1) — X, where X is from Proposi-
tion 3.2, extends meromorphically onto A™, provided n > 2 and f(8A§/4) 18
homologous to zero in X.

We prove both statements by induction on n. For n = 2 the second
statement follows directly from Theorem 1.3. So it is sufficient to prove that
for any n > 2 the second statement implies the statement of the proposition
for this n.

So let a holomorphic mapping f : H{'(r) — X be given. For every
z € A the restriction f, of f to A? := {z} x A™ is holomorphic on
A™(r,1). So, by the assumption f, meromorphically extends onto A™, be-
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cause f(OAY) ~ f(OAf) ~ 0in X! Lemma 1.5 immediately gives us (after
shrinking A"*! and taking different slopes of zs,...,z,41-direction) the
meromorphic extension of f onto A™*!\ S where S is a zero-dimensional
pluripolar compact set in A1,

Because I(f) is an analytic set a positive dimension outside a zero-
dimensional set, m is analytic in A"t \ HP', and thus empty. So the
fundamental set of f is discrete in A"\ S.

Put T' := f*w, where w is a pluriclosed metric form on X. Then T
has locally summable coefficients in A" and its trivial extension 7' is
plurinegative with dd®T" supported on S. Observe that T" = T is pluriclosed
outside S. _

Lemma 3.1 tells us that dd“I" = 0 and moreover there is a (1, 0)-current
7 in any given ball W C A1 W N S = @, smooth on W \ S, such that

T = i(05—07). Note that the conditions of Lemma 3.1 are satisfied, because
S is zero-dimensional and n + 1 > 3. It remains to repeat the arguments
from the proof of Lemma 2.6.3 of [Iv-2] to estimate the volume of the graph
of f in the neighborhood of S. Namely,
VOI(FﬂW\s)
n+1 ] ‘ '
= | (@+dd o) =) Chp | T (el |y
W\S j=0 W\S

<C S TI A (ddC”Z/H2)n+1*j = (C lim S faj A (ddc”Z/H2)n+1fj
W\S e\0 WS

T2 A (dd|['[*)™+

€

< C lim
e\

= (C'lim

im § (9720 +8910) A (da ||y

= C'lim } (d(32° +727))7 A (dd°[| /)"

(720 920 A0 + 72 ) T A (dde P

T FT— T T

= C lim
e\0

=0 § 0+ 70) AdF0 4410 A @2 ) < oo
ow
From the Bishop theorem we get an extension of the graph of f onto A"*!. u

4. Open questions. Let us propose some open questions arising nat-
urally from the exposition. Our point of departure will be the following
observation due to Gauduchon:
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Every compact complex manifold of dimension k+1 carries a Hermitian
metric form w with dd°w* = 0.

Really, the condition to carry a dd°-closed strictly positive (k, k)-form for
a compact complex manifold is equivalent to that of carrying a bidimension
(k+1,k+1) current T with dd°T" > 0 but # 0. In the case of dim X = k+1
this is a nonconstant plurisubharmonic function, which does not exist on X
compact. In fact in [Ga| a stronger statement was proved, but we shall not
need it here.

Let us introduce the class G;, of normal complex spaces carrying a non-
degenerate positive dd®-closed strictly positive (k,k)-form. Note that the
sequence {Gy} is rather exhaustive: Gy contains all compact complex mani-
folds of dimension k + 1.

Note also that compact spaces from G have bounded cycle geometry in
dimension k (see 1.4 from [Iv-2]). We conjecture that meromorphic mappings
into spaces of class Gy, are “almost Hartogs-extendable” in bidimension (n, k)
for all n > 1:

CONJECTURE 1. Every meromorphic map f : H¥(r) — X with X € Gy,
which is disk-conver in dimension k, extends to a meromorphic map from
AR\ A to X, where A is an analytic subvariety of A" (maybe empty)
of pure codimension k+1. Moreover, if A # (), then for every sphere S?*+1
embedded in A"T*\ A in such a way that [S?*T1] # 0 in Hopy 1 (A"TF\ A, Z),
also f(S***1) is not homologous to zero in X.

In [Iv-2] this conjecture is proved for the case k = 1.

CONJECTURE 2. Let M be a strictly pseudoconvex, compact contour of
real dimension 2k + 1 in a k-disk-convex complex manifold X € Gy, k > 2.
Then the Plateau problem for M has a solution iff M is homologous to zero
mn X.

This conjecture would follow from the first one, but is probably easier.

CONJECTURE 3. Let M be a strictly pseudoconvex, compact, three-di-
mensional contour in a compact manifold X. Then M bounds an abstract
Stein domain.

To our knowledge, this question is open even for X = CP3.
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